
 

An order for Morning Prayer 
on Wednesdays during 

Ordinary Time 



The Preparation 
 
All stand for 

The Opening Responses 
 O Lord, open our lips 
 and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

  
O Lord our governor,   
how glorious is your name in all the world!  
Your majesty above the heavens is praised 
out of the mouths of babes at the breast.  
You have founded a stronghold against your foes,   
that you might still the enemy and the avenger.  
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,  
the moon and the stars that you have ordained,  
what are mortals, that you should be mindful of them;  
mere human beings, that you should seek them out?  
You have made them little lower than the angels  
and crown them with glory and honour.  
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands  
and put all things under their feet, 
all sheep and oxen, even the wild beasts of the field,  
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea 
and whatsoever moves in the paths of the sea.  
O Lord our governor, how glorious is your name in all the world!  

 Psalm 8 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you, now and forever. 
Amen. 



The Word of God 
All sit to say 

The Psalm of the Day 
Psalm 34 

1  I will bless the Lord at all times; * 
his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 

2  My soul shall glory in the Lord; * 
let the humble hear and be glad. 

3  O magnify the Lord with me; * 
let us exalt his name together. 

4 I sought the Lord and he answered me * 
 and delivered me from all my fears. 
5  Look upon him and be radiant * 
 and your faces shall not be ashamed. 
6  This poor soul cried, and the Lord heard me * 
 and saved me from all my troubles.  
7  The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him* 
 and delivers them. 
8  O taste and see that the Lord is gracious; * 
 blessed is the one who trusts in him. 
9  Fear the Lord, all you his holy ones, * 
 for those who fear him lack nothing. 
10  Lions may lack and suffer hunger, * 
 but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.  
11  Come, my children, and listen to me; * 
 I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
12  Who is there who delights in life * 
 and longs for days to enjoy good things? 
13  Keep your tongue from evil * 
 and your lips from lying words. 
14  Turn from evil and do good; * 
 seek peace and pursue it.  
15  The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous * 
 and his ears are open to their cry. 
16  The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, * 
 to root out the remembrance of them from the earth. 
17  The righteous cry and the Lord hears them * 
 and delivers them out of all their troubles. 
18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted * 
 and will save those who are crushed in spirit.  
 



19  Many are the troubles of the righteous; * 
 from them all will the Lord deliver them. 
20  He keeps all their bones, * 
 so that not one of them is broken. 
21  But evil shall slay the wicked * 
 and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
22  The Lord ransoms the life of his servants * 
 and will condemn none who seek refuge in him.  

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Old Testament Reading 

A reading from the first book of Chronicles. 
 

King David said to the whole assembly, ‘My son Solomon, whom alone God 
has chosen, is young and inexperienced, and the work is great; for the 
temple will not be for mortals but for the Lord God. So I have provided for 
the house of my God, so far as I was able, the gold for the things of gold, the 
silver for the things of silver, and the bronze for the things of bronze, the iron 
for the things of iron, and wood for the things of wood, besides great 
quantities of onyx and stones for setting, antimony, coloured stones, all sorts 
of precious stones, and marble in abundance. Moreover, in addition to all that 
I have provided for the holy house, I have a treasure of my own of gold and 
silver, and because of my devotion to the house of my God I give it to the 
house of my God: three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and 
seven thousand talents of refined silver, for overlaying the walls of the 
house, and for all the work to be done by artisans, gold for the things of gold 
and silver for the things of silver. Who then will offer willingly, consecrating 
themselves today to the Lord?’ 
Then the leaders of ancestral houses made their freewill-offerings, as did also 
the leaders of the tribes, the commanders of the thousands and of the 
hundreds, and the officers over the king’s work. They gave for the service of 
the house of God five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, ten 
thousand talents of silver, eighteen thousand talents of bronze, and one 
hundred thousand talents of iron. Whoever had precious stones gave them to 
the treasury of the house of the Lord, into the care of Jehiel the 
Gershonite. Then the people rejoiced because these had given willingly, for 
with single mind they had offered freely to the Lord; King David also rejoiced 
greatly. 1 Chronicles 29: 1–9 
 

So ends the first reading. 
 



Canticle 
Return to the Lord, who will have mercy, 
to our God, who will richly pardon.  
 

Seek the Lord while he may be found,  
call upon him while he is near; 
Let the wicked abandon their ways, and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
Return to the Lord, who will have mercy; 
to our God, who will richly pardon.  
‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  
neither are your ways my ways,’ says the Lord. 
‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth,   
so are my ways higher than your ways  
and my thoughts than your thoughts.  
‘As the rain and the snow come down from above,   
and return not again but water the earth,  
‘Bringing forth life and giving growth,  seed for sowing and bread to eat, 
‘So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;   
it will not return to me fruitless, 
‘But it will accomplish that which I purpose,   
and succeed in the task I gave it.’  Isaiah 55: 6–11 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.  
 

Return to the Lord, who will have mercy,  
to our God, who will richly pardon.  

 

The New Testament Reading 
 A reading from the Gospel according to St Mark 

 

Again Jesus and his disciples came to Jerusalem. As he was walking in the 
temple, the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came to him and said, ‘By 
what authority are you doing these things? Who gave you this authority to do 
them?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will ask you one question; answer me, and I will 
tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come 
from heaven, or was it of human origin? Answer me.’ They argued with one 
another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say, “Why then did you not 
believe him?” But shall we say, “Of human origin”?’—they were afraid of the 
crowd, for all regarded John as truly a prophet. So they answered Jesus, ‘We 
do not know.’ And Jesus said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things.’  St Mark 11: 27–end 
 

So ends the second reading. 
 

Silence is kept 
 



 
All remain seated for  

The Responsory 
 Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 
 and afterwards receive me with glory. 
 Lord, you will guide me with your counsel  
 and afterwards receive me with glory. 
 For I am always with you; 
 you hold me by my right hand. 
 And afterwards receive me with glory. 
 Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  
 Lord, you will guide me with your counsel  
 and afterwards receive me with glory. 
 
All stand to say 

Benedictus 
Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,  
who has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,  
born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets God promised of old  
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all that hate us. 
To show mercy to our ancestors, and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:  
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship him without fear,  
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,  
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
to give his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of all their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God  
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  St Luke 1: 68–79 

 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.  Amen.    
 



 
All sit or kneel for  

The Prayers 
 

Intercessions are offered ending with  

The Collect of the Day  
Almighty God,  
who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit  
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love:  
grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel  
that, always abiding in you, 
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 Amen. 

 
The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Conclusion 
 

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,  
and keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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