Profile for Team Vicar & Missioner



The Post

The Ouzel Valley Team Ministry wish to appoint a “‘Team Vicar who will be responsible for
the parishes of St Michael’s, Eggington and St Michael and All Angels, Billington, and who
will spearhead the church’s mission to the new housing developments in and around
Leighton Buzzard.

The person appointed will have a real desire to work at developing community life, and
strengthening the links between church and community in both village and town settings.

The villages of Billington and Eggington have established but small congregations. They are
looking for an able priest who will care for them and work alongside them, but who above all,
will inspire and enable them to engage effectively with the wider community.

Recent housing developments in and around Leighton Buzzard have sprung up with few
local amenities, with little thought given to community development. The challenge here is to
encourage social interaction and to engender fresh expressions of church.

There are several families from All Saints and other local churches living in these areas.
They need to be encouraged, engaged and excited by the prospect of making a difference in
the place where they live. There is also a need for engagement with local planners and
developers to ensure that potential future developments have an adequate infrastructure.

In addition to the specific responsibilities attaching to this post, the team chapter has a
shared responsibility for the cure of souls throughout the benefice. The clergy and other
ministers are committed to praying with and for each other, and working together in the
exercise of their ministry to the team. This includes the leading of worship, preaching,
conducting the occasional offices and other various aspects of Christian education and
nurture.

The Team Ministry

The original Ouzel Valley Team Ministry was formed in January 2006, comprising the
parishes of Leighton Buzzard, Eggington, Billington, Hockliffe and Heath and Reach.
However, a new scheme is in preparation which will add the adjacent parish of Linslade to
the Team.

Each parish within the team has a listed church building as the focus for its worshipping life,
and each retains its own PCC with their accompanying rights and responsibilities.

The area covered by this enlarged team could see a considerable rise in population over the
next 15 years as a number of new housing developments are planned for the area.

The Team Council

A Team Council, comprising the clergy and churchwardens of all parishes, co-ordinates the
corporate life of the churches, and exercises certain responsibilities delegated to it by each of
the PCCs. At present, the churches within the team are working together in the following

areas:
Baptism preparation Holy Communion preparation
Marriage preparation Confirmation preparation
Work with young people Adult Christian nurture and training

A formula for financial contributions to clergy stipends and expenses has been agreed, and
these - together with fees for occasional offices - are dealt with by the Team Council
treasurer.



Ministry

The enlarged Team Chapter will consist of a Team Rector, three Team Vicars, a non-stipendiary
priest and a first-post Curate.
Seven diocesan readers, and four retired clergy provide assistance.

An unofficial local ministry team has been in existence at All Saints for a number of years. A
reader-in-training is based at Heath and Reach, which parish also has a recently mandated
local ministry team.

Each member of the Team Chapter has specific responsibility for one or more parishes, but
offers mutual help and support for the work of ministry throughout the team. The Team
Chapter is committed to working co-operatively and collaboratively, and encourages the
parishes to take an active part in the corporate life of the team ministry. Each member may
also exercise team-wide responsibilities according to their particular gifts and interests.

Deanery and Diocese

This Team Ministry is part of the Dunstable Deanery, which comprises the towns and villages
of South Bedfordshire.

The Suffragan Bishop of Bedford exercises episcopal oversight, under the leadership of the
Bishop of St Albans.



St Michael & All Angels, Billington

Billington is situated to the south-east of Leighton Buzzard, on the A4146 Hemel Hempstead
Road. The church is atop Billington Hill on the western side of this road (up Church Turn) in
Great Billington. The nearby hamlet of Little Billington, which comprises some 18 houses and 7
flats, lies to the North-west of Billington itself, on the Slapton road. The total population of the
combined villages is about 260, covering all ages. Many parishioners commute into London or
the nearby towns, although a significant number of residents are retired - including one member
of the clergy!

The village itself has no shops, although a bus service runs three times a day into Leighton
Buzzard and the surrounding areas. Local schools are situated in Leighton Buzzard (all ages)
and in nearby Stanbridge (primary).

Community
Billington’s residents have recently prepared a very forward-looking Parish Plan which the
Parish Council are keen to see as the basis for future development. There is a Village Hall,
maintained by its own Village Hall Committee, which is regularly used by a number of local
organisations including the Carpet Bowls Club, Children's Sports Club, Poultry Club, Tennis
Club, Women's Institute and a number of retirement interest groups (including U3A). The
church is highly regarded, and well-supported through its various social activities, which
include ‘Italia Day’, the Village barbecue and The Billington Walk (held either in Spring or
Winter!).

Congregation
The current electoral roll is 41, with the average congregation for the weekly 11 a.m. Sunday
Eucharist being some 25-30 people. Although these tend to be in the ‘more mature’ age range,
there are a number of families with young children who occasionally attend. At major Festivals,
overall numbers rise significantly.

Each year sees a small number of occasional offices.
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Several members of the congregation have had other denominational affiliations before
coming to St Michael & All Angels, and their involvement in the parish is an indication of the
strong sense of ‘belonging’ which is fostered within the church’s fellowship. Although most
members are local residents, there are a significant number from further afield, who enjoy
being part of the life and worship of a small village community.

Young people

There are a number of young people in the village who are not yet connected with the life of
the church, and there is a desire to see them brought into the life of the church in the village.
There’s a Family Eucharist every 3™ Sunday, which needs to be further developed.

Support for the Christmas Eve Crib service serves to indicate that there is considerable
potential for other ‘all age’ services.

Worship

St Michael & All Angels has a “central” tradition, with the main weekly Sunday service being
Eucharistic, using seasonal booklets based on Common Worship. The service is said, with
hymns drawn from “Hymns Old and New”. Bible readings are from the Revised Common
Lectionary, and members of the congregation both read the lesson and administer the
chalice. Vestments are worn. The whole electoral roll is voted in as sides-persons.

All Saints choir usually arrange to visit on a Sunday evening during the summer, to sing
Evensong and St Michael & All Angels also plays host (on one of the three annual occasions)
when the ‘three village parishes’ of Eggington, Hockliffe and Billington combine on the 5th
Sunday in the month.

Billington has a well-deserved reputation for being a happy, caring and enterprising parish,
and this needs to be fostered and encouraged.

Relationships with other churches

The parish takes an active part in the life of the team ministry, and its members are especially
noted for their support of services and events taking place in other churches in the team.

The parish benefits from involvement in various team-wide initiatives (such as marriage and
baptism preparation) and provides volunteer support for both the ‘Bereavement visiting’
scheme and the ‘Inspire’ Coffee shop which is based in All Saints.

Communications

The parish has its own page in ‘Saints Alive’ (the monthly parish magazine produced for All
Saints) and uses the All Saints weekly notice sheet in addition to a pre-printed Christian
leaflet which has space for local information to be added. This leaflet is made available in
church each week.

St Michael & All Angels also has a regular column in “the Billington Bugle” (a publication
produced by the parish council) and there are regular leaflet drops when special services or
other events need to be advertised.

In-house administration is mainly carried out by word of mouth, with a weekly rota dealing
with Sunday service organisation.



Building

St Michael & All Angels church is constructed primarily of stone, and was established in the
13th Century. Its hill-top location gives it a commanding view of the surrounding countryside.
The Nave comprises a single aisle and can seat approximately 100 people, with a small
chancel and sanctuary. A toilet has recently been added, and the vestry refurbished to
provide a small kitchenette. The well-maintained Churchyard is open, and there is a ‘Garden
of Rest'.

Finances

Current outgoings are met from income, augmented where necessary by special events and
other efforts. A large part of the parish’s income is received under the Gift Aid Scheme.

The Parish Share, as requested by the Diocese, is paid by monthly Standing Order, as is the
contribution requested by the Team Council for the payment of clergy expenses, etc.

A balance is held ‘on deposit’ against major maintenance, in addition to which a separate
'Friends of the Fabric' fund is held - designated for the upkeep of the church building - which
is well-supported by both church and non-church Parishioners.

Ten percent of income is given annually, principally to overseas Charities, including support
for 'Sharing of Ministries Abroad' in which the local Congregation have a keen interest.

The Billington Townlands Charity makes an annual allocation of its income to both the
Church and the wider community. The Vicar is its ex-officio chair.



St Michael’s, Eggington

The village of Eggington which is situated approximately three miles to the east of Leighton
Buzzard, consists of some 100 houses which, together with the outlying hamlets of Clipstone
and Briggington, form the Parish of Eggington.

Although many of the houses ‘strung out’ along the High Street are quite old, a number of
bungalows were added toward the western end of the village some 50 years ago. Later, in
the 1970s, a small development of five houses was built adjacent to the church, whilst more
recently, three houses were added when the council-owned farm in the village ceased to be
worked. Each of these additions have in their turn brought new people from outside the area
swelling the population to its current size.

Presently, the village is in the green-belt, with about half of it (the eastern end, which includes
the church!) being designated as a conservation area. This rather limits any ‘internal
expansion’ possibilities. However, there are currently proposals to build a very large number
of new houses and schools in the green belt areas between Leighton Buzzard and
Eggington.

The current population of some 230 persons consists primarily of families who commute daily
to their workplace, with a sizeable ‘retired’ population, many of whom have been in this area
for the larger part of their lives.

Although several farms still form the basis for the parish, local employment is based in the
surrounding areas of Leighton Buzzard, Dunstable and Milton Keynes - or in London.

Community

Like many villages of similar size, over the years Eggington has seen a steady decline in its
public amenities. The village shop/Post Office closed 30 years ago, and the old village
school, which closed some 35 years ago due to the declining number of local children at that
time, is now used as the Village Hall. Paradoxically it now provides a home for the nursery for
pre-school children from both the village and the surrounding area.

As they get older these children either attend one of the private schools in the surrounding
district or attend the Primary school in the neighbouring village of Stanbridge, before moving
up to the various middle and upper schools presently in Leighton Buzzard.

During the evenings, the Village Hall hosts a number of regular events - ranging from Yoga
classes to Whist drives, and many of the parish social events (Quiz night, musical evenings,
Plant Sale, etc) are well attended, raising much-needed funds for the church.

The Whitehouse, a former parsonage situated adjacent to the church, is now a care home for
the elderly, but sadly the village pub has recently been turned into an Indian restaurant.

The Eggington Foresters Cricket Club have their ground close to the village, and a number of
boys from the village play in their Colts team. Also Leighton Buzzard Rugby Club is situated
just across the fields in nearby Stanbridge.
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Congregation

Some members of the congregation have other denominational affiliations, although they
attend St Michael’s as their chosen place of worship. Their involvement in the life of the
parish is a clear indication of the sense of belonging to the village, and in the church’s
fellowship.

Sunday congregations usually consist of 8-14 adults (mainly over 50 years of age!) but
several children attend from time to time as their commitments permit. However, rather larger
numbers attend for the major festivals: over the Christmas period, both the Christingle
service (held on Christmas Eve) and Midnight Mass are very popular - as indeed are the
Easter services and the Harvest Festival.

A monthly service is held in the Whitehouse (on a Wednesday) for its residents.
Occasional offices are infrequent.
Young people

We hold a Family Eucharist on the 3™ Sunday of each month, to try and introduce families
with younger children to join our worship. Although this hasn’t been entirely successful,
attendance at the Christmas Eve Crib/Christingle service would seem to indicate that there is
still potential to develop a younger congregation!

The Church

St Michael's church is an ancient building, much restored in the mid-19th century after a
major fire to its roof. It has no main services other than electricity, which is used for
heating/lighting and powering the fine 19" century Alfred Monk pipe-organ. Able to seat
about 90, it comprises a single aisle, a chancel and small vestry: the font may be of 12"
Century origin. It has a well-kept 'open’' churchyard, complete with ‘Garden of Rest'.



Worship

Regular Sunday worship takes the form of a Parish Eucharist, at 09.30 each week.

On the 1% Sunday in the month, the service is based on The Book of Common Prayer, and
on the 3™ Sunday when there is a Family Eucharist. A small group of local musicians
occasionally provide the musical accompaniment for the congregation.

The tradition is “central”’, with seasonal orders of service based on Common Worship. The
Revised Common Lectionary is used, and vestments are normally worn. The service is
usually “said”, with four hymns. Currently, the Team Vicar's wife plays the organ for the
services, but in her absence a CD hymnal can be used. There are two churchwardens, both
of whom can administer the chalice, and members of the congregation read the lesson.

The choir from All Saints usually arrange to visit and sing Evensong on one Sunday during
the summer, which brings some of the congregation from the town out into the village, as well
as attracting members of both Billington and Hockliffe congregations. St Michael's also takes
its turn in playing host on one of the three occasions annually when the ‘three village
parishes’ of Billington, Hockliffe and Eggington combine on the 5th Sunday in a month.

Finance

In spite of only having a small congregation, St Michael's church has remained financially
solvent throughout the recent years, with much effort being expended in raising the additional
funds to pay the parish share, and in keeping the building in a good state of repair.
Fundraising events take place both in the building itself and in the churchyard (in summer) as
well as in the Village Hall at other times.

A recent innovation is the creation of SMILE (St Michael’s in the Life of Eggington!) - a
‘friends society’ to assist in raising funds for the maintenance of the church building:
parishioners now hold a coffee morning on the first Wednesday morning of each month -
outside whenever possible, but inside during the colder periods of the year!

St Michael's operates a ‘tax-efficient’ envelope-giving collection, so as to gain maximum
benefit from Gift-aid.

The Sunderland Trust and the Eggington Townlands Charity provide a small income to the
church from their assets, whilst the general upkeep of the churchyard is funded by the Parish
Council - with assistance from local farmers who generously attend to the church hedge with
their tractor-mounted equipment!



All Saints, Leighton Buzzard

The Town

Leighton Buzzard is an ancient market town, with a current population of some 35,000 — with
the Parish of All Saints taking in about 2/3 of this total. It is approximately 12 miles
equidistant from Milton Keynes, Aylesbury and Luton, with a fast rail link to Euston station in
central London. There is considerable light industry associated with the town, although some
70% of its residents commute to the nearby towns - or to London.

The area covered by the Team Ministry includes 2 upper schools, 4 middle schools and 13
lower schools, of which two are voluntary-aided. There are 7 residential care homes in the
town, and the Team Ministry maintains links with all these institutions. In addition, we have
recently been able to offer a retail chaplaincy to a couple of the larger supermarkets,
although this is currently in abeyance until the team is ‘fully staffed’ again!

Members of the congregation are also involved in a new community-wide initiative aimed at
addressing the needs of the homeless.
New Housing

Recent government proposals have marked Leighton Buzzard out as an area for
considerable rapid housing expansion, and the population is set to double by 2031.

To the south of the town, there are already several sizeable new developments (see below)
largely of high density, owner-occupied accommodation, although regrettably very few public
amenities have been provided to go with these developments.

The next phase of construction is for a further 1,500 dwellings, and should include a new
lower school, community centre and some shops.

The Town Council has set up a number of working groups to tackle the issues raised by such
rapid expansion, and it is hoped that future developments will include the appropriate
infrastructure right from the outset.

The view from Billington church towards All Saints, Leighton Buzzard - showing an area of new development (Sandhills) to
the south of the town, with a small part of Great Billington in the foreground.
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The Parish

The Parish Church of All Saints provides a focus for many civic events, and occupies an
important place at the heart of the community. Each year there are some 60-80 baptisms, 35-
40 weddings, and 120+ funerals.

The clergy are ably assisted by the Baptism, Bereavement and Housebound visiting teams,
together with our marriage preparation helpers.

The parish is very aware of the number of new families moving into the town, and mission to
these young families is an imperative.

The parish has three parent/toddler groups, one of which sited in a sports pavilion close to
the most recent new housing development. There is a Sunday School, a teenage youth
fellowship, and there are similar groups for other ages based elsewhere within the team. We
have recently appointed a part-time ‘Children and Families’ worker to assist/support our
ongoing work in the parish, and aim to develop an ‘after school’ club.

The Church

All Saints Parish Church, built in 1288, is a Grade 1 listed building. Seriously damaged by fire
in 1985, it is currently undergoing a thorough restoration. It has a Harrison and Harrison
organ, and a peal of 12 bells. Although there is no church hall, the building is a major focus
for mission and is a real hive of activity. Its facilities are well used by both church and other
local organisations, and there’s a thriving ‘Inspire’ coffee shop to welcome visitors.

Worship

All Saints is “liberal catholic” in stance, with a strong choral tradition. A Parish Eucharist is
celebrated every Sunday morning at 9.15, and twice a month a Young Families Eucharist is
held afterwards at 11.15. Evensong is sung at 6.00 p.m. (almost) every Sunday.

The Team Vicar & Missioner, whilst focusing mainly on the weekly services in the villages of
Eggington and Billington, can also expect to be involved in the Sunday and weekday services
at All Saints, and in the occasional offices around the team.
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Expectations

Our hopes
We are looking for a priest who has:

An outgoing personality

A pastoral heart

An infectious faith

A commitment to mission

A community spirit

A leader, who can work as part of the team

We offer in return

The person appointed can rely on the support and encouragement of the team chapter and all
the congregations.

Pictured below is the modern, well-appointed, three-storied vicarage. It has five bedrooms and
three bathrooms, with two reception rooms, a large conservatory to the rear, a double garage,
and there’s a manageable ‘walled garden’ at the rear of the property.

With roughly a six-minute drive to both Billington and Eggington (albeit in different directions!)
the house stands in one of the newer housing estates to the south of the town.

St Michael's Vicarage, in Billington Park, Leighton Buzzard

A stipend is paid in accordance with the diocesan scale for incumbents, and working expenses
are paid in full through a monthly claim to the Team Council treasurer.

All clergy take a weekly ‘rest day’ are encouraged to develop their own interests and preserve
adequate time for their families. There is an entitlement to six weeks holiday each year, and
the chapter have agreed that this should include six Sundays. Each clergy member is also
encouraged to take an annual retreat, with the cost being met by the Team Ministry.
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