
  NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOLS 

Pulford Lower’s Harvest Trail 
 

All Saints’ Church in Leighton 

Buzzard worked alongside    

Pulford Lower School to    

create a fresh Christian                 

approach to the festival of  

Harvest. In October, over 600 

children from across the 

town's lower schools visited 

the church and interacted with four Harvest-related stations: 
 

Harvest of the Grain explored the Parable of the Sower. 

Children thought about the countries where growing crops is 

difficult by laying pebbles and scooping sand to represent 

drought. On a thorn bush, children wrote names of countries 

that struggle with growing food because of war. They also 

gave thanks for all the good food we have in this country by 

placing wheat in a planter. 
 

Harvest of the Sea invited the children to give thanks for 

the bounty of our seas and those who work on them, and to 

reflect on how we must care for endangered species. They 

also remembered how Jesus calmed the storm on the sea and 

how he may bring calm today. 
     

At Harvest of the Fruits, children were welcomed to a      

forest of fruit trees - with a difference! 'Fruits of the Spirit' 

grew on these trees and children were invited to pick a fruit 

of the spirit from a tree and apply it in their daily life. They 

tasted sweet and sour fruit and talked about how they can be 

'good fruit' people. 
     

The final station, Harvest of the Souls, explored the     

wonder of human creation and how diverse and special we all 

are by drawing on St Paul's letters in the New Testament. 

Children wrote their name on a leaf, hung it on the 'tree of 

life', and lit a candle for family members or pets they may 

have loved and lost. 
 

The team received an overwhelmingly positive response from 

all involved and felt they were able to take thinking about  

Harvest to a new, deeper and more meaningful level. 

Happy First Birthday, St John’s! 
 

In October, St John’s Primary in Watford, the Diocese’s first new Free School,         

celebrated its first birthday. The whole school family has flourished under its ‘Growing 

Together in Love and Respect’ ethos and is very proud of the children who have      

developed tremendously and fully embraced their spiritual and reflective journeys over 

the months. The school celebrated by holding an international themed party. The event, 

with its dishes, music and displays from across the globe, was inspired by the wonderful 

and diverse community of Central Watford.  

Schools News Webpage  
 

Our newly re-designed School News page in the Schools 

section of the diocesan website is now up! It will feature 

articles received from schools, as well as news from the 

Schools Team. Please send your articles of maximum 

200-250 words, along with any high resolution photos 

you may have, to: hpuddefoot@stalbans.anglican.org or 

schools@stalbans.anglican.org 

A New Dining Hall at St Michael’s 
 

The extension at St Michael’s 

Primary’s lower school site 

in St Albans was officially 

opened by the  Bishop of St 

Albans on Wednesday 1  

November. The new dining 

facilities give the youngest 

children their own dedicated 

place to eat and play at lunchtime.  
     

The whole school gathered on the playground for the    

ceremony, which included the singing of ‘The Wise Man 

Built his House upon the Rock’. The oldest and youngest 

children of the school cut a ribbon to mark the opening of 

the new school building then rang the old school bell, 

which hadn’t chimed in over 10 years!  

Leadership of Character Education 
 

We were very proud to see Welwyn St Mary’s         

Primary recently presenting at the Leadership of       

Character Education Conference on 20 September 2017. 

The School talked about their Peer Mediator Programme, 

one of a number of leadership opportunities available to 

pupils at the school. They also featured as one of the case 

studies included in the ‘Leadership of Character Education’ 

report published by the Church of England Foundation for        

Educational Leadership. 



Christopher Reeves’ Spirituality Day 
 

Spirituality Day at         

Christopher Reeves       

Primary was a wonderful 

opportunity for pupils and 

staff to pause during the 

busy autumn term and  

reflect, meditate and pray. 

Their pupil worship group 

‘Team Trinity’ and their ministry team, Revd Peter  

Turnbull and Revd Jacqueline Curtis helped to plan the 

day. The children came together in their House groups 

to spend time on activities such as creating meditation 

stones for the class reflection areas, creating a mosaic 

together, baking and singing. One special activity was 

exploring a rope labyrinth, used to represent their   

journey to the centre of God’s love. The real highlight, 

however, was the visit from Bishop Richard, Bishop of 

Bedford who talked about life as a Bishop and           

generously answered even the most challenging of    

questions! The school is looking forward to a significant 

new build as they grow into a full primary provision, and 

Bishop Richard closed the day with a blessing of the land 

and a beautiful reflective act of worship.  
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Multicultural Week at Bayford 
 

Bayford Primary School held a Multicultural Week in the 

lead up to October half-term, with a number of events that 

involved the whole school community. 
 

The week began with a demonstration of African djembe 

drumming, followed on the Tuesday by a demonstration of  

Indian dancing. The children were eager to be involved and 

demonstrate their new dancing skills to their parents.     

Activities continued with Brazilian samba drumming. The 

children enthusiastically dragged their (at first reluctant)  

parents to join in, but soon all were participating with great 

gusto! The afternoon concluded with a feast of multicultural 

dishes supplied by parents.  
 

On Wednesday, the children   

experienced an Islamic assembly 

and some Chinese dancing, while 

on Thursday the whole school 

took a trip to the Jain Temple in 

Northaw. The children          

thoroughly enjoyed being shown 

around such a beautiful place of 

worship. 
 

The week concluded with the children attending school in a 

wide range of national costumes. It was very colourful! 

St Nicholas Explore the Gospel       
 

Back in May, St Nicholas’ Primary in Elstree held their very 

first Go Gospel day. It involved the whole school and was a 

great opportunity for each year group to focus on a       

different aspect of the Gospel.  
 

Following the success of the first day, the school organised 

a second one on 2 November. Each year group again     

reflected on various parts of the Gospel, from ‘Thinking 

about helping others’ by looking at parables such as the 

Good Samaritan, to ‘Reflecting on God’s gifts’ and         

exploring the meaning of the Gospel. 

Our Schools Have Also… 
 

Sutton Lower; been the first school in the Diocese to 

take part in the Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust 

Bike ‘n Hike in September. 
 

St Mary’s Primary, Northchurch; launched a shoe 

box appeal, collecting 62 boxes ready to send out and 

help to bring hope to children this Christmas. 
 

All Saints’ Primary, Bishop’s Stortford; held a        

successful collection for Bishop’s Stortford Food Bank 

and managed to gather 14 crates of food and raise 

£66.20. 
 

St Michael’s Primary, Woolmer Green; supported 

several charity events this term, including a harvest    

appeal, Children in Need and a shoe box appeal. 
 

Well done everyone! 

Character Education Conference 
 

Last term, Nash Mills in Hemel Hempstead was invited 

to participate in a conference run by the Association for  

Character Education at Kings Langley Secondary School.  
 

Nash Mills’ headteacher, Mrs Washford Mower, talked 

about what her school did to promote character       

education – which for Nash Mills means Christian values. 

A number of the children from the school joined in her 

talk and planned their contribution very well, largely by 

themselves. They spoke eloquently about applying for 

their year 6 roles such as subject ambassadors, council 

members and sports leaders. They made an excellent 

presentation and invited participants to undertake a   

Diamond 9 activity about leadership qualities. At the end 

of the session the pupils were thrilled to receive highly 

positive feedback. 
Creation Appreciation at Cockernhoe 

 

In early November, Cockernhoe      

Endowed Primary held a ‘Creation 

Week’. The children took part in many 

different activities from going on a 

‘mini-beast’ hunt in Forest School, to 

creating a piece of music entitled 

‘Creation’ and debating the biblical creation account versus 

science. The week began with an interactive and fun       

outdoor collective worship session. The Story of Creation 

was told by narrating each day and building a world from 

different kinds of materials. Each child placed an object on 

the world they were creating, allowing everyone to take 

part and understand the story. Their ‘world’ was left in the  

playground all day for the children to interact with at    

playtimes and parents were able to admire it at the end of 

the day.  
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Focus on Governance 
 

Save the date for our Governor Briefing event on   

Wednesday 24 January. 
 

A briefing on key developments in governance and the 

Schools Team governance support strategy. Come and 

meet Belinda Copson (Governance Officer) and find out 

more about how the Diocese can support you and your 

governing body in a challenging climate. This morning event 

is FREE to SLA member schools (£35 to non-members). 

We would love to see you there! Book now through Ruth 

Garman rgarman@stalbans.anglican.org to reserve your 

place.  
 

It’s worth taking a fresh look at Inspiring Governance, 

https://inspiringgovernance.org/, the national online free   

service to match governor vacancies with skilled             

volunteers. The website has had a recent update and now 

includes more developed pathways to recruit foundation 

governors – good news for church schools.  
 

Meanwhile we are always pleased to advise on governance 

queries and no question is too small. Whether you need 

our input on foundation governor recruitment strategies, 

practical help with appointments, support for clerks in    

understanding the church school aspects of their role,    

information on resources, or tailored advice on local      

situations, we can assist on a wide range of governance  

topics. Do contact me, (bcopson@stalbans.anglican.org) or 

Vicki Barrière (vbarriere@stalbans.anglican.org) if we can 

help.  
 

Belinda Copson (Governance Officer)   
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Headteacher Changes 
 

A warm welcome to our new headteachers and heads of 

school this term: 
 

Chris Chipperton at Alban Academy, Great Barford;   

Sharon Brown at Barley First; Barbara Swann at Benington 

Primary; Kay Gobby at Dagnall; Nicky Hand at             

Graveley Primary; Mike Simpson at Holywell School,    

Cranfield; Gilly Riach at Kensworth CE Academy; Mike 

Smith at Manshead CE Academy, Dunstable; Paul Edwards 

at Offley Endowed Primary; Amanda Howes at St          

Augustine’s Academy, Dunstable; Keith Smithard at St 

Giles’ Primary, South Mymms; Simon Horleston at St 

John’s Primary, Digswell; Kate Lawrence at St Lawrence 

Primary, Wymington; Karen Connolly at St Lawrence  

Primary, Ardeley; Emma Edwards at St Mary’s Primary,              

Rickmansworth; Jan Martin at St Michael’s, Woolmer 

Green; Marie Heraty at St Paul’s Primary,                     

Langleybury; Jackie Cutler at The Thomas Coram School; 

Val Britnell at Thomas Whitehead CE Academy,     

Houghton Regis; Caroline Crozier at Victoria Infant and 

Nursery, Berkhamstead. 
 

Our thanks and best wishes for the future accompany 

those to whom we will say goodbye this Christmas: 
 

Nikki Cromer at Great Gaddesden Primary; Andrew     

Morris at Potten End Primary; Jane Ferguson at Renhold 

Primary; Jane Trott at Roxton. 
 

Our appreciation also goes out to all those who have, or 

are about to, step in as interim or acting heads, and 

school governors for their incredible work and support in 

times of change. 

Lest We Forget… 
 

This November, schools from around our Diocese have marked Remembrance Day in a variety of ways. This is how some  

of  our communities remembered those who died in the line of duty: 
  

A number of pupils from Clifton All Saints’ 

Academy walked to the War Memorial in Clifton 

to place small wooden crosses, donated  

by the Parish Council, to remember members of 

the children's families who had given their lives 

in the service of their country or who had  

served in the Armed Forces during conflicts.  

The children reflectively placed the crosses in the 

ground, then stood silently for a few  

moments to show respect for their relatives. 

 

 

Hormead First organised activities for the     

children to engage with the experiences of soldiers 

in WWI, including a visit to Duxford Air Museum 

and transforming a classroom into a trench. The 

oldest pupils visited Great Hormead’s War        

Memorial. Poppies were ‘planted’ into a memorial 

garden, and Revd Kate Peacock helped the       

children to lead the traditional act of remembrance 

which was attended by parents and villagers. 

Cockernhoe Endowed Primary held a   

Remembrance Camp Fire Service, led by the 

children and staff of the school and the vicar of 

St Francis, Revd Nick Grew. Over 50 children 

and their families attended, joining in hymns, 

prayers and poems written by the pupils for 

the event. The garden area was decorated with 

poppies made by the children and candle   

holders crafted by members of the school 

community. 
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We wish you all a restful and joyous Christmas break. 

St Paul’s Winning Artwork  
 

We are delighted to announce that two pupils from St 

Paul’s Primary, Chipperfield produced winning artwork in 

the ‘Big, Big Questions’ Category of the NATRE Spirited 

Arts Competition. This theme required pupils to think 

about a controversial religious question, supporting their 

ideas with quotes from wise people and exploring it 

through a piece of artwork. The two topics tackled by the 

winning pieces were: ‘Is God Sad Sometimes?’ and ‘Why 

Don’t Evil People Stop and Think About Good and Evil?’ 

Huge congratulations to the two winners! 

Vacancies Webpage 
 

The Vacancies page on the diocesan website 

gives you an extra platform to advertise job 

openings in your school free of charge. The 

page receives a large number of hits each week 

so do send any vacancies you may like us to 

post to hpuddefoot@stalbans.anglican.org 

AND FINALLY... 

Annual Headteacher Conference 2018 
 

The Annual Headteacher Conference will be held on 

Wednesday 25 April at Putteridge Bury, Luton. This year’s 

conference will be exploring the theme, ‘Educating for 

Hope’. We are delighted that Headteachers said of last 

year’s conference: 
 

‘It is something that no church school head should miss.’ 
 

‘A great opportunity to come together with colleagues to 

have time to reflect on our role‘ 
 

We encourage you to take this opportunity for ‘time out’ 

and invaluable contact with diocesan colleagues. 

Listening... 
 

One of the most influential books I have read recently is Hit 

the Ground Kneeling: Seeing Leadership Differently by Bishop 

Stephen Cotterill. In promoting a vision for contemplative 

leadership, Bishop Stephen reflects on what it means to   

listen as a leader. A wise leader, he notes, is someone who 

values the contributions of others, who is prepared to let 

things happen at the right pace, who dares to listen. 
 

Using Jesus as an example, Bishop Stephen comments that 

when engaging with people, Jesus was always prepared to 

listen before he spoke. This was the case on the Emmaus 

Road. Jesus listened and waited before he spoke and his  

response was so much stronger as a result.  
 

Listening not only demonstrates care for those we work 

with, it is also the best way of discovering solutions. It     

enables us to diagnose problems and develop high-quality 

solutions that utilise the views of those we work alongside. 

So, in the busyness of school life, when the pressure can be 

constant, can we find ways to make space and time to listen 

to others? Bishop Stephen would suggest that if we do, not 

only our lives, but the life of the school community, will be 

richer as a result. 
 

David Morton, Director of Education 

Congratulations Canon David! 
 

On September 11         

October, people from 

across the Diocese      

gathered to celebrate 

the installation of Revd 

Ruth Pyke, Revd       

Stephen Liley, Revd   

Michael Trodden, Susan 

Pope and David Morton as Honorary Canons of St     

Albans Cathedral. Honorary Canons are appointed in 

recognition of their service to the Diocese. Diocesan 

Director of Education David would like to thank those 

who took time to congratulate him on this honour and 

wishes to acknowledge that it is a recognition of the 

work of the entire Schools Team. 

REQM 
 

Congratulations to all at St Leonard’s Lower School, Heath 

and Reach, on achieving Gold REQM and to Totternhoe 

Primary School on achieving Bronze REQM awards since 

the last newsletter.  

DSAMAT Welcomes Kensworth 
 

The Diocese of St Albans Multi-Academy Trust were     

extremely pleased to welcome Kensworth CE Academy 

to the Trust on 1 August. The School marked the       

occasion with a special celebration assembly led by the 

Right Revd Richard Atkinson, Bishop of Bedford. 


