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Abbey School Sing at the Commonwealth Service in Westminster Abbey  
 

30 children from Years 4, 5 and 6 together with 5 members of staff and Mother Abi, Sub Dean of St Albans Cathedral, had a      

wonderful day on 11 March. The school provided a choir for the colourful, multicultural and multi-faith service at Westminster  
Abbey celebrating the 70th anniversary of the formation of the Commonwealth, attended by the Queen, along with the Royal    
Family, the Prime Minister and High Commissioners of Commonwealth Countries.  
 

The children sang a range of songs specially chosen for the occasion and reflecting the 2019 theme ‘A Connected Commonwealth’, 

accompanied by The Dionysus Ensemble. The Service brought together messages, readings and representations from throughout 
the Commonwealth’s 53 member countries. 
 

The school were delighted that one of their Year 6 Music Captains was presented to the Queen and other members of the Royal 
Family at the end of the service. 

Vacancies Webpage 
 

The Vacancies page on the diocesan website offers you an    

additional platform to advertise job openings in your school 
free of charge. Do send any vacancy advertisements to              
hpuddefoot@stalbans.anglican.org 

Sutton Lower’s Identity Day 
 

Children and staff at Sutton Lower 

School held an Identities ‘This is me!’ 
Day. The children listened to talks 
about cultural identity, including two 

parents who described what it was to 
come from the Dominican Republic and 

South Africa. 
 

The day’s activities encouraged pupils to reflect on how their 
identity is formed and to develop understanding and respect for 

the identity of others – cultural, religious, skills, hobbies,       
interests and gender. “Our aim is to create a safe place for all 

members of our school community to be who they want to 
be.” Said Lucy Chapman, Headteacher.  
 

The school is working towards the Rainbow Flag Award, 
through the Kite Trust, which develops a whole-school        

community approach to tackling all forms of bullying and       
promoting LGBT inclusion. To date, the school has submitted 

evidence for three strands of the award, which have been      
recognised as outstanding. The Identities Day will provide    

evidence for the fourth strand, An Inclusive Curriculum. 

Townsend Mark Holocaust Memorial Day 
 

Townsend students marked Holocaust        

Memorial Day on 27 January with a moving 
whole-school assembly delivered by Mrs 
Coates, Head of Drama, who shared her   

grandfather’s story of escaping Nazi Germany 
as a teenager and seeking refuge in Britain. Students in Years 

10, 11 and Sixth Form also watched the powerful testimony of       
Holocaust survivor Harry Spiro BEM via a live webcast.  
 

Two Sixth Form students also took part in the annual ‘Lessons 

From Auschwitz’ hosted by the Holocaust Educational Trust. 
They attended seminars in London before and after a visit to 

Auschwitz. 

Food Bank Friday at St John’s, Lemsford 
 

The School Council at St John’s, 

Lemsford, have championed the 
plight of many local people who find 
themselves in short or longer term 

crisis and need practical help. 
 

Class Councils voiced their 
thoughts about helping people in 

need and asked the School Council to set up a food donation 
scheme. ‘Food Bank Friday’ has now become an integral part of 

the school week, with families donating dried goods to go to the 
local food bank run by New Zion Church. The church leader, 

Ian Matthews, has been in to St John’s to thank the children and 
to explain exactly how a food bank works to help those in crisis.  
 

Some of the School Councillors will soon visit the Food Bank 
themselves. The school are proud of their pupils’ ‘courageous 

advocacy’ for those finding themselves in difficult circumstances. Clifton All Saints Football Boots Collection 
 

Clifton All Saints Academy support The Philip 

Veale Trust, a charity that is very special to the 
school due to a close personal connection. It 

was set up in memory of the father of one of 
their teachers, Mrs Undrell. She and her    

mother, Lois Veale, have worked tirelessly to 
help set up and support a school in Malawi.  
 

Recently, Clifton All Saints were asked to collect good quality 
used football boots for the children in Malawi. They were     

extremely successful, together with Shefford Saints, in collecting 
over 70 pairs of boots and trainers and 3 complete football kits.  
 

The Trust is incredibly important to the school. As a Christian-

based charity, it also aids the school’s efforts in helping the    
children understand Christianity as a world faith. 
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St Giles’ Primary Fundraise for Charity 
 

On 30 November, small groups of    

children were seen walking in pyjamas 
and dressing gowns in the dark towards 
St Giles and St Margaret Church, South 

Mimms, with teddies and blankets. 44 
children spent the night on mats in their 

sleeping bags as part of a sponsored 
event to raise money for the homeless charity, Centrepoint. 

This is becoming something of a tradition for St Giles’ Primary, 
South Mimms, and this year they raised £1,961.81. The school 

prides itself on pupils learning about compassion, and the    
children spoke about what this meant for them and what it 

must be like not to have a home or a safe place to stay. It also 
led to some sensitive conversations with adults about the best 

way to help those we see sleeping rough. The children       
enjoyed games, hot chocolate with marshmallows and         

experienced the wonderful atmosphere in the historical 
church. This was a truly memorable event for the children 

and, despite the many sleepy faces in the morning, there was a 
real sense of having done something important, with lasting 

memories created with their friends along the way. 
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St John’s, Digswell ‘Our WORLD Project’ 
 

St John’s School, Digswell, has been 

awarded a £1,000 grant by the Aviva 
Community Fund for their “Our 
WORLD project: Wellbeing Outdoors 

through Reflecting, Learning and Doing”, 
The project will transform an overgrown 

wasteland area within the school grounds into an outdoor  
wellbeing space for the children. They will then establish     

allotments for each class. 
 

“We are so delighted to be awarded this grant.” said 
Headteacher Simon Horleston. “Being outdoors is hugely        

important for our mental and physical health, and we make 
sure our children spend time outside every day… In time, we 

hope to open up the new space to local groups for gardening 
and community days, so it will also benefit vulnerable people in 
the local area in addition to the children who attend our 

school.” 

St Augustine’s School Vision 
 

St Augustine’s Academy have worked 

together as a community to rethink 
their school’s vision and values. The 
scripture now chosen to be at the 

heart of the school is “Let your light 
shine before others, that they may see 

your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16. 
The school community will be inspired to flourish by rooting 

all it does in this scripture.  
 

When children and staff join St Augustine’s, they are given a 
box which contains a variety of objects that reflect the 

school’s vision. These objects are also displayed on their 
‘Vision Tree’ and serve as a reminder of the school’s vision on 

a daily basis. 

Our Schools Have Also… 
 

On 6 February, an a cappella group visited     

Welwyn St Mary’s Primary. They led        
workshops with Key Stage 2 and a fun          
whole-school assembly, before performing an 

evening concert to the school and village community. 
 

Congratulations St Andrew’s Lower School, Biggleswade 
on receiving a Gold REQM Award in December! 
 

St Nicholas, Elstree half-termly focus on the     
Gospels involved looking at the story of Jesus the 

Healer. The children wrote postcards thanking      
charity Leprosy Mission for their work. 
 

To mark World Book Day, everyone at St 

Michael’s Primary, St Albans, dressed up as 
book characters. Top School paraded through the 

village to meet their peers at Lower School. 
 

St Mary’s Junior School, Ware, engaged in an   

inspiring art week looking at the links with maths, 
creating a 12-point colour wheel spiral. 
  

Watoto Children’s Choir from Uganda visited 

Henlow Academy, spending the day with the 
school before performing a much enjoyed concert 

in the evening. 
 

St John’s, Watford, have created a new       

outdoor reflection area, as well as one in a sunny 
corner of their library. It has been wonderful to 

watch the children enjoy the opportunity to take a 
quiet moment and be reflective.  

 

Tonwell St Mary’s Enjoy a Church Tour 
 

On 13 February, Pine class at Tonwell St Mary’s Primary were 

welcomed into Holy Trinity, Bengeo, for a wonderful tour of 
the church by Revd Thompson. They enacted baptism and 
wedding   ceremonies, rang the church bells and did some   

fantastic sketching. The outing really embedded what the    
children have been learning in RE this term in class. The     

children behaved wonderfully and thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

Justice at Northaw Primary 
 

Children at Northaw Primary have been   

learning about the Christian value of 
‘Justice’. Amongst other activities, they    
enjoyed a visit from Thalea, who            

represented the charity Save the Children. 
She talked about global justice and their 

efforts in promoting children’s rights and 
presented the pupils with a certificate in    

recognition of their fundraising efforts.  
 

In class, Year 6 children have found out about people in history 
who fought for social justice, such as Mary Seacole, Seebohm 

Rowntree and Nelson Mandela. 
 

They have also created their own superhero, ‘Judge Justice’, 

who stands up for fairness. The children talked about personal 
justice and have demonstrated how they could show this value 

in school.  
 

In worship, the children listened to Bible stories that provide 
discussion and debate, such as The Prodigal Son and aspects of 

the Easter Story mentioned in the Stations of the Cross.  



An Incredible Year for Sport at St Ippolyts 
 

Committed to providing vibrant, varied 

curriculum opportunities for all children, 
St Ippolyts has been focussing on         
improving provision and outcomes in PE 

and Sports over recent years. Through 
membership of Stevenage Sporting Futures 

and employing Sports Apprentices, the school has significantly 
increased the range and quality of sports on offer. The last year 

has seen the school’s most successful sporting year in its history, 
which has been recognised through winning a  number of 

awards: Sporting Futures Primary School of the Year, Sports        
Apprentice of the Year, Hertfordshire’s Primary School of the Year 

and the most recent, The Comet Sports Awards, School of the Year. 
 

Their trampoline teams recently competed in the under 11s   
category of the national schools competition. The boys’ team 
was placed 3rd and the  girls’ team came 1st, winning the 

school’s first ever national title! A Year 6 pupil also was placed 
2nd after competing in the individual competition.  
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Wellbeing Day at St Michael’s Primary 
 

St Michael’s Primary, Woolmer 

Green, held a Wellbeing Day on 
13    February. Pupils were put 
into mixed year groups and            

undertook 6 different activities, 
all to do with 5 areas of         

wellbeing, including learning     
circus skills, dancing and painting 

pebbles. The finale of the day was the entire school singing ‘A 
Million Dreams’ from The Greatest Showman and dancing in a 

flash mob in the playground. 
 

A great deal of preparation went into the day and all the staff 
worked hard to make it successful. 
 

The school has also been involved in a project with the Anna 
Freud Children and Families Centre and as such has been   

practising ‘mindfulness’. Each class does this 5 minutes a day 
after lunch, which the children feel helps to calm them before 

doing their afternoon learning.  

 St Nicholas Ash Wednesday Service 
 

St Nicholas Primary, Stevenage, 

held a traditional Ash Wednesday 
Service in school, attended by RE 
and Christian Ethos Advisor Ryan 

Parker and members of their  
clergy team, Father Chris and  

Father Nathan. The majority of 
the service was pupil-led, including Year1 talking about how ash 

is made, Year 2 explaining the meaning behind Ash Wednesday, 
Year 3 sharing their self portraits made from ash, Year 4    

reading Ash Wednesday poems and prayers, Year 5 children 
singing a song and Year 6 doing a bible reading. The school 

choir also sang a Lent song.   

Barley and Barkway’s Partnership with Margaret House Residential Home 
 

 Barley and Barkway Federation has partnered with Margaret House Residential Home in Barley. For 

years, Barley school has visited at Christmas to sing to the elderly residents, but under a new        
initiative led by Sharon Brown, Federation Headteacher, children from the schools are visiting the 
residents on a weekly basis, reading their books and sharing pieces of work that they are proud of. 

Some of the residents visit Barley school on Mondays to take part in the art club that is run for the 
children. The pupils are beginning to get to know the elderly residents and it is clear that the         

residents enjoy talking to the children and joining in activities with them. The project is still in its   
early stages but already the benefits from this local community partnership are very apparent.   

St Bartholomew’s Primary Turns 50 
 

St Bartholomew’s Primary, Wigginton,       

celebrated its 50th birthday on 15 
March. The weeklong celebration began 
with a church service led by the Bishop 

of St Albans, during which the children 
and staff shared their favourite things 

about the school. A whole-school    
photograph was taken after the service, followed by an        

afternoon tea for parents and staff (past and present). The   
children enjoyed a history afternoon where they compared 

photographs of the school from the 1970’s with how the school 
looks today, and the week concluded with a birthday cake and a            

commemorative mug for each child and staff member. This was 
a joyous occasion for the whole school community. 

Shrove Tuesday at Offley Endowed 
 

The children in Early Years and Key 

Stage 1 at Offley Endowed Primary 
School took part in a Shrove Tuesday 
afternoon. The children spent time 

learning about why Shrove Tuesday is 
important to Christians and the Easter 

calendar, before engaging in reading 
and writing activities. The children were eager to discuss what 

they themselves would give up for Lent. 
 

The children learnt about Shrove Tuesday celebrations and 
traditions around the world, including why we eat pancakes on 

that day. They then designed and made their own pancakes. 

Bromham Learn about Bunyan 
 

Bromham Primary are excited to have 

been delivered some special resources, 
created as part of a joint project         
between Bedford Borough SACRE 

and the Bunyan Round Table, to help 
them learn about John Bunyan. They are 

a Case Study school helping to develop teaching and learning 
ideas as part of a new scheme of work about  Bedford's famous 

former resident, which links to the RE Agreed Syllabus 
unit 'How and why do some people inspire others?' 
  

Later in the year, the school will be visiting the Bunyan        

Museum, including a guided tour to discover more about some 
of the important Bedford landmarks from John Bunyan's life. 



  NEWS FROM THE SCHOOLS TEAM 

Christ Church Primary Go Green 
 

As recycling is a growing issue, Christ Church, Chorleywood, 

has decided to become a ‘green’ school. This includes making 
the school single-use-plastic free, as well as educating the 
younger years on how to preserve our world.  
 

In September, the school decided to make their main goal to 

become environmentally-friendly. The school has since       
adopted three important steps, nicknamed the ‘Three Rs’:   

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. 
 

A striking display about the ocean and how plastic affects it has 

been created, and children have participated in a poster          
competition, showing how they feel about this issue. The     

winning poster(s) will be shown on the display. 
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St Michael’s Primary Prayer Trail 
 

St Michael’s, Bishop’s Stortford, 

held a prayer trail day. They began 
the trail with whole-school     
worship, where they explored the 

concept of  prayer – what it is, 
how people pray and the centrality 

of prayer across religions. The 
children then took part in several 

workshops that enabled them to explore different ways of 
praying, making comparisons across different religions. The 

workshops provided experiences that allowed them to respond 
to the presence, power and peace of God. This included talking 

about Islamic prayer, making ‘peace bracelets’, learning about 
Buddhist meditation, discussing transformative prayer, praying 

with holding crosses, praying for the world, making clay Diva 
lamps and completing a prayer labyrinth. After the workshops, 

the school invited the children’s families to explore the prayer 
trail together. This was an opportunity for families to spend 

time reflecting together as well as a wonderful chance for   
pupils to share what they had been doing with their parents 

and siblings. 

North Mymms St Mary’s Feeling Good Week 
 

Having just joined St Mary’s in January, Headteacher Helen Melidoro was keen for the whole school to have a themed week      

reflecting the half term’s value of perseverance, and Feeling Good Week was the ideal opportunity to link to this theme. With 
£500 support from the CAMHS Commissioning Group, the school planned a programme of activities to demonstrate how         
everyone can overcome worry and adversity through perseverance. Every class held a workshop, led by Natural Flair parent 

coach Sharon Lawton, which enabled the children to find their ‘inner superhero’ by putting on their 
‘cloak of resilience’. Children were also shown a range of other self-help strategies to feel calm and      

relaxed. In addition, teachers all planned English lessons through a selection of age-appropriate texts 
based around health and wellbeing. Writing across the week demonstrated a range of poetic styles, 

instructional text and a recipe for friendship. 
 

During Friday’s collective worship, children and staff reflected on the success of the week and read 
Matthew 7:7: “Jesus said: 'Ask, and you will receive. Search, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be 

opened for you.” 

The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal 2019: Lighting Up Tanzania 
 

Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path  
 

Imagine if, when you flicked a light switch nothing happened. For many people in 
Tanzania, where access to electricity and light is restricted, households               

cannot continue to run after dark. They struggle with everyday chores, and children 
suffer with poor performance and attendance at school. Without electricity, basic 

services - water, health and education - are all hindered.   
 

This year, the Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal, 'Lighting Up Tanzania', 
will see around 2,500 family households improved by the installation of a solar     
panel providing them with electricity. Solar panels are cheap to run, create clean, 

renewable energy, and have zero emissions!    
 

Lighting Up Tanzania will be run from the local church and bring                       
transformation to their community. People will be able to join a savings group and have access to greatly discounted prices for the 

solar panels; also, key people in the community will be trained to install and repair them.  
 

Information on how your school can get involved and support the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal will be sent out at a later date. 
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We wish you all a blessed and relaxing Easter break. 

Focus on Governance 
 

Are your governance documents current?   
 

We are  finding that sometimes governors are inadvertently 
working from an old version of their Instrument of           

Government, or from out-of-date advisory documents that 
don’t reflect current regulations. Do check that you are using 

the latest version of your Instrument of Government, and any 
advisory or statutory documents including diocesan briefings 

and DfE guidance. If you are unsure about the currency of any        
document, particularly if you are working from inherited hard 

copies, do get in touch and we can advise; some of these 
change fairly often. All of our current governance briefing and 

recruitment documents can be found via the governance page 
on our website: www.stalbans.anglican.org/schools/governance 
 

Eligibility to serve declarations for church schools 
  

All governors in church schools should complete an ‘eligibility 
to serve’ declaration. This is because church schools are 

deemed as ‘exempt charities’ and therefore governors of 
church schools come under charity trustee regulations.   

Foundation governors complete this declaration as part of 
their application form; clerks should ensure that other        
governors complete a declaration too, to keep on file. We can 

advise on where to find a current version of the declaration.   
 

Belinda Copson 
Governance Officer  

AND FINALLY... 

Community Life Fund 
 

We are very excited to launch the Community Life Fund, 

which has been established by the Board of Education to    
promote creative and innovative approaches to worshipping, 
praying and living together as a Christian community. 
 

The first round of applications opened on the 1 April 2019. 

For more information or to apply online, please visit: 
www.stalbans.anglican.org/schools/community-life-fund 

An Easter Reflection 
 

‘Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small 

things with great love’ - Mother Teresa 
 

The new SIAMS framework has us all thinking about vision; 

not only about what our Christian vision for education is, but 
how it is lived and communicated. It is in the working out that 

our unique, distinctive vision for Christian education comes 
alive. Mother Teresa reminds us that articulating or       

demonstrating the Christian faith does not have to be high 
profile or all about big showpiece events and projects. To     

repeatedly do small things with great love can change lives and 
transform futures. This Easter, where we are confronted by 

the greatest act of love the world has ever known, let us   
reflect on what our school communities would look like if our 

Christian vision for education promotes a culture of doing 
small things with great love. 
 

David Morton 
Director of Education 

Headteacher Changes  
 

A warm welcome to our new headteachers this term:  
 

Philip Asher, All Saints, Bishop Stortford; Gurjit Virk, 
Bromham Primary; Helen Melidoro, North Mymms St Mary’s 

Primary; Inneke Luitingh, Preston Primary. 
 
 

Our thanks and best wishes for the future accompany 
those to whom we will say goodbye this Easter: 
 

Jamie Brown, Hertford St Andrew’s; Sarah Gent, Northill 

Lower; Louisa Ingram, Potten End. 
 

Our appreciation also goes out to all those who have, or are 

about to, step in as interim or acting heads. 
Schools Team Twitter Account 

 

Do follow us on Twitter at @stalbansdioedu  

Save the Date! 
 

The date for The Church of England Foundation for Educational 

Leadership’s annual National Education Conference has been 
announced as 6 February 2020. It’s focus will be on Curriculum 
Design. More information will follow. 
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