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Terms of Reference 
To exercise any right of patronage held by the Board in relation to (currently 22) benefices in the 
diocese. 

Living God’s Love 
The Board engages with Living God’s Love through participating in the appointment process and 
seeking to appoint high calibre clergy who are able and ready to engage fully with the aims of Living 
God’s Love. In making appointments and in continuing contact with the benefices in its gift, the 
Board supports the outcomes of spiritual and numerical growth. 

Meetings held 
The Board met three times during the year.   

New appointments and pastoral reorganisation 
Both appointments with which the Board was involved during 2016 related to benefices that were 
subject to pastoral reorganisation: 

• Chellington Team – The creation of this new team ministry brought together five small 
benefices and the Board was delighted to be involved with the other patrons in the 
appointment of the new Team Rector, the Reverend Jacqueline Curtis. The establishment of 
the Team benefice brought to an end the long-running suspension of the Board’s right of 
presentation of Wymington with Podington. 

• Wilden with Colmworth & Ravensden – The Board supported the appointment of the 
Reverend Madeleine Albert as Pioneer Associate Minister, with the Reverend Tim Robb 
(Eaton Socon) as titular priest-in-charge. 
 

Current vacancies 
As at 31st December 2016, there were vacancies in the Board’s livings at: 

• Eaton Bray with Edlesborough 
• Holwell, Ickleford & Pirton (Joint w. Dean and Chapter of Ely) 
• Toddington & Chalgrave (Joint w. Bishop) 

Pastoral Reorganisation 
The Board was consulted on proposals for possible pastoral reorganisation in a number of cases.  

Social Evening 
The Board hosted a social evening at St Mary’s Redbourn for around 30 clergy and churchwardens 
of livings associated with the Board. This gave the opportunity for conversation, with much interest 
around the display of a diocesan map showing the spread and variety of the benefices concerned. 

Membership 
The Venerable Trevor Jones retired during the year and the Board welcomed the Venerable Janet 
Mackenzie as the new Archdeacon of Hertford.  Doug Geairns retired from the Board during the 
year and was thanked for his contribution to the Board’s work. The Board currently has two 
vacancies and would particularly welcome new lay members from the Bedford Archdeaconry. 


