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People around the 
Diocese

The Diocese of St Albans in Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Luton & Barnet  

SIM Chair steps down
Virginia (Ginni) Dear, presently 
Assistant Curate in Hertford Team 
Ministry is to become Vicar in the 
benefice of St Ippolyts with Great & 
Little Wymondley.
Jane Dicker, presently Team Vicar 
(with special responsibility for Christ 
Church Waltham Cross) is to become 
Vicar in the benefice of All Saints, West 
Bromwich, in Lichfield Diocese.
Jenny Hill, presently Team Rector 
(with special responsibility for St Mary’s 
Old Town and St Paul’s Highfield) 
and Diocesan Advisor for Women’s 
Ministry is to retire to Oakington, 
Cambridgeshire next month.
Canon Dr Tony Sellers, presently 
Vicar of St Paul’s Church, Luton and 
Assistant Rural Dean, will be retiring in 
November.
Dr Peter Waddell, presently Dean of 
Chapel at the University of Winchester, 
is to become Priest-in-Charge/
Incumbent Designate in the benefice of 
Abbots Langley.

After many years of guiding and 
developing Support in your Ministry 
(SIM), Philip Habershon has stepped 
down as Chairman.  Under Philip’s wise 
and dedicated leadership, the Scheme 
recently celebrated its 25th anniversary 
and now provides confidential support 
to over 100 clergy, readers, other 
ministers and their partners.  In 
recognition of this service, Philip was 
recently awarded the Order of St 
Alban.  Although stepping down from 
management duties, he will continue as 
a SIM Assistant.  
Bishop Alan has asked 
Chris Swain to succeed 
Philip as Chairman.  For 
more details about SIM, 
please visit: www.stalbans.anglican.
org/ministry/support-in-your-ministry/.

On Saturday 29th October there will 
be a celebration of Reader Ministry 
for all Readers in the Eastern 
Region, taking place in Ely from 
9.30am to 4.00pm.

Reader Anniversary Celebration 
This should be a superb day and a 
fitting focus for this special year when 
we are marking the 150th anniversary 
of Reader ministry in the Church of 
England.
Workshops will be held in the morning, 
led by excellent speakers including 
Debbie Thrower, Suzanne Luther and 
the Revd Dave Male, on topics such 
as ministry to the elderly, pioneer 
ministry and fresh expressions - and 
the day will culminate in a service 
of celebration in the magnificent Ely 
Cathedral in the early afternoon.  
This will be a great opportunity for 
Readers across St Albans Diocese 
to meet with fellow Readers from our 
neighbouring dioceses in the Eastern 
region.  
Further details will be available on 
the Readers section of the diocesan 
website in due course.

Church Architecture Awards
The National Churches Trust and the 
Ecclesiastical Architects and Surveyors 
Association are inviting entries for two 
top church architecture awards.  
New church buildings and new designs 
in church alterations or extensions 
can be entered for The Presidents’ 
Award. Innovative, high quality church 
conservation or repair work can be 
entered for The King of Prussia Gold 
Medal. The winning two churches or 
chapels will receive a £500 prize. 
The submission deadline is 31st July 
2016.  A shortlist will be announced 
in September and winners revealed 
at a special awards ceremony held in 
London in November 2016. 
Nominations can come from anyone with 
a passion for great church architecture.  
Visit www.nationalchurchestrust.org/
architectureawards.


