
 

All Saints and All Souls – in strange times 

 

In the autumn, as the year dies, Christian communities traditionally remember the 

“mini Triduum and Easter” of All Hallows Eve, All Saints, and All Souls. We remember 

that death is real, and we mock its power through play and ritual, on All Hallows Eve. 

We recall the saints who have gone before us on All Saints Day, and our own beloved 

dead on the feast of All Souls. 

This year, more than ever, many communities have faced up to the reality of death 

and the fear of our own mortality. More people than usual have been bereaved. And 

yet churches are unable to reach out into the community with our usual traditions 

and gatherings at this time. 

So how do we offer comfort to the bereaved and the fearful through these holy and 

rich festivals? How do we share the promise of new life in God’s Kingdom, with the 

saints, and our loved ones, who have gone before? How do we tell people of all ages, 

“yes, the world is scary – you’re not imagining it. Death is real. Terrible things may 

happen. But we have on our side a God who has fought death for us and won, and 

who invites us to follow him into eternal life, with ‘the saints who nobly fought of 

old’?”1 

Here are some ideas for what we can do during this autumn “great three days” to 

help both our congregations and our communities engage with them safely. Do 

ensure any needed risk assessments are done and protocols are followed. 

For the practical resources such as prayers, sheets etc you can find them to download 

on our website. 

For the whole season:  

• We have an all-age prayer trail you can use to encourage visitors to your 

churchyard to engage in reflection and prayer: 

https://stalbanscme.com/2020/09/28/churchyard-prayer-trail-for-all-saints-all-

souls-remembrance/ 

 
1 (Much of this paragraph is blatantly stolen from an article written by Gretchen Wolff Pritchard, a Christian educator 
and mother of Margaret Pritchard Houston, our Children’s Mission Enabler). 
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All Hallows Eve 

• Publicise a children’s online event and send “All Hallows Eve / Light Party in a 

Bag” kits to any families who sign up. These can include sweets for the parents 

and carers to give to their children, as well as materials for any activities. Play 

games on Zoom and have a short liturgy 

(https://stalbanscme.com/2020/09/30/all-hallows-eve-on-zoom/ ) – you can 

use this one, or create your own. Encourage children to attend in costume. 

• Have a Eucharist after dark in the cemetery for maximum atmosphere. You can 

use this one from the Revd Harry Steele 

https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/All-Hallows-Eve-

Outdoor-Eucharist.pdf or write your own. 

• Have an online pumpkin-carving competition (with all ages, or with children 

and young people). 

• Use this online Youth Group session idea from our Youth Missioner to explore 

light and darkness https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-

content/uploads/Youth-All-Souls-and-Halloween-ideas.pdf  

• There are some ideas for All Hallows Eve with children on the Church of 

England Christenings website: https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/after-

a-christening/share-a-little-light/. Some of these may need to be adapted for 

Covid safety, some are fine as is. 

 

All Saints Day 

• If you have a gathering on Zoom, encourage everyone to bring an item that 

reminds them of their favourite saint, or (especially for children) to dress up as 

that saint. This can be simple – eg, a cardboard sword for St. George – or as 

complicated as they want. Send people into breakout rooms of four or five 

people to share who their saint is and what they like about them. 

• Ask a small group of children and/or young people to make a short video about 

your church’s patron saint, if you have one. Share it as part of the sermon.  

• Ask your congregation to make a paper doll saint and either bring it with them 

to worship (in person or online) or take a photo and share it on your social 

media. A pattern can be found here: 

http://anabragahenebrysjournal.blogspot.com/2010/10/all-saints-paper-doll-

pattern.html 

 

 

https://stalbanscme.com/2020/09/30/all-hallows-eve-on-zoom/
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/All-Hallows-Eve-Outdoor-Eucharist.pdf
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/All-Hallows-Eve-Outdoor-Eucharist.pdf
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/Youth-All-Souls-and-Halloween-ideas.pdf
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/Youth-All-Souls-and-Halloween-ideas.pdf
https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/after-a-christening/share-a-little-light/
https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/after-a-christening/share-a-little-light/
http://anabragahenebrysjournal.blogspot.com/2010/10/all-saints-paper-doll-pattern.html
http://anabragahenebrysjournal.blogspot.com/2010/10/all-saints-paper-doll-pattern.html


All Souls: 

• Hang a clothes line outside your church, and provide strips of cloth fabric, 

fabric pens, and clothes pegs, along with hand sanitizer. Invite people to 

sanitize their hands, then write the name of someone they love who has died, 

and attach it to the clothes line to create a community memorial. (It may help 

to have this only available at times when you can have a volunteer present to 

enforce use of hand sanitizer.) If you can, read all the names out at an All Souls 

service that you stream online, and give everyone who includes a name the 

details to attend that service, either in person or at home. Children may wish 

to draw the person if they can’t write yet. 

• An online version – have people send in a photograph that includes the name 

of their loved one, and anything else (something that belonged to them, a 

picture of them, etc). Put these photos in a gallery to create a memorial wall 

on your church’s Facebook page and/or Instagram feed. Again, pray for these 

people by name during your service. 

• Send care packages to every family who has had a funeral in church this year. 

This can include a tealight (an LED one if there are young children), a prayer 

card, some chocolate hearts, and an invitation to whatever All Souls services, 

online or in person, you have. 

• Send a “remembering your loved one” prayer card to families you have held 

funerals for – available at Church Print Hub: 

https://www.churchprinthub.org/product.aspx?prod=H1023LICENV&cat=475&

ret=%3Fq%3DAll%2520Souls . You can also include these in care packages. 

• Some ideas for remembering loved ones with children, including resources to 

support bereaved children, can be found here: 

https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/after-a-christening/love-loss-and-

remembering/ 

• Hold an outdoor memorial for those we love who have died – one is on the 

website https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/Celtic-

Remembering-Service.pdf by the Revd Paul Davies, but you may wish to write 

your own. 

• The Church of England Funerals website has a place where you can “light a 

virtual candle” and pray for someone who has died: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/funerals/light-candle-

remember-someone 

• Create a “Wall of Remembering” as part of an All-Age Service or a Youth Group 

meeting: https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/Youth-All-

Souls-and-Halloween-ideas.pdf  
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