
A 
Comforting 

Hope
Isaiah 40.1-11



Isaiah 40.1-21
v. 1 Console, console my people, says your God v. 2

Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and proclaim to 
her that her warfare  has been fulfilled,  that her 
punishment has been accepted, that she has 
received from the  hand of the Lord, double for 
all her sin.



Isaiah 40.3-5
v. 3 A voice proclaims 'In the wilderness make the 
Lord's way clear, make  straight in the Jordan 
valley, a highway for our God v. 4 Every valley will 
be lifted up and every mountain and hill brought 
low, the steep parts will be  levelled and the 
rough bits made into a plain. v. 5and the glory of 
the Lord will be uncovered, and all living beings  
together will see it, because the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken. 



Isaiah 40.6-8

v. 6 A voice says 'Proclaim' and I say 'What shall I 
proclaim?' All flesh is grass,  and all their loving 
kindness is like a flower of the field. v. 7 The grass 
withers and the flower droops when the breath of 
the Lord blows on it; surely the  people are grass. 
v. 8 The grass withers and the flower droops but 
the word of our God will  rise for ever.



Isaiah 40.9-11

v. 9 Go up to a high mountain, herald Zion; lift up your 
voice with power,  herald Jerusalem, lift up, do not be 
afraid, say to the cities of Judah  'Behold your God’. v. 
10 Behold the Lord God will come with might and his 
shoulder will rule for  him, behold his reward is with 
him and his wages are before him. v. 11 He will take 
care of his flock like a shepherd, on his shoulder he 
will gather the sucking lambs and in his bosom he will 
carry their mothers guiding them to a place of rest.



Isaiah 40.1-11
Setting the Scene





Psalm 137.1-4

•By the rivers of Babylon -- there we sat down 
and there we wept when we remembered Zion.  
2 On the willows there we hung up our harps.  3 
For there our captors asked us for songs, and our 
tormentors asked for mirth, saying, "Sing us one 
of the songs of Zion!“  4 How could we sing the 
LORD's song in a foreign land?  5 If I forget you, 
O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither! 



The Voices of 
Isaiah 40



Voices

• Voice 1 – The general call to comfort (God’s voice)



Isaiah 40.1-2

•1 Console, console my people, says your God 2
Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and proclaim to 
her that her warfare  has been fulfilled,  that her 
punishment has been accepted, that she has 
received from the  hand of the Lord, double for 
all her sin.



Voices

• Voice 1 – Comfort
• Voice 2 - ‘In the Wilderness prepare the way of the Lord..’



Isaiah 40.1-11

v. 3 A voice proclaims 'In the wilderness make the 
Lord's way clear, make  straight in the Jordan valley, a 
highway for our God v. 4 Every valley will be lifted up 
and every mountain and hill brought low, the steep 
parts will be  levelled and the rough bits made into a 
plain. v. 5 and the glory of the Lord will be uncovered, 
and all living beings  together will see it, because the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken. 



Voices

• Voice 1 – Comfort
• Voice 2 - In the Wilderness
• Voice 3 – Proclaim (the same as voice 1 or voice 2?)
• Voice 4 – (I) What shall I proclaim



Isaiah 40.6-8

v. 6 A voice says 'Proclaim' and I say 'What shall I 
proclaim?' All flesh is grass,  and all their loving 
kindness is like a flower of the field. v. 7 The grass 
withers and the flower droops when the breath of 
the Lord blows on it; surely the  people are grass. 
v. 8 The grass withers and the flower droops but 
the word of our God will  rise for ever.



Voices

• Voice 1 – Comfort
• Voice 2 - In the Wilderness
• Voice 3 – Proclaim
• Voice 4 – (I) What shall I proclaim
• Voice 3 - The Word of the Lord endures and Get up to a high 

mountain 
• Voice 5 – the people who proclaim ‘Behold your God’ are those being 

comforted at the start.



Isaiah 40.9-10

v. 9 Go up to a high mountain, herald Zion; lift up 
your voice with power,  herald Jerusalem, lift up, 
do not be afraid, say to the cities of Judah  
'Behold your God' v. 10 Behold the Lord God will 
come with might and his shoulder will rule for  
him, behold his reward is with him and his wages 
are before him.



Additional Features to Notice

• The shifting meaning of the word comfort



Comfort

• As a strengthening action
• Bishop Odo comforts his troops
• Speak to the heart of Jerusalem



Additional Features to Notice

• The shifting meaning of the word comfort
• The theological significance of wilderness as a place to find hope



Wilderness
• The theological 

importance of 
wilderness
• Joshua, John the 

Baptist etc…
• And at the exile



Ezekiel 11.22-25

• 22 Then the cherubim lifted up their wings, with the 
wheels beside them; and the glory of the God of 
Israel was above them.   23 And the glory of the 
LORD ascended from the middle of the city, and 
stopped on the mountain east of the city.   24 The 
spirit lifted me up and brought me in a vision by the 
spirit of God into Chaldea, to the exiles. Then the 
vision that I had seen left me.   25 And I told the 
exiles all the things that the LORD had shown me.





Additional Features to Notice

• The shifting meaning of the word comfort
• The theological significance of wilderness as a place to find hope
• Note the hopelessness of the prophet when asked to proclaim and 

the message of hope



Isaiah 40.6-8

v. 6 A voice says 'Proclaim' and I say 'What shall I 
proclaim?' All flesh is grass,  and all their loving 
kindness is like a flower of the field. v. 7 The grass 
withers and the flower droops when the breath of 
the Lord blows on it; surely the  people are grass. 
v. 8 The grass withers and the flower droops but 
the word of our God will  rise for ever.



Isaiah 40.9-11

v. 9 Go up to a high mountain, herald Zion; lift up your 
voice with power,  herald Jerusalem, lift up, do not be 
afraid, say to the cities of Judah  'Behold your God’. v. 
10 Behold the Lord God will come with might and his 
shoulder will rule for  him, behold his reward is with 
him and his wages are before him. v. 11 He will take 
care of his flock like a shepherd, on his shoulder he 
will gather the sucking lambs and in his bosom he will 
carry their mothers guiding them to a place of rest.



If you were to 
be called to 
‘speak comfort 
to the heart of 
your 
community’,  
what would you 
say?


