
THE BISHOP OF ST ALBANS’ HARVEST APPEAL 2022

NOT FORGOTTEN
This year, the Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal 
will help change the lives of people in Mozambique 
who have been traumatised and displaced by 
conflict. Having fled to safety, life still isn’t easy, 
and many are losing hope. Your support will help 
on-the-ground, local church partners to reach 
the most vulnerable; helping to change lives, 
transform communities and show God’s love 
where it is needed most.

Background
Located in south-eastern Africa, Mozambique is a country 
with a population of around 31 million people (World Bank, 
2020). Despite gaining independence from Portugal in 1975, 
Mozambique became caught up in a brutal civil war that 
only ended in 1992. The war destroyed lives and livelihoods, 
with more than 820,000 people having fled their homes and 
becoming internally displaced. More than 12 million people 
live below the poverty line. 

Life is hard. Since 2017, northern Mozambique has been 
under the reign of terror of a military insurgence group, 
where it is estimated that more than 2,000 people have 
been killed and thousands more have had to flee their 
homes. The country has faced terrorist attacks, political 
unrest, food shortages, and an onslaught of natural 
disasters including droughts, monsoons, floods and 
cyclones. Families and communities have suffered greatly 
from this relentless conflict. 

This is an urgent situation and we must do something 
today. As the tragedy continues to unfold in Mozambique, 
we cannot let it be forgotten.

Ibrahimo’s story
Ibrahimo, 49, lives in Mozambique with his wife, Viagem, 
and two children. When violence erupted in their village, 
they ran for their lives. They lived in the bush for several 
months but, thankfully, they found safety and currently live 
in temporary housing.

Surviving the unthinkable
He says, ‘Life is never the same again since we left our 
village. I used to sell bamboo for a living, which I used 
to fetch in the bush. But now the bush is invaded by the 
enemy, I can no longer cater to my family.’

Viagem adds, ‘We still remember as fresh as yesterday 
the night we almost perished, but God was with us. We 
left our house and all went in separate directions, not 
knowing where we were heading in the bush. The next 
morning, we found dead bodies in the bush beside the 
road. My aunt and her children lost their lives that night 
and till today we don’t know where my sister is, who was 
22 years old and pregnant.’

Not alone, never forgotten
A Tearfund partner, the Anglican Diocese of Nampula, 
stepped in to support Ibrahimo and provided them with a 
food package including maize, cooking oil, beans and soap; 
although small, it made a huge difference to their lives. 
Ibrahimo says, ‘It made us realise that we are not alone.’

 Above: Ibrahimo Momad (far left) and his family were displaced due to the 
terrorist attacks in northern Cabo Delgado Province in Mozambique
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‘I do not know much about tomorrow but I am happy,  
still alive and healthy.’ 
One day, Ibrahimo hopes his family will own their own 
house. He says, ‘When the war ends, we will meet again 
telling a different story. We hope, one day, things will go 
back to normal and our children will be able to play and 
study in their home community, we shall be able to do our 
work without fear, we shall cultivate in our own fields. We 
are grateful for all the support we are receiving.’

Pray with us
Why not spend a few minutes each day over this Harvest 
time and join us in prayer as we lift up those affected by 
the crisis in Mozambique:

• Pray for peace and unity, and for an end to the  
ongoing conflict and unrest; ask God to bring  
comfort and healing.

• Lift up those who have lost family or loved ones due  
to the conflict. Ask for peace; for God to wipe away  
their tears; and for Jesus to draw near to those who  
are hurt or grieving. 

• Pray that individuals and communities will come 
together, rebuild and become stronger together. 

• Remember Ibrahimo and his family – and the many  
just like them – who are rebuilding their lives after  
such tragic loss and devastation. Praise God that  
they have a hope and a future.

• Give thanks for the work of Tearfund and its local  
church partners, and all of those who are working 
faithfully, and tirelessly, to help bring change and 
transformation to Mozambique.

• Praise God for those faithful people around the world 
who are praying for the people of Mozambique and  
their country. Give thanks that they are not forgotten 
and that we will stand with them until we see an end  
to this crisis.

Donate to the Bishop of St Albans’  
Harvest Appeal
This is an emergency; an urgent, unfolding crisis  
and we must do something today. We cannot let  
this crisis go unnoticed. We must not forget the 
people of Mozambique.

Your gift today could help local church partners in 
Mozambique reach more vulnerable people, like 
Ibrahimo and Viagem. Your support will provide 
people with the means to get back on their feet, 
shining a light of hope in the midst of this devastating, 
ongoing crisis. For example, a gift of £52 could 
provide a family forced to flee their home with an 
emergency food package; £135 could give five 
families a hygiene kit, including soap, face masks  
and sanitary pads.

www.harvestappeal.org
 Above: Viagem, Ibrahimo’s wife, walking home with water
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