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“We belong together in a creation which should be cherished and not simply used and consumed” 

and “ we need most of all an honest account of how we must live in the future if generations yet to 

come are not to inherit a denuded and exhausted planet”. 

These are just two quotations from last week’s deeply reflective House of Bishops Letter to people 

and parishes in this Election Year. The letter puts the focus on our economic, political and 

community life and is nothing less than an inspirational call for a new vision for Britain. 

 

 Another quotation, this time from the global south, comes from the Ambassador to the UN for 

Nauru, an island in the Pacific:   “As leaders we have a responsibility to fully articulate the risks our 

people face. If the politics are not favourable to speaking truthfully, then clearly we must devote 

more energy to changing the politics.” The speaker is Marlene Moses and her quote appears in a 

book by the author Naomi Klein who addressed 2000 people in Central Hall, Westminster last 

October. 

Climate change says Klein is a civilisational wake-up call, a powerful message delivered in fires, 

floods, storms and droughts. Confronting it is no longer about changing light bulbs. “The war our 

economic model is waging against life on earth is the most profound threat humanity has ever 

faced.” 

In response to a question about building ‘a counter power of rage at the injustice and yet hope’ Klein 

suggested local action: “Show a film, start a conversation, look at the work of transition towns, draw 

on religions to find messages of hope and help with inner transition and personal transformation.” 

 

 You can read Who is my neighbour?  by going to www.churchofengland.org/General Election2015 

 Naomi Klein’s book This Changes Everything is published by Allen Lane. 

 

So how can we, as people of faith, begin to recover and share with our local communities, a sense of 

the sacredness of life; of creation’s awesome gifts to us in plants, animals, soil, water and oxygen? 

Find out by coming along to our Environment Conference: Caring for God’s Earth on April 25 2015 in 

St Albans Cathedral. Martin Palmer, who has written more than 20 books on religious and 

environmental topics, who regularly contributes to radio and TV and co-chairs a UN Programme on 

Long- term Faith Commitments to a Living Planet, is our keynote speaker. Also appearing are author 

and founder of A ROCHA, Dave Bookless, Philip Roderick, founder and Director of the Quiet Garden 

Movement, David Shreeve, Director of the Conservation Foundation and Steve and Anne 

Hollinghurst of ‘Forest Church’ an ancient-future expression of church in connection with nature.  

Early booking is essential. You can download details and a booking form from our website: 

www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/caring-gods-earth 

 

Whilst you are preparing to challenging your parliamentary candidates on the doorstep or at 

Election Hustings this Spring, don’t forget to look at Hope for the Future which is an ecumenical, 

nationwide campaign to encourage and equip individuals, churches and groups to lobby on climate 

change. Go to www.hftf.org.uk for lots of ideas. 

 

Coming in the next Update: info about the UN Paris Summit later this year and news about a new 

Government 10 Year Strategy to address the decline in the numbers of bees and other pollinators. 
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