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As toddler groups we plant many different seeds in 
the lives of the families that come through our doors: 
seeds of value, support, friendship and faith. This 
year’s Playtime conference will look at the many ways 
we can make those seeds grow and blossom in all 
aspects of leading a toddler group.

Toddler groups provide such an important ministry, 
enabling churches to reach young families and give 
them much-needed love and support.

It’s not always easy to find time to keep coming up with 
creative ways to keep your toddler groups engaged and 
energised whilst helping them grow. At the Playtime 
conference you’ll get lots of inspiration and fresh ideas 
from leading a team, to exploring interactive storytelling 
and discovering crafts for all seasons.  

During the day we’ll have a chance to worship together, 
plus you’ll also have the opportunity to network with 
other leaders. It really is a day not to miss! 

Planting 
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Planting seeds
Rob Parsons, OBE
Chairman and Founder, Care for the Family
There is incredible potential in a seed, but that’s not enough. 
Whether it’s a good intention, a creative idea or a new dream: 
that seed has to actually be planted! But what if it doesn’t 
grow? In this session Rob will inspire us to sow seeds 
liberally and to leave the result to God. After all Jesus said, 
“My Father is the gardener.”

Life in all its fullness
Katharine Hill 
UK Director, Care for the Family
It’s not all about numbers, but it is about multiplication – 
a few seeds into a harvest, a couple of loaves of bread to 
feed 5,000, and fruit from the vine. How can we tap into 
the vast resources of heaven so we experience not just 
planting, but growth?

Worship Leader
Sue Rinaldi
Sue travels internationally as a worship 
leader, concert artist, speaker and 
creative consultant, and has also been 
instrumental in developing the new 
Playtime: Action Songs for Toddlers CD.

Join Rob and Katharine as they share their hearts for this ministry 
and bring words of affirmation for the great job you do as leaders.  

Main sessions

Last year’s  
conference sold out  

so book early to 
guarantee your place 

at this year’s 
conference.



Workshops
Morning session

Afternoon - session 1

Do you want your parent and toddler group to be more than a good 
community service?  Do you want to share the love of God with the parents/
carers and children who come? Toddler Church is a great way to do this and 
this workshop will seek to give you ideas and resources to help you.

Volunteers are vital to the success of virtually every parent and 
toddler group.  In this workshop we’ll look at some of the dos and 
don’ts that will help us not only get the best from our volunteers, 
but make it a worthwhile experience for them too.

Playing your way through God’s Big Story: Bob will help us to 
retell the Bible in a fun, interactive and engaging way.

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me" – but not just so they could 
sit on his lap and watch. Come and spend some time with Elle as she 
explores the spirituality of under fours, what they are truly capable of, and 
how we can practically encourage and nurture them.

Hear from Ursula and Helen, the founders of the hugely successful Small 
Wonders group which meets with 180 children weekly. This workshop will be 
full of practical ideas on loving parents and carers as well as the children. 
Discover the revolutionary values at the heart of this stay and play group.

TODDLER CHURCH – SHARING FAITH WITH FAMILIES 
Rachel Gotobed, Salvation Army

YOU AND YOUR TEAM 
Paula Pridham, Care for the Family 

STORYTIME AS PLAYTIME 
Bob Hartman, children’s author and storyteller

WHAT IS GOD DOING THROUGH MY TODDLER? 
Elle Bird, Head of Kids and Youth Ministry for St Chads Church, Romiley

VALUING THOSE WHO STEP THROUGH YOUR DOOR 
Ursula Wastall and Helen Gamble, Small Wonders stay and play group



Morning session

Afternoon - session 1

How can you add value to your toddler group? Crafts offer parents and 
toddlers an opportunity to be creative together. In this workshop we’ll be 
looking at different craft ideas based on the seasons and special celebrations 
during the year. This is for everyone; come along and be inspired to get crafty! 

Why are so few men involved in the parent and toddler group world? Are men 
being passive or do they feel unwelcome? How do we get more involved? And 
how do we support the intrepid pioneers who are already there? Explore all 
these questions and more.

Steve and Paula will help us understand how we can come alongside those who 
have been bereaved, including understanding the impact of grief on families; how 
to support grieving adults and children; creative suggestions for families; what to 
say – and not say; and how to identify if someone needs professional support.

How can your toddler group contribute to the mission of the Church?  
This workshop will look at recent research findings and help you map the 
potential missional connections your toddler group could have across your 
church and beyond.

LET’S MAKE! CRAFTS FOR ALL SEASONS 
Rachel Ball, Writer

WHERE ARE THE MEN? 
Mark Chester, Who Let the Dads Out

SUPPORTING THOSE WHO ARE GRIEVING
Steve and Paula Smart, Care for the Family

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE!
Mary Hawes, National Children and Youth Adviser for the Church of England

Afternoon - session 2

Postnatal depression affects at least one in five mums. Many suffer alone without 
realising it is treatable. This insightful workshop will cover what to look out for as 
common signs and symptoms and explore ways that toddler groups can help bring 
practical and emotional support in the tough early years.

Planting or growing a toddler group should be celebrated by all, including 
church leadership. But how can we move from toddler groups being an 
add-on extra to being an integral part of our church community?

ARE YOU REALLY OK? HOW TODDLER GROUPS CAN BEST SUPPORT 
MUMS AND DADS WITH POSTNATAL DEPRESSION
Rachel Pumphrey and Trid Johnson, Acacia Family support

PLANTING THE SEED AMONG THE FLOWERS – HOW INFLUENTIAL 
LEADERSHIP MATTERS WHEN GROWING YOUR TODDLER GROUP
Hannah Miles, Children and Families Pastor, Sutton Vineyard



I feel now that what I do 
is important and that I am 
important. I am encouraged to 
go ahead and try new things.”

A new sense of purpose, 
direction and momentum 
for our group."

Exhibition Zone Discover new and inspiring ideas and resources in our Exhibition Zone …  



Saturday 29 September
Riverside Vineyard Church,  
Air Park Way, FELTHAM,  
West London TW13 7LX 
9.30 am to 4.30 pm  
(Registration from 9.00 am)

A packed lunch and refreshments 
are included in your booking fee. 
Please let us know of any dietary 
requirements by calling us.

Coming as a group enables you to have someone in ALL of the 
workshops and will maximise the impact of the day!

Bring your team and enjoy a day away together! 

Early bird rate! Until 3 July
1-3 tickets - £25 
4+ tickets - £22

Standard rate  4 July – 27 Sept
1-3 tickets - £31
4+ tickets - £28

To book:

Playtime National 
Conference 2018

           cff.org.uk/playtime

           029 2081 0800

Great things to 
look out for!  
• An extensive choice  

of workshops
• A fantastic line-up of  

guest speakers
• A day full of creativity,  

fresh ideas and resources
• Lunch and refreshments  

all included
• Exhibition zone and Playtime 

shop packed with resources



Resourcing 

church toddler 

groups

Lovely ideas 
for moving and 
developing our 
toddler group.  
Lots of great 
resource ideas.”
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Important information: We regret that conference fees cannot be refunded. However, if you are unable to attend, 
you may pass your ticket on to someone you feel may benefit from this conference. Please note that we do not have 
facilities to accommodate babies and children at this conference.

/careforthefamily @Care4theFamily @Care4theFamily
Care for the Family – a Christian response to a world of need. A registered charity (England and Wales: 1066905; Scotland: SC038497).
A company limited by guarantee no. 3482910. Registered in England and Wales. Registered office: Garth House, Leon Avenue, Cardiff CF15 7RG.

Connect with the Playtime community on Facebook @cffplaytime 

Sign up to receive our free Playtime newsletter by  
email at cff.org.uk/playtime. You'll get:
• Articles to inspire you and ideas to resource your toddler group
• Access to a treasure trove of crafts, recipes and special events
• Smalltalk articles to give out to families within your groups

Keeping in touch


