
 

• Understanding theology (including e.g. the person and      
      work of Christ, the Trinity, ecclesiology, the creeds, the  
      sacraments) 

• Ethics and contemporary society (including e.g.  medical  
      and sexual ethics, other faiths, environmental issues,  
      politics, asylum seekers, the justice system) 
 
If you are unsure about whether a course fits into your 
specialism, please contact the Parish Development Office. 
 
HOW DO I GET STARTED? 
If you want to do a Specialist Award, please contact the 
Parish Development Office. We will then send you an 
attendance record card which you will need to complete 
and get signed by the course leader/tutor each time you 
attend a course, a sheet for your reflections, and for Silver 
and Gold Awards, details of the written work or equivalent 
project. 
 

 

 

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION, 
CONTACT US!  

Revd Jeanette Gosney, Parish Development Officer  
jgosney@stalbans.anglican.org   

 

Parish Development Administrator 
pdadmin@stalbans.anglican.org 

 

Tel: 01727 818141  
Holywell Lodge, 41 Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 1HE 

www.stalbans.anglican.org 

Many people are motivated to learn when there is some form of 
award to work towards. Awards can give us a sense of achievement or 

affirmation as an individual or as a member of a team.  

The Equipping God’s People Award offers such an opportunity to anyone 
wanting to grow in their Christian faith. Simply achieving an award 
doesn’t necessarily make us a “good disciple”, or qualify us for a 
specific ministry, but it might at least inspire and encourage us to learn 

more. 

There are 3 types of Award – the General, the Specialist and the 
Foundations in Living God’s Love Award. This leaflet explains the 
Specialist Award. 
 

WHO IS THE SPECIALIST AWARD FOR? 
Anyone who has a particular interest in an aspect of discipleship or 
perhaps exercises a particular ministry in the church and wants to 
learn more about it. It may be useful for e.g. a pastoral team or 
bereavement visiting team to do some of the courses together as part 
of their initial training or ongoing learning. 
 

WHO CAN GAIN A SPECIALIST AWARD? 
Anyone! Awards are given for attendance at courses, not for academic 
ability (though if you have to write an essay, as part of your course, it 
counts towards the Award.). We ask you simply to write a one or two 
sentence reflection after each session about what you have learnt. 
There is a huge range of courses to choose from in the Equipping 
God’s People programme (see the Equipping God’s People/ Find a 
course section of the Diocesan website www.stalbans.anglican.org). 
Some are practical, others more theological or academic – so there is 
something for everyone. 
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WHAT DOES THE SPECIALIST AWARD INVOLVE? 
There are three levels – Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards. 
These are awarded depending on how many sessions you 
have attended (a session is a morning, an afternoon or an 
evening). 
 
To secure the Award, you need to complete: 
Bronze Award - 5 sessions 
Silver Award - a further 8 sessions, plus one piece of 
written work or equivalent project 
Gold Award -  a further 11 sessions, plus two pieces of 
written work or equivalent project 
 
If a course itself includes a piece of written work, please 
contact the Parish Development Office to find out how 
many sessions it counts as. 
 
When you have attended the required number of sessions,  
and completed the written work or equivalent project if 
appropriate, and the reflections after each session, send 
them into the Parish Development Office. You will be 
awarded a signed certificate which will show which 
particular specialism you have achieved. 
 
HOW DO I CHOOSE WHICH COURSES TO DO? 
You can choose any course from the Equipping God’s 
People programme. 
 
The only requirement for the Specialist Award is that you 
make sure that a minimum number of the sessions you 
choose is directly related to your particular specialism, as 
shown below: 
 
For a Bronze Award - 4 out of 5 
For a Silver Award - 6 out of 8 
For a Gold Award – 8 out of 11  
 
If all your sessions are related to your subject area, that’s 
fine! 

An example: 
For a Bronze Award (Specialism - Children), you need to do 
five sessions. You might do an evening on child protection, a 
day learning about Messy Church (counts as 2 sessions), a 
session learning about being a school governor, and a 
session about young people’s faith development. All five 
sessions are related to your specialism! But if you replaced 
one of those sessions with a session about caring for older 
people, that would still allow you to be awarded your 
specialism in Children. 
 
WHICH SPECIALIST AREAS CAN I CHOOSE FROM? 
Specialist Awards are awarded in the following areas, with 
examples of what each specialism might include in brackets: 

• Children 

• Young people  

• Worship (including e.g. leading, music, prayer,  
      liturgy, healing ministry) 

• Pastoral care (including e.g. visiting, baptism    
      preparation, listening skills, bereavement care) 

• Church life and service (including training  
      relevant to wardens, sidespeople, treasurers  
      and related e.g. to stewardship, church buildings    
      management, churchyard management,   
      leadership, chairing meetings, dealing with    
      conflict) 

• Church history and spirituality (including e.g. the  
      Reformation, the lives of the saints, different   
      spiritualities e.g. Celtic, Ignatian) 

• Biblical studies (including Old and New  
      Testament, biblical languages) 
 
                                                 (list continued over) 


