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Refreshing Living God’s Love:
Being a church of which everyone feels part

Revd Canon Tim Lomax, Director of Mission writes: 
Archbishop Justin Welby’s message to the International 
Messy Church Conference was: “We need to be a church 
where everyone feels they are part of it and everyone 
comes in and can discover God and discover who Jesus 
is.  I want to encourage you to go on pushing out the 
boundaries, being flexible, being imaginative, being in a 
circle of love that joins people with Christ at the centre.’
This is equally a message for every parish and church 
within our diocese.  It’s a call to be creative in mission, to 
join with God as he reaches out to the world in love.  It’s a 
call to be committed to evangelism, to proclaim the gospel 
of Christ confidently in this generation.  It’s a call to be 

This autumn, the whole of St Alban’s Diocese will be infused and enthused by hearing about and 
celebrating the great things that God is doing through Living God’s Love in each parish and every 
deanery. And because every deanery is different, each of the twenty events will be different.
Be there! Find out when your deanery event takes place here: http://www.stalbans.anglican.
org/faith/living-god-s-love/ 

intentional about church growth, and to nurture disciples 
of Christ.  
Our Living God’s Love vision 
is our way of articulating a 
commitment to mission and 
church growth in every place 
across the diocese.  Building 
on this commitment, this special 
edition of See Round highlights 
something of the strategy, 
tools, events and projects being 
made available to enable us to 
continue Living God’s Love…”
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Do you know what your deanery is planning? Is your 
parish going to be involved in hosting the bishop during 
the day? Ask your Rural Dean or vicar! Will there be an 
opportunity for you to meet the bishop during the day? 
Where is the evening event - and are you planning to be 
there? We are challenging every parish to have at least 
20% of their regular congregation at the evening – would 
going together and sharing transport make that possible? 
Let’s encourage one another. Don’t miss this opportunity 
to be part of our shared mission to Live God’s Love!

Did you know there’s a bishop 
coming to your deanery?

A great variety of things is  
happening in your deanery

All three of our bishops are going to be visiting every 
deanery of the diocese in the next few months. They will 
be celebrating the good things that have been happening 
and looking forward with us to renewing our Living God’s 
Love vision and to reaching out in mission to make new 
disciples. As every deanery is different, so every day will 
be different to reflect the huge variety of ways in which we 
are Living God’s Love.
The bishops will be in the deaneries during the day meeting 
lots of different people from our churches and out on the 
streets meeting the wider public.  In one deanery Bishop 
Alan will be at the railway station greeting commuters 
as they return home. In another he will be visiting a new 
school. Bishop Michael is going to be challenged to tell 
both older people and school children why he is a Christian, 
and Bishop Richard is going to be in a town centre asking 
people what they think about Christmas. The Revd Lizzie 
Hood, in Leverstock Green, Hemel Hempstead, says: “We 
relish the opportunity as a Deanery to join together and 
engage in conversations on the street. Using the Bible 
Society ‘Christmas Poem’ we want to invite people to 
consider how Jesus ‘turns what’s sad into glad again’ in 
our town.” 
In several deaneries young people will have the opportunity 
to ‘grill a bishop’ – to explore with him what they think of 
the church and its mission - and how they can be involved. 
Revd Lucy Davis in Flitwick, Bedfordshire, says: “We’re 
really looking forward to the Bishop coming  – it’s good to 
remember we belong to a church much bigger than just 
Flitwick. The youth group has come up with some very 
varied questions to grill Bishop Alan with, from what he 
thinks of same sex marriage to whether he likes Marmite! 
(Jamie, 17).” Other deaneries are gathering together 
those who work with older folk to reflect with the bishop 
on how this can be a crucial part of reaching out into our 
communities with God’s love. And the bishops won’t go 
hungry! Meals in pubs, at lunch clubs, pizzas and cups of 
tea (no doubt with cake!) will be liberally spread through 
their days.
In the evenings every deanery is holding a celebration 
event to which everyone is invited. These will be a 
great opportunity for people to come together to share 
and celebrate some of the good things that have been 
happening in their parishes, but also to worship and pray 
together and to hear a bishop speak about our renewed 
diocesan vision of Living God’s Love. There will be time to 
ask the bishop questions – and there will be refreshments!
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NEWS

New! Lots of people nowadays like sharing photos from 
their mobile phones to show what they are doing. Now 
parishes will be able to do similarly. From September 
parishes can send photos of events or activities to us and 
we will put them into a ‘Goldmine’ where other people will 
be able to search under different categories (e.g. children, 
schools, pastoral care or worship) and get good ideas. So if 
your church runs a holiday club for older people, or Messy 
Church, others will see it and be able to contact you to find 
out more. You will also be able to send in photos with your 
MAP, helping others to see what you’ve done. That way 
we will support one another, sharing expertise and building 
networks. So perhaps it’s worth this summer thinking about 
taking a photo or two – and getting ready to ask your parish 
to send them in? Some will even be shown on the front 
page of the diocesan website to whet our appetites!

New! Photo Goldmine: Every picture tells a story!
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Mission Action 
Plans

Contact us
For more information on Living God’s Love, the autumn 
events, Mission Action Plans and the Goldmine, please 
contact either:

Tim Lomax (Director of Mission), 
tlomax@stalbans.anglican.org, 01727 818148, or

Jeanette Gosney (Parish Development Officer), 
pdo@stalbans.anglican.org, 01727 818141.

Parishes sometimes get stuck on doing their MAP. How do 
we involve more people? How do decide which ideas will 
help us grow? As well as new materials and support from 
diocesan officers, we want to provide opportunities for 
parishes to come to training mornings across the diocese 
in the coming months to think about their MAPs.  

If you are about to do a MAP for the first time, or planning a 
major renewal of it, or want some ideas and tips for setting 
goals and putting them into action, these sessions will 
give guidance and time to ask questions and think about 
mission in your community. Ideal for clergy and members 
of the church to come together as a mini-team. 
How about putting a date in your diary and planning to 
come? 

More details will be out in the autumn.

There are two dates planned for this autumn and there will 
be more in the New Year.
 
• Wednesday 23rd November (am) in Biggleswade
 
• Saturday 26th November (am) in Ware

Need help? Want ideas?What’s New?

Many parishes have said how much they have valued 
them – they have given a renewed sense of purpose and 
a means of seeing just how much progress is being made. 
Revd Tony Rindl, Rural Dean of Watford says: “A new 
C of E primary school at St. John’s Watford is a great 
example of how MAP can make big things happen for 
small congregations.” As we refresh our Living God’s Love 
vision, MAPs will continue to be a crucial tool helping us to 
focus on mission and engaging with our communities. 
For those who are particularly involved, such as PCC 
members, you might like to know that there will be a new 
revised MAP summary form available in the autumn, and 
new downloadable materials, too, which will give guidance 
and outline ways of finding the support you need. But 
don’t worry. The basic process of looking and discerning, 
planning and acting remains the same. And if your parish 
has just done its MAP, you will not have to start all over 
again! You will be able to do a simple review of your MAP 
in a year’s time, focussing on your key goals, though we 
will ask you to use the new MAP summary form from 
September. If you are currently in the process of doing 
your MAP or about to send it in, you might like to wait – 
and send it in on the new form!

Mission Action Plans (MAPs) will be the same; but different! 
They’ll be the same tool that’s become familiar to so many 
parishes over the last five years to help us think about how 
we are Living God’s Love. 

This special August edition of SeeRound Online brings 
you information about the special Living God’s Love 
events happening locally in every deanery in St Albans 
Diocese this autumn.

SeeRound Online for September will be published in 
early September.


