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Welcome 
We are glad that you have taken the first step in exploring the possibility of being our next Team Vicar.  The following document has been put 
together to help you in your discernment process.  It will give you some idea of who we are, our challenges and opportunities, and what we 
could offer if you come to join us.  Read on! 
 

What is our vacancy? 
We are looking for a Team Vicar for the Benefice of Langelei with special responsibility for All Saints, Kings Langley.  The Benefice comprises 
four parishes, each with one church, in the Deanery of Hemel Hempstead within the Diocese of St. Albans:  
• All Saints, Kings Langley • St Benedict’s, Bennetts End 
• St Mary’s, Apsley End • Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green 

 
This is an appointment within a team and will involve participation in the work of the other parishes in the Benefice.  The exact division of ministry will depend on the gifts 
and experiences of each of the team members.  As a guide, you will offer approximately 25% of parish time in the other parishes, primarily St Mary’s, Apsley.  This might 

look like one Sunday a month, a share of occasional offices, and holiday cover for midweek Eucharist and care 
home Communions.  The successful candidate will be someone who can warmly embrace the threefold 
orders of ministry by both male and female ministers. 
 

Where is the Benefice? 
You may be wondering where Langelei is!  The Benefice sits in a triangle between Hemel Hempstead, 
Watford and St Albans approximately 20 miles northwest of London on the southern edge of the Chiltern 
Hills, with beautiful ancient woodlands and countryside on the doorstep.  When the Benefice was created in 
2009 the medieval word Langelei (long meadow) was chosen to describe the valley flowing southwest from 
Hemel to include Kings Langley which had at that point recently joined the team. 
 
The area has excellent transport links to both the M25 and M1 and is part of 
the London commuter belt.  There is a wide choice of good schools and 
colleges in the local area and the modern, 4-bedroom vicarage in the heart of 
Kings Langley village is within easy walking distance of the church and local 
shops. 
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Who are we? 
We are a Benefice of four parishes each led by a PCC, with an overarching Team Council which has responsibilities for communications and office administration. The Team 
Council meets at least twice a year and comprises the three stipendiary clergy and two lay representatives from each parish. 
 
Each parish has responsibility for its own mission, ministry and finances, and we value the freedom to respond to our own local contexts and celebrate the diversity of each 
church's own traditions and vision.  However, we are also committed to one another, enjoying affectionate relationships between the 4 congregations.  We do some things 
best together, and some best separately, and try to maintain a light touch on that.  Currently we worship together on Ash Wednesday and on the anniversary of our 
formation as a team in October; we have an annual joint Quiet Day; walk the Easter Monday pilgrimage to St Albans together; jointly prepare children for Communion 
before Confirmation; and organise occasional team socials. 
 
The staffing level of the Benefice is 3 full time stipendiary clergy (each parish warrants 75% of a priest's time), with additional support from one licensed Lay Reader, two 
retired Readers as well as two clergy with Permission to Officiate.  Since January 2017 St Mary's and St Benedict's have formed a new pairing, sharing the Revd Richard 
Howlett's time on a 50/50 basis.  The Revd Lizzie Hood is based at Holy Trinity but offers 25% of her parish time in support of St Benedict's.  The new Team Vicar would be 
based at All Saints and would similarly offer 25% of their parish time in support of St Mary's.  Lizzie is the Team Rector of the Benefice and also the Rural Dean of Hemel 
Hempstead.  The team meets weekly for prayer, bible study, mutual support and team business.  They very much value truly collegial relationships, listening to and 
encouraging one another and pooling their different skills and talents for the benefit of the whole team.  The Benefice has been a training ground for curates and we hope 
this will continue in the future. 
 
The Benefice is supported by an experienced part-time Administrator, working 22.5 hours per week, who is based at All Saints. 
 
 
 
 

 

Benefice Quiet Day at Douai Abbey Revd Lizzie Hood                                     Revd Richard Howlett 
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What are we looking for in a Team Vicar? 
We are looking for someone who: 

Is a person of prayer 
• Who will pray with us and our community 
• Who will lead us on a journey deeper into God 

Has a love of God’s people 
• Who can nurture and encourage others to respond to God’s call on their lives 
• Who has strong pastoral skills and the ability to relate to each individual 
• Who is an effective communicator and can inspire through clear and enthusiastic presentation of the Gospel  
• Who has the confidence to listen and respond to the views and ideas of others  
• Who enjoys sharing the life of the community and having fun together 

Is a person of vision  
• Who is a clear thinker, unafraid to be innovative in meeting the challenges we face  
• Who is able, with imagination and enthusiasm, to help us to grow the church  
• Who has the vision to develop a welcoming, inclusive and accessible approach to faith  
• Who can see our potential and help us to be what we could be 

Is an inclusive leader  
• Who is personable and self-aware, energetic in spreading God’s word  
• Who is well-organised and able to work alongside other clergy and lay people 
• Who can lead us to achieve our Mission Action Plan Goals 

Finally, we are looking forward to the successful applicant bringing their own gifts and experience to the role that we did not even know 
we needed! 
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What can we offer? 
Support 
• A close, trusting and supportive Deanery Chapter, conveniently close to the Diocesan ‘hub’ 
• An experienced and hard-working Benefice team, offering collegiality and friendship 
• A competent part-time team administrator 
• Open-minded and supportive congregation keen to work with you and help you succeed, willing to give time, energy and prayer  
• Active and enthusiastic PCC and churchwardens, eager to achieve our Mission Action Plan 
• A generous charitable trust to support and nurture children’s and adult education in the Benefice 
 
Opportunity 
• Potential to make a mark – there’s work to be done! 
• Build the spiritual life of the congregation and make new disciples 
• Strengthen links with local schools and community organisations in Kings Langley 
• The challenge of a re-ordering project – and a team of people who are eager to do it with you 
• Raise the profile of All Saints’ historic building with its royal tomb as a significant tourism opportunity  
 
Quality of life 
• A spacious, modern 4-bedroom family home in the heart of Kings Langley village 
• Easy access to London (25 minutes from Kings Langley by rail) and road networks 
• The area has much to offer by way of beautiful countryside and varied leisure activities  
• Good local primary and secondary schools 
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All Saints’ Church, Kings Langley 
All Saints’ Church is the parish church of Kings Langley and has a significant presence in a strong, active and supportive community in the village.  There are currently 103 on 
our electoral roll, with usual Sunday attendance of around 50 adults.  There are very few children and young people – an average of 5 children and 1 teenager in the regular 
Sunday service.  All these numbers have declined in recent years, and reaching out to children and young families is something we know we must do to balance an 
otherwise ageing congregation.  As a traditional village church, we do have the opportunity to connect with local families - many of whom request baptisms, weddings and 
funerals.  In the last year there have been 13 baptisms, 7 weddings and 12 funerals.  Christmas, Easter and Remembrance services all have good attendance including many 
non-regular churchgoers.  We recently celebrated our 800th anniversary with a host of events.   Kings Langley has a Churches Together network, the ministers of the 
different churches meeting from time to time for lunch, and there is an active Christian Aid network in Kings Langley, raising much needed funds and awareness. 
 
The church building is one of Hertfordshire’s most beautiful ancient churches and is a Grade II* listed building, founded in 1215.  During the last year we have opened the 
church on a daily basis and have had a significant number of visitors, both from the local community and much further afield, many attracted to view the royal tomb of 
Edmund of Langley, the first Duke of York.  We are fortunate to be supported by an active Friends of All Saints group who raise funds to maintain the fabric of the building. 
 
It’s not just the building that is open!  We feel we have made significant progress in opening ourselves to welcome the community with varied concerts and events, and 
there is a new spirit of energy and enthusiasm in the PCC who are open to the change that we need to embrace.  The PCC consists of 2 churchwardens, 9 elected members, 
and 3 Deanery representatives.  There are several sub-groups managing fabric, finance, and fund-raising and we have a professional accountant as our Honorary Treasurer.  
We have a Local Ministry Development Team, providing a highly valued pastoral service to many parishioners, looking forward to working with a new incumbent to further 
our ministry in Christ.  
 
 
  

Visiting Grandad’s memorial 

‘Christopher Cox VC’ 

I have tinnitus and have been unable to attend 

church because of sound. Blessed to pray here 

 

I came for Edmund’s tomb. 
Stunning! 

Thank you for keeping it open 

– a sanctuary. 
 

Showing my granddaughter around your beautiful church  

Married here in April 1972 with fond 

memories of the church and local area  

Visiting our dads grave on Father’s Day! Leidschendam, The Netherlands  Comments 
from visitors 
to All Saints’ 

Church 
Beautiful church – lovely to see it open 
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What do we do at All Saints? 
Worship 
The church seeks to be a modern, active church community with an inclusive, liberal catholic liturgical tradition. For many years, the pattern of worship has been 2 services 
every Sunday – an 8am said Eucharist (with Book of Common Prayer on 1st Sunday of the month), and a 9.30am Sung Family Eucharist with Sunday School and crèche.   
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  

Services 
Easter, Christmas, in the village garden, Taizé 

 

Occasional Offices 
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, 

wedding preparation 
 

Children & young people 
Crèche, ‘Saints on Sunday’ 

 

Music 
Robed choir and Director of Music, 

strong musical tradition 
 

Bell-ringers 
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Community and Mission 
A number of outreach, fundraising and other activities make contact with people from across the local village community, however an important challenge which has not 
yet been met is building contacts with our village primary school and secondary school.  We are a Fairtrade church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

  

Fundraising and social activities have been completely rethought and have flourished in recent 
years – this has included concerts, quiz evenings, carnivals, race nights, line dancing, wine tasting, 

jazz nights, tours and historical lectures, and a Christmas Tree festival 

Outreach Communion 
Friars Mead care home and 
housebound parishioners 

Development of Faith 
Home Groups, Film Exploration 

Evenings, Lent Courses 
 

“Green Gym” 
Gardening and tidying 

churchyard 
 

800th ‘Birthday’ celebrations 
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Where are we going? 

We know that God has for us a Team Vicar who has a gift for welcome, openness and inclusiveness, as these are core values embedded in our Mission Action Plan, updated 
last in late 2017. 

 
We pray that God is preparing the right person to lead us in energising and motivating the church to be a place where people of all ages are 
able to find Christ and for all to grow in faith.  There are talented people in the congregation and we have a strong desire to work with a new 
Team Vicar to grow our church family. 
 
We have confidence that All Saints will flourish again under God’s direction as a vibrant family church, well linked into the 
community and wider Benefice.  We are in the early planning stages of an exciting project to re-order the internal layout of the 
church, opening up the spacious interior and making it welcoming and accessible to all, bringing a feeling of inclusivity and providing 
a flexible layout for different forms of worship and community events.  It is not wholly supported, but we believe God will guide us 
all towards making the right choices and we hope and expect that the new Team Vicar will lead and support us.  

Progress on MAP Goals: 
• Film and discussion evenings have been successful to date 
• Fund-raising community events – continued success at involving non-church people 
• We have made some progress with communications and have set up a communications group 
• Many people had been involved in the 800th anniversary events – success at involving the wider community 

We made less progress than we would have liked on: 
• Reviewing worship and liturgy 
• Building contacts with our village schools 

Our Vision is to be a welcoming and open church which is energized by faith, open to change especially in worship and liturgy, attended by people of all ages who are 
actively involved in all aspects of a successful and joyful church. 
Priorities for the next 5 years: 

• Attracting new worshippers of all ages 
• Building relationships with the local community 
• Making the church building inspirational for 21st century mission and ministry 

In the light of these, our 3 key goals for the next year or more were set as: 
• Work on re-ordering the internal layout of the church 
• Make more use of social media to raise our profile within the community  
• Open the church during the day – this is now business as usual 
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St Mary’s Church, Apsley   
St Mary’s is an active church, seeking to serve the community via links with schools and support for voluntary organisations such as 
DENS and Oxygen (Nascent House rehabilitation project next to the church), and we have made significant progress.   
 
There are currently 93 on the electoral roll, and the usual Sunday attendance is about 50 adults and 10 children.  In the last year we 
have had 18 baptisms and thanksgiving services, 6 weddings and 9 funerals. 
 
St Mary’s is an attractive Victorian-built church, overlooking the Apsley Mills retail park. Its building and grounds are well 
maintained, thanks to a renowned volunteer workforce.  It is Grade II listed and is diligently cared for by its Fabric Committee.  
Heating and lighting have been upgraded and there is an ongoing programme of stonework maintenance.  It has an active well led 
bell ringing team who ring every Sunday and at other special services throughout the year.  The west end of the church contains the 
kitchen, toilets, and the refectory which is used for a variety of activities including Sunday School, Saturday café, Buzzy Bees, 
meetings and study groups. 
 

What we do 
Worship:   

• Friendly 10am Common Worship parish communion with well-attended Sunday School  
• Weekly (Thursday) 9.30am Said Communion with Bible study group to follow 
• Monthly 8am (BCP) Communion, 6.30pm Evening Prayer and 3pm Messy Church 
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Mission: Recently revised MAP goals 
• Pursue ways of leading the congregation ‘Deeper into God’, for example through ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 

initiative which last year included a night of prayer and breakfast. 
• Increase outreach to local businesses and the community - for example an ‘Angel Festival’ in December 

alongside the Christmas bazaar; Members of the church have also taken part in collecting prayer requests 
and distributing Prayer resources to the public at Bennett’s Gate shops and at Apsley Railway station. 

• Look for opportunities to open the church in addition to existing weekday and weekend activities, which 
include Messy Church, Saturday café, Buzzy Bees Toddler Group, Solo Lunch, and Working Party. 

• Increase communication to church members, baptism families, and local schools including our Church of 
England VA Primary school in Nash Mills. 

• Continue ‘Succession Planning’ for the church’s life and work through our audit of members’ skills. 

Community 
The church members have for several years taken part in carol singing in local pubs, nursing homes and outside Sainsbury’s, raising money for local charities. The Christmas 
Bazaar and Angel Festival have also put the church in contact with hundreds of local people - both long-term residents and those who have arrived more recently. 
 
Our three local primary schools enjoy coming to the church for special services and National Curriculum study visits, and we are building on existing contacts with them.  The 
Vicar is an active governor at Nash Mills VA School and works closely with the Head and school community in developing the Christian ethos of the school.  Several lay 
members of St Mary’s are staff at the school.  The local uniformed organisations come to special evening visits at the church, as well as attending services such as Mothering 
Sunday and Harvest 
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St Benedict’s Church, Bennetts End 
The church was built as a mission church in the 1950s in one of the New Town neighbourhoods, based on the plans for 
Coventry Cathedral, and enjoys a fantastic location in the heart of the community, opposite the shops and near the surgery 
and the thriving community centre. 
 
The congregation of St Benedict’s has been a small group of very committed Christians, mostly older people, but more 
recently young families have also become members. Because the congregation is small there is a lovely family atmosphere – 
St Benedict’s is friendly and relaxed in its style of worship. This has meant that a number of people with mental health issues 
have found it a safe place to be. Sunday service is a 10am Holy Communion with an average congregation of about 20-25 
people. 
 
St Benedict’s new Mission Action Plan identifies our desire for growth – in faith, witness and service, and hopefully growth in 
our numbers. To further this aim we have opened our church on weekdays, become more visible by installing a new notice 
board, created a Christmas and Easter trail for primary schools, and we are hoping to improve our Sunday provision for children.  
 
  

Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green 
Leverstock Green, though now part of Hemel Hempstead, existed as a village before the coming of the New Town and still has a sense of being a close-knit community. Holy 
Trinity church is located adjacent to the village green and close to a parade of shops, pubs and a library. It is a well maintained Grade 2 listed building, built in 1849.  
 
There is a Church of England Voluntary Controlled School within the village, with which the church has a close relationship, and a Special Needs school which comes to 
church for seasonal worship.  

 
The church is vibrant, with many midweek groups for all ages. The main worship is a CW Eucharist at 10am on Sundays, 
attended by around 90+ communicants together with a Junior Church. There is also an 8am BCP Eucharist weekly with an 
average 10-15 communicants.  On Wednesdays there is a midweek Eucharist, which 
includes a monthly Mothers Union corporate communion, and on Thursdays a thriving 
Toddler Church. There is a good adult choir. Churchmanship is middle of the road liberal 
catholic.  At present the electoral roll stands at 166.   
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The Deanery of Hemel Hempstead 
Hemel Hempstead is a small, cohesive Deanery focussed on the town itself and the neighbouring village of 
Kings Langley, with a mix of traditional and estate churches.  
 
It is made up of: 

• The Benefice of Langelei comprising four churches over four parishes. 
• The Parish of Boxmoor, comprising three churches in one parish. 
• The Benefice of Hemel Hempstead comprising five churches over four parishes. 

 
The Deanery Chapter is a lively group made up of Clergy and Lay Readers (active and retired) who meet on a 
monthly basis for business, support, learning and fun. We give our meetings a high priority which has led to a 
strong sense of belonging and trust; a place not of competition but where we can share our vulnerability and 
the joys and challenges of ministry, and so guard against isolation and stress. For several years we have held 
either a short annual residential or individual study days. There is the expectation of commitment to the Chapter and its ideals, and the life and work of the Deanery as a 
whole.  
 
The Deanery Synod meets three times a year, and has recently set up an innovative project to develop a Lay Chapter to enable the lay members of Synod to build stronger 
relationships and be better equipped for their role.  The lay representatives also liaise with the members of our churches to share good practice, to arrange joint training 
locally and to encourage fellowship between the churches.  
 
The Deanery as a whole has a growing sense of connectedness. We now worship together on Ascension Day and organise an annual social or outing. Our Deanery Mission 
Action Plan seeks to make the Deanery a catalyst for growing God’s church in this area, particularly our children’s ministry, exploring how we can best share experience and 
enthusiasm to resource our people and work together.  We aim to be authentically related and a means of support to parishes.  We are also working together to keep a 
watchful eye on the proposed new housing developments and their implications for spiritual care.  
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Churches Together in Hemel Hempstead 
Churches Together in Hemel Hempstead was established in 1995 with the goal of providing a common voice when engaging with the 
wider community, to facilitate communication between member churches, and to encourage partnership working.  CTHH organises a 
joint Walk of Witness on Good Friday.  In recent years, churches have worked together on several exciting projects to serve local 
needs.  These have included a night shelter (now DENS - the Dacorum Emergency Night Shelter), a Foodbank, Pray Hemel (a monthly 
ecumenical prayer breakfast), and Across Hemel a town-wide mission.  Most recently Liberty Tea Rooms has opened in a central 
position as a Community Hub, offering so much more than tea and cake (on a pay-as-you-can basis); it's now the base for Christians 
Against Poverty, the team of Street Pastors, and the Police chaplains. 
 
Members of Churches Together in Hemel Hempstead participate in the Dacorum Interfaith Network which holds regular discussions and events. 
 
 

The Diocese of St Albans 
The Diocese of St Albans covers Bedfordshire, Luton, Hertfordshire and Barnet. Our Benefice sits in the south west of the Diocese, 
conveniently close to the Cathedral and the Diocesan HQ in St Albans, and within the Archdeaconry of St Albans, with the 
Venerable Jonathan Smith as our Archdeacon.  Our Diocesan Bishop, the Rt Revd Dr Alan Smith, is assisted by two Suffragans - the 
Rt Revd Dr Michael Beasley (Hertford) and the Rt Revd Richard Atkinson (Bedford).  
 
Our Bishops encourage us to 'Live God's Love' by 'Going deeper into God', 'Making new disciples', and 'Transforming communities' 
and this vision undergirds the mission of our parishes and chaplaincies.  Diocesan Officers provide invaluable support in various areas of parish life, and there is an active 
Mission and Ministry Department.  We are encouraged to make use of a good Support in Ministry (SiM) scheme, to take up the opportunity of Extended Study Leave, and to 
reflect regularly on practice by engaging in the process of Mission and Ministry Development Reviews which involve interviews with consultants and visits from the Bishop's 
Staff Team. 

www.stalbans.anglican.org 
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Local area 
Kings Langley 
Kings Langley village has a population of approximately 6,100 and is surrounded by green belt countryside.  The village has excellent 
links to London and the rest of the UK with regular trains into Euston (approximately 25 minutes) and a national motorway network 
with the M1 and junction 20 of the M25 within easy reach. 
 
The village boasts many historic buildings apart from the church - some of the shops and pubs in the village date back many 
centuries.  King Henry III had a Royal Seat here and built a hunting Lodge in the Royal Forest, which stretched from outer London all 
around Langelei and up to Berkhamsted.  King Edward I lived in the Royal Palace at the top of Langley Hill and celebrated All Saints’ Day in the Parish Church in 1299.  The 
name Langelei became Langley Regis in the 1383 and then Kings Langley in the 1600s.  Today, the village shops, restaurants and pubs attract people from the local area both 
during the day and in the evening. 
 
Kings Langley village has a popular primary school and within its grounds is the Three Villages Children Centre offering support to children under five and their families.  A 
newly rebuilt comprehensive co-educational secondary school reopened in 2016.  Both schools are oversubscribed and have recently received very good Ofsted reports. The 
village caters for nursery age children both privately at the Montessori school and the “Jack in the Box” nursery which accepts both fee paying and government funded 
places.  Nearby is Abbots Hill independent girls’ school. 
 
The village has uniformed organisations for children of all ages – Rainbows through to Guides and Beavers to Scouts.  There are links 
with these groups, but it would be good to strengthen them.  There is a cricket club on the common, a football club (where Watford 
Ladies FC also train and play), a bowls club, tennis club, several active amateur dramatics groups and a variety of other clubs and 
societies. 
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Further afield 
Hemel Hempstead has a central Leisure Centre and swimming pool and at Jarman Park there is a multi-screen cinema, an ‘extreme’ 
sports centre, an athletics track and a number of popular restaurants, as well as an excellent Snow Centre nearby.  The town is 
surrounded by parks, common land and countryside, including the Boxmoor Trust land. 

About 5 miles away is the 4,000-acre Ashridge Estate, which is National Trust property, and 
through which passes the Ridgeway and many other waymarked walks.  The Grand Union Canal 
passes through Kings Langley. 

Watford to the southeast is a thriving town centre which is currently undergoing major 
redevelopment including extended shopping and leisure facilities.  It is home to Premier League 
football and the Harry Potter Studio Tour at Leavesden Studios, and is well catered with 
restaurants, as well as theatre and music venues.  There are parks and woodlands nearby. 
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Appendices 
All Saints’ Financial Statement and Balance Sheet  
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The Vicarage 
The vicarage is a spacious 4-bedroomed detached house located in the heart of the village of Kings Langley. On the 
ground floor, there is an enclosed porch, large bright study (with bookshelves and desk), cloakroom, large sitting room, 
dining room, kitchen and utility room. On the first floor are 4 bedrooms, with several built-in cupboards, a bathroom 
and separate WC. There is a single garage, small front lawn and enclosed rear garden and patio.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


