
 
If you are uncertain which strand a course belongs in, you can 
always contact the Parish Development Office. 
 
HOW DO I GET STARTED? 
If you want to do the General Award, please contact the Parish 
Development Office. We will then send you an attendance record 
card which you will need to complete and get signed by the course 
leader/tutor each time you attend a course, a sheet for your 
reflections, and for Silver and Gold Awards, details of the written 
work or an equivalent project.  

3) Contemporary Society and Christian Life 
This strand focuses on issues which help us to engage as Christians 
with greater understanding with the wider world, and issues relating 
to Christian lifestyle and values. Areas might include for example: 

• Sexual ethics (e.g.  
      homosexuality, marriage/ 
      divorce) 

• Medical ethics (e.g. abortion,   
      stem cell research,    
      euthanasia, animal testing) 

• Environmental issues 

• Other faiths 

• Crime and punishment - the  
      justice system 

• Immigration/asylum 

• Work/business ethics 

• Fairtrade/overseas  
      development 

• Farming/animal welfare  
      issues 

• Women and the Church 

• Sects 

• Political issues 

• Mission and Evangelism – e.g.  
      Fresh Expressions 

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION, 
CONTACT US!  

Revd Jeanette Gosney, Parish Development Officer  
jgosney@stalbans.anglican.org   

 

Parish Development Administrator 
pdadmin@stalbans.anglican.org 

 

Tel: 01727 818141  
Holywell Lodge, 41 Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 1HE 

www.stalbans.anglican.org 

Many people are motivated to learn when there is some 
form of award to work towards. Awards can give us a sense 
of achievement or affirmation as an individual or as a 

member of a team.  

The Equipping God’s People Award offers such an opportunity 
to anyone wanting to grow in their Christian faith. Simply 
achieving an award doesn’t necessarily make us a “good 
disciple”, or qualify us for a specific ministry, but it might at 

least inspire and encourage us to learn more. 

There are 3 types of Award – the General, the Specialist 
and the Foundations in Living God’s Love Award. This leaflet 
explains the General Award. 
 
WHO IS THE GENERAL AWARD FOR? 
Anyone who wants to learn about a variety of different 
subjects, or who has a wide range of interests in discovering 
more about the Christian faith. 
 
WHO CAN GAIN A GENERAL AWARD? 
Anyone! Awards are given for attendance at courses, not 
for academic ability (though if you have to write an essay as 
part of your course, it counts towards the Award). We ask 
you simply to write a one or two sentence reflection after 
each session about what you have learnt. There is a huge 
range of courses to choose from in the Equipping God’s 
People programme (see www.egp-stalbans.org). Some are 
practical, others more theological or academic – so there is 
something for everyone. 
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WHAT DOES THE GENERAL AWARD INVOLVE? 
There are three levels – Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards. These 
are awarded depending on how many sessions you have 
attended (a session is a morning, an afternoon or an evening). 
To secure the Award, you need to complete: 
Bronze Award - 5 sessions 
Silver Award - a further 8 sessions, plus a piece of written 
work or equivalent project 
Gold Award -  a further 11 sessions, plus two pieces of 
written work or equivalent project 
 
If a course itself includes a piece of written work, please contact 
the Parish Development Office to find out how many sessions it 
counts as. 
 
When you have attended the required number of sessions, and 
completed the written work or equivalent project if appropriate, 
and the reflections after each session, send them into the Parish 
Development Office. You will be awarded a signed certificate. 
 
HOW DO I CHOOSE WHICH COURSES TO DO? 
You can choose any course from the Equipping God’s People 
programme. For the General Award, the only restriction is that 
you have to include at least one session from each of the three 
Strands of Learning. 
 
The three Strands of Learning are:  
1) A focus on practical and pastoral skills 
2) A focus on theology and spirituality 
3) A focus on contemporary society and Christian life issues 
 
CAN YOU EXPLAIN THE STRANDS A BIT MORE? 
The following lists are not exhaustive, but give you an idea of the 
range of subjects. 
 
1)  Practical and Pastoral skills 
This strand focuses both on the skills and the practical 
knowledge many people need in order to carry out a wide range 
of ministries within the life of a parish church.  

2) Theology and Spirituality 
 
This strand focuses on the doctrines of the Church, biblical studies, 
biblical languages, church history and spirituality. Areas might include for 
example: 

• Children/youth 

• Child protection 

• Schools / being a governor 

• Pastoral visiting 

• Listening skills 

• Understanding old age 

• Understanding dementia 

• Issues of disability 

• Bereavement visiting 

• Sidespeople / welcomers 

• Stewardship / finance 

• Baptism preparation 

• Outreach 

• Healing ministry 

• Prayer ministry 

• Worship leading 

• Leading intercessions 

• Music in worship 

• Care of churchyard 

• Care of church building 

• Leadership 

• Chairing a meeting 

• Leading small groups 

• Team building 

• Conflict management 

• Doctrine of God 

• Life and Work of Christ 

• The Trinity 

• Ecclesiology 

• The sacraments 

• The creeds 

• Philosophy – e.g. Suffering 

• Old Testament 

• New Testament 

• Biblical Hebrew 

• Biblical Greek 

• The Reformation 

• The Anglican Communion 

• Other Christian denominations 

• Life and work of a particular  
      saint 

• Different spiritualities (e.g.  
      Celtic, Ignatian) 

Areas in this strand might include for example: 


