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How do we make the season useful for Christians in a time the world has already been celebrating Christmas for weeks!  

This sheet attempts to give some ideas.  We hope you find it stimulates your worship planning for Advent.   

Advent is a season filled with hope and expectation.  It is easy to plan imaginative worship that is full of the 

Christmas hope, and relatively easy to give opportunities to help individuals prepare for this.  What is much 

harder is to help people (and especially all ages) to engage with the hope of Christ coming again to claim the 

kingdom as his own.  We have tried to address this a little but if you have any good ideas, please let us know. 

Advent Wreath 
There are various different colours of candles you may wish 

to use, depending on what you wish to draw out.  It is a good 

idea to co-ordinate colours with Advent wreaths in local 

schools 

4 Red, 1 white 

4 purple, 1 white 

3 purple, 1 pink, 1 white.  the pink one is for  

Advent 3 (Gaudete) not Advent 4 (Our Lady!!) 

 
Many churches use an Advent Wreath in worship during Advent, 

but have you thought about how to embed it in the worship so 

that it amplifies the meaning of (for instance) the Gathering, rather 

than being merely an add-on before the children go out?  Here is a 
possible structure.  Do let us know if you use it in different ways. 

Greeting 

Half of opening hymn whilst ministers (and choir if room) gather 
around Advent Wreath 

Kyrie Confession from ‘Times and Seasons Prayers of Penitence at the 

Advent Wreath’ 

Absolution 

Collect 

Light latest candle on ring (earlier candles already lit at start of 

service) whilst everyone says relevant prayer from Times and Seasons 
Advent Wreath material 

End of first hymn while everyone moves to places and children go to 
Junior Church 

1st  reading ….. 

Words of dismissal from 
Times and Seasons 
Using these words for the dismissal 

each week in Advent, is very effective 

in heightening the sense of 

expectation and with minimal 

explanation can lead to thinking about 

the coming of the Kingdom 

 
With love and compassion, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

With judgement and mercy, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

In power and glory,  
come, Lord Jesus. 

In wisdom and truth, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

As we await our coming Saviour,  

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

Personal preparation 
It’s good in Advent to offer space to 

reflect. 

Try a simple said Compline regularly 

during Advent atmospherically lit with 

candles. 

‘Quiet Advent' -  open up the church at 

8pm one night early in Advent for 

people to come in and pray in the space 

and light candles. You might offer 

exposition in one corner, laying on of 

hands and anointing for healing in 

another, or offer confession or spiritual 

direction in another chapel. Wrap it all 

up with Compline at about 9.15pm. 

 

Video 
https://skitguys.com/videos/item/come-thou-long-expected-jesus 

This would work well at an all age communion or a service with 

some fringe church members.  It fits best the later Sundays in 

Advent.  

Show it before the first hymn or use it in the sermon to talk 

about the story of salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Alternatively, if you haven’t  

seen it before, you may like 

http://bustedhalo.com/video/advent-in-two-minutes (and it’s 

free!) 

 

Song 
Christ be our light 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJq3bhdgQoc 

This is becoming better known but if you 

don’t know it, it provides an evocative and 

easy to learn hymn that fits Advent themes 

beautifully.  The copyright is covered by a 

Calamus license 

https://skitguys.com/videos/item/come-thou-long-expected-jesus
http://bustedhalo.com/video/advent-in-two-minutes
https://skitguys.com/my-account/details/31486
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJq3bhdgQoc


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Posada – The Travelling Crib 
The Church Army offer a simple 

resource for helping families to 

keep Christ in Advent.  Mary, 

Joseph and the donkey spend a 

night in a different house in the 

parish each day of Advent.  Using 

knitted crib figures makes it  

much more accessible to children.  Encourage schools and 

children’s groups to join in.  Give each house on the rota a 

prayer to say when they host the travellers and receive them 

in church each Sunday and on Christmas Eve on their 

journey.  For more details see 

http://www.churcharmy.org/Groups/248192/Church_Army/C

hurch_Army/Resources/Posada/Posada.aspx or contact the 

DWLC if you would like suggested words to use, knitting 

patterns, or ideas about rotas. 

 
Picture 
https://acyberpilgrim.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/advent-2.jpg 

 

This seems to be copyright free.  Please let us know if you 

discover otherwise. 

 

Poem 
Advent Journey 

We have a journey to make: come with me now 
From the cradle of your security, the things that define 
What you think you are - beauty or wit or wisdom - 
The heavy possessions that clog your feet with earth. 
Look up instead to the shining sky - and one star 
A burning globe of silver that will lead us 
Onward and onward: take that star as our guide. 
A journey must have a beginning: this begins 
With a tremor in the heart, the expectation 
That there is more to our lives than getting and gaining, 
The armour of prejudice and the deadly web 
Of lies we tell to others and ourselves. 
Let them go now, for this journey we travel without 

luggage. 
A journey must have a map: we have a map 
Written and full of wonders - valleys shall be 
Exalted and mountains levelled, the crooked ways 
Made straight and the rough places plain, the desert 

flower 
And blossom like a rose; and so we travel on. 
A journey must have an end: this journey ends 
In a cave hewn from the rock, rough-coated beasts 
Whose breath warms the singing air, and in their 

manger 
A new-born child, fragile and vulnerable, 
Who is the world's Creator. Here we enter 
And kneel to worship the living Word made flesh 
And the end of all our journeying is Love. 
We have a journey to make. Come with us now. 
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There are many other possibilities.  Have a look at  
https://www.journeywithjesus.net/poetry/poetry-
index?jwjpoetrygenre=1 

Music 
If you want some orchestral music that demonstrates 

something of the cataclysmic power of the coming of the 

Kingdom of God, then listen to Veni, Veni Emmanuel by James 

MacMillan 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEN-QwnlY2M 

A rule of thumb for Advent 
 
If it worries you to start celebrating Christmas early, 

then try this for a rule to plan by: 

1. If you are expecting any number of people to 

come who are there only infrequently, then don’t 

be afraid to hit them with Christmas.  It might be 

the only time you’ll see them before Easter! 

2. If you are expecting only your regular 

congregation, then use the opportunity to sing 

some great Advent hymns and preach some great 

sermons on the texts for the day. 

Prayer 
 

Here is a good set of intercessions that bridge the gap between 

the first and second coming of Christ 

https://cafod.org.uk/content/download/588/5710/version/6/file/

Prayer_Advent_dispel-our-fears_liturgy.pdf 

If you have interesting ideas about worship in 

Advent, feel free to email them to us at 

stalbansdwlc@gmail.com 

We will endeavour to circulate them. 

 

To sign up to what we hope will be a regular monthly 

sheet on ideas for worship email us at the same 

address asking to be put onto the circulation list. 
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