
Two significant events will take place this year. 
There will be a General Election on Thursday 7th May. 
Every five years there is an opportunity for us to decide 
who we want to represent us in Parliament. We need to get 
to know what each candidate stands for and prayerfully 
use our vote for the common good.

Later in the year there will be celebrations to mark the 
800th anniversary of the sealing of Magna Carta. Those of 
us who live in St Albans have already had one celebration 
since the first meeting about the ‘Great Charter’ took place 
here in 1213, so we have already marked one of the main 
anniversaries. As usual, the rest of country is now catching 
up with us!

It is interesting is that in so many of the discussions about 
Magna Carta, the central role of the church and in particular 
that of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Stephen Langton, is 
almost completely missing. Indeed, it is significant that the 
first clause of Magna Carta is states ‘we grant … that the 
English Church is to be free and to have all its rights fully 
and its liberties entirely’. The Bishops had an important 
role in the difficult and complex process whereby King 
John was forced to make a number of concessions and 
commitments. 

Last July the General Synod of Church of England held 
a debate about Magna Carta. The motion encouraged 
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churches to get involved in the celebrations in 2015 and to 
continue to engage in social action. However, it did not seem 
to me to do enough. I therefore proposed an amendment – 
which was passed after a debate – to ‘encourage churches 
to seek to increase the number of people voting in elections, 
for example, by hosting hustings and supporting National 
Voter Registration Day (5 February). This day is part of a 
UK-wide week of national action (2nd – 8th February) to 
inspire young people to register to vote. You can find out 
more information at: http://bitetheballot.co.uk/

We can all encourage any young people we know to take 
an interest in politics and for those who are old enough, 
to register and to vote. I know there will be many cynics 
who feel there is little point because it does not make any 
difference. However, you have only to look at the civil war 
in Syria or the killing being committed by IS to realise how 
fragile democracy can be. It was Winston Churchill who 
said in a speech in the House of Commons in November 
1947 ‘“Democracy is the worst form of government, except 
for all those other forms that have been tried from time to 
time.” 

Let’s use both the General Election and the celebrations 
for Magna Carta not only to encourage people to vote. 
Let’s also use it to vote for a society which is motivated by 
the great Christian insight which have made this country 
great.

The Bishop 
of St Albans 

writes...

Watch the Christian in Politics 
video’Show Up,’ encouraging 

Christian participation in politics:
http://www.christiansinpolitics.org.

uk/showup/

Faith in Politics Conference: find 
out why politics matters and more:

http://www.childrenssociety.
org.uk/what-you-can-do/your-

church/faith-in-politics

This book’s aim is to assess and 
reset the terms of the debate 

about the kind of nation we want 
to be:

See more at: http://www.
archbishopofyork.org


