Ascension Day
Ideas

LITURGICAL IDEAS FOR ASCENSION DAY

AN INTRODUCTION TO ASCENSION DAY
For an introduction to Ascension Day perhaps the best example is the one expressed in the liturgical
introduction as found in Common Worship: Times and Seasons:
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have been celebrating with joyful hearts the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from the tomb and his defeat of the power of sin
and death. He appeared to his disciples many times and told them about the kingdom of God.
Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his Father, ascending into heaven to take his
throne over all dominions and powers. Trusting in his reign over all creation, and submitting to his
kingly yet loving rule, let us hear the story of his parting.
Ascension Day is still a national holiday in some countries. Sadly, in our own country it is no longer
regarded as being important enough to warrant a holiday. More unfortunate still is that even regular
church attenders have fallen out of the habit of attending a service for Ascension Day.
In part this is because Ascension Day is always on a Thursday. Another reason may be the relatively recent
addition to the liturgical calendar of ‘Christ the King’ on the Sunday before Advent. Whilst it is a nice idea
for the final Sunday in the church calendar to hail Christ as King, if ever there was a day to proclaim Christ
as King it is the day that Christ ascended into heaven to be seated at the right hand of the Father in
majesty: Ascension Day.
Ascension Day is the exclamation mark at the end of Easter season: at the end of the sentence ‘He is
Risen!’ It is hoped that you might be able to encourage some to come and celebrate this High Day in the
Church year.
COMMON WORSHIP LITURGY
This can be found in ‘Times and Seasons’ and online on the Church of England website here. Most of the
ideas shared here are drawn from Times and Seasons. As well as the liturgy from Times and Seasons there
are one or two notes to give the service an ‘All Age’ feel – and to draw together some of the themes that
you may have explored on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.
There are also some hymn suggestions below.
THE GATHERING

All

God has gone up with a shout,
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
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Note: at this point in the service, and at a time when there is no Covid-19, it would be highly appropriate
to encourage your congregation to make a shout (there is also a tradition of this on Easter Sunday, thus
‘bookending’ the Easter season). Instead of that you might ask your musicians to make noise for you, you
might hand out handheld instruments such as tambourines or shakers to the congregation for this
occasion. Equally you might encourage your congregation into a Covid-safe round of applause and/or
stamping of the feet. As a final idea, those used to school assemblies where it is necessary for those in the
assembly to not disturb those who may be in lesson, may be familiar with a ‘silent cheer’. This involves
acting as if involved in raucous cheering without actually making any noise. It is a lot of fun.

It is noted that all of the above suggestions are not easy for those who are introverted or a little ‘reserved
and British.’ This means that an extra liturgical meaning to this is the reminder that sometimes Christ
encourages us to do things that might make us feel uncomfortable or require us to exercise our faith!
Another liturgical action that is appropriate would be the waving of ‘banners’. You might like to make a
note that it would be a good ‘Sunday School’ activity for children to make ‘banners’ for use in the
Ascension Day service. These could be made from plant canes and card board with slogans about Easter
and Ascension (For example: He is Risen! Christ is King. Maybe something covid-ironic: ‘The sound of a
trumpet’ written on card, or ‘Loud cheering!’) Once made leave them in church for 72 hours spaced out in
such a way those who attend Ascension Day can safely collect one on the way in. They can then be
encouraged to wave them at various points in the service – especially here at the gathering.
INTRODUCTION
The president introduces the service using these or other suitable words
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have been celebrating with joyful hearts the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from the tomb and his defeat of the power of sin and
death. He appeared to his disciples many times and told them about the kingdom of God.
Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his Father, ascending into heaven to take his throne
over all dominions and powers. Trusting in his reign over all creation, and submitting to his kingly yet
loving rule, let us hear the story of his parting.
THE ASCENSION READING
If possible this reading should not be read by the person leading this part of the service.
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1.4-11)
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the
Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ So when they had come together, they asked him,
‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him
out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in
white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.’
At the end the reader says
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
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All

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

A minister says
Seeing we have a great high priest who has passed through the heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us offer
him the praise worthy of his name.
GLORIA
At this point in the service the Gloria is usually sung or spoken. It has not been easy during Covid to not
be able to sing in our worship, and if it weren’t for Covid this would be a wonderful opportunity to learn
from the Charismatic Church and have an extended time of praise. If congregational singing is still not
allowed in our worship (as is likely) then you must do the best you can. One option among others might
be to use a piece of music/video that has vocals on it. Please be aware of copyright issues if you do this.
THERE IS A SPECIAL HYMN THAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN FOR THY KINGDOM COME:
We Seek your Kingdom
If you click on the above title you will go to a YouTube video (as you will with the hymns below). You will
see that this hymn is set to a well-known tune.
This hymn and video can be used in worship services. But there is more! There is a video about how the
words were written, there is a small group Bible study on the words of the hymn, there is even a sermon!
These, along with all the downloads can be found here: https://licc.org.uk/resources/we-seek-yourkingdom/
OTHER SUGGESTED HYMNS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise
How Great Thou Art
Immortal Invisible, God only Wise
King of Kings, Majesty (contemporary)
Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty
Crown him with Many Crowns
All Heaven Declares (contemporary)
My Jesus, My Saviour (contemporary)
The Splendour of the King (contemporary)
Majesty (contemporary)
THE COLLECT
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words
Let us pray that our risen and ascended Lord will lead us to eternal life.
Silence is kept.
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ
to have ascended into the heavens,
so we in heart and mind may also ascend
and with him continually dwell;
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who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
GOSPEL READING
The acclamation may herald the Gospel reading
Alleluia, alleluia.
Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord.
Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
cf Matthew 28.19,20
Alleluia.
All
Note: Even if it is not your normal practise, consider emphasising the Paschal candle in this service. You
could move the Paschal candle to a more prominent position in the church. The candle is lit for the
duration of the whole service. However, you could read the Gospel from next to the Paschal Candle.
If there are children in the service you can invite one of them to light the candle at the beginning of the
service just after the Gathering.
SERMON
LITANY OF PRAISE
Christ has gone up on high.
Alleluia.
God raised Christ from the dead.
Alleluia.
And enthroned him at his right hand in the heavenly realms
Alleluia.
God put all things in subjection beneath his feet
Alleluia.
And gave him as head over all things to the Church.
Alleluia.
We died, and our life lies hidden with Christ in God.
Alleluia.
We set our minds on things above.
Alleluia.
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed,
we too will be revealed with him in glory.
Alleluia.
Christ has gone up on high.
Alleluia.
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AFFIRMATION OF FATIH
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
Though he was divine,
he did not cling to equality with God,
but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave,
he was born in human likeness.
He humbled himself
and was obedient to death,
even death on the cross.
Therefore God has raised him on high,
and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow,
and every voice proclaim that Jesus
Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Philippians2.6-11

THE DISMISSAL
READING
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1.12,13a,14)
Then the disciples returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath
day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were
staying. They were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary
the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
Silence is kept.
RESPONSORY

All
All
All
All
All
All

As we wait in silence,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we listen to your word,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we worship you in majesty,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we long for your refreshing,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we long for your renewing,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we long for your equipping,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
As we long for your empowering,
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All

make us ready for your coming Spirit.

Silence may be kept or a reflective hymn may be sung.
THE BLESSING
God the Father,
who has given to his Son the name above every name,
strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord.
All Amen.
God the Son,
who is our great high priest passed into the heavens,
plead for you at the right hand of the Father.
All Amen.
God the Holy Spirit,
who pours out his abundant gifts upon the Church,
make you faithful servants of Christ our King.
All Amen.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.
THE DISMISSAL
A minister says
Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit,
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

All

Some All-Age/Children’s Ideas for Ascension
•

•

•

•
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This one works online only – not in person – because it involves blowing, which you can’t do with a
mask on! Packs of tiny bottles of bubbles can be purchased easily from wedding suppliers. Have
them available for people to collect from the church ahead of your service, and at the words, “God
has gone up with a shout!”, have everyone blow their bubbles, turning your Zoom screen into a
celebration of ascending bubbles.
If you have a toddler group or similar, you can provide a small “bubble station” for each household
– a tray full of bubble soap or dish liquid mixed with water, and a variety of items for children to
play with bubbles. You can tell the ascension story and talk about Jesus going up to heaven, to be
everywhere at once, like God is, as you look at your bubbles rising upwards.
The book “Breathe: A Child’s Guide to Ascension, Pentecost, and the Growing Time” introduces
children to the rich meaning of these festivals and the upcoming season of Ordinary Time.
(https://www.amazon.co.uk/Breathe-Childs-Ascension-Pentecost-Growing/dp/1640605606)
Teresa of Avila’s profound words are simple enough for primary-aged children to enter into:
“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes
through which he looks with compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to
do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours
are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.”

Encourage people to bring paper and pens to church from home, and, during your service, have
everyone trace their hands (or feet) on a piece of paper and write down some ideas for how they
can be Christ’s hands, feet, and eyes in the world today. (Have a few quarantined sets of paper and
pens for people who forget.)

7

