
Advent Services 
Cribs, Christingles, Children, Carols… and

Covid



Introduction

Every year there is a lot of pressure from retailers and society in
general to rush through Advent (or ignore it altogether) and get
straight to Christmas. 

Traditionally Advent, like Lent, was a penitential season that
inspired and reminded the church of the spiritual discipline of
waiting that encourages expectation and hope.

Rightly, the national Church of England campaign is called
'Comfort and Joy'. There is, however, room for Advent hope too:
this season many will be hoping for the end of lockdowns and
Covid restrictions. Advent hymns and readings that speak of the
hope of a Saviour who is coming will feel familiar to most
people in Advent 2020.  



Send a large gift tag to everyone on your mailing list, or get
people to cut up Christmas cards and attach string to them.
Encourage them to draw or write something about “what
are you waiting for this Advent?” and hang it on their
Christmas tree as a decoration. Ask them to take a photo of
their tag and collect them all as a gallery on your church’s
Facebook page, or on your Twitter or Instagram feed.
(Thanks to https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/after-a-
christening/christmas-tree-prayers/ for this idea).
Encourage local businesses to create shop window displays
on the theme “light in a time of darkness.” Have a hashtag
that they can all use. Use the same one for your church’s
social media.
Use this “Faith at Home for Advent” resource for families,
with daily activities:
https://stalbanscme.com/2020/09/16/faith-at-home-for-
advent-2020/
Set up a “journey to the manger” in your churchyard –
people are using them more than ever this year. Use
different spaces or items in the churchyard to tell the story
of the Annunciation, Joseph’s dream, and the journey to
Bethlehem, finishing, if possible, at an outdoor crib scene.
You could have LED candles available for people to light at
the crib scene if they wanted to (have hand sanitiser
available for them to use before touching the candle).

Advent Activities

 

https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/after-a-christening/christmas-tree-prayers/
https://stalbanscme.com/2020/09/16/faith-at-home-for-advent-2020/


Someone will start off expressing in a ‘trailer’ that they're rather
‘worried about Christmas’ - Covid, cost, etc.
They’ll be ‘given’ an Advent Calendar which sends them off round the
parish/es  knocking on a different numbered door (prearranged!)
each day in December to find out more about how other people are
preparing for Christmas in a hopeful way.
When a door opens, the person inside will be holding up a word, eg
‘generosity’; ’service' and say a couple of lines about what that word
means for them. We will probably add a bit of music, with a short
Bible verse projected etc.
By the end of their Advent journey, the person who was worried will
be much more hopeful and full of wonder at what Christmas is
about. The final door will probably lead into a nativity scene.
The tone of the whole thing will be ‘light’ and aimed at engaging
unchurched people as well as our regulars.
Ask people to share with their friends on their own
Facebook/Instagram pages etc.

Every night at 6 pm, people gather at a different door and the door
opens and something happens - carol singing, a poem is read, music,
a short play etc. for 15 minutes. 
Lots of different doors: doors to  houses, industrial units, shops,
firestation, library etc. 
Alternatively do an online version where a 'door opens' on your
website and you do a short film of various groups and activities for
each night.

A  'Living Advent calendar’ that will be ‘opened' on Facebook each day.

The basic idea is as follows…

A variation on the theme:

 


