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GRANTS 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that the Diocesan Green Grants Panel recently awarded a grant of £60 

towards the cost of a scythe to help St Michael’s Eggington maintain a wildflower area 

in their churchyard?   

The request for a grant followed a survey by our Living Churchyard’s Adviser Judith Evans 

who encouraged the parish to cordon off a large section of the churchyard where some 

quite rare wildflowers were identified. You can see a photo of St Michael’s churchyard 

with cowslips on the Living Churchyard website. 

Frustrated by unhelpful contractors and motorized and plastic strimmers, the parish 

identified an Austrian scythe which would enable them to undertake a careful 

management of the whole site. The Austrian scythe is superior to chain store scythes 

(which have become hot purchases since a certain Poldark was on our screens) because 

it has an adjustable handle for different sizes of hands. One member of the Green Grants 

Panel himself uses an Austrian Scythe and commended it as much more effective than a 

strimmer.  

 

A grant of £500, matching a sum already raised, was 

awarded to a team of bee keepers at All Saints,Leighton 

Buzzard.The grant enabled them to replace borrowed 

hives and a honey extractor and provide new bee suits 

for two young people. In a fitting touch, the hives, which 

have to be registered, are named after saints Cuthbert, 

Dominic and Erasmus. 

 

Grants were also awarded to Holy Saviour ,Hitchin to develop bee and bird friendly 

church garden borders and a bike rack with flower box attached; to Ayot St Lawrence for 

barn owl nest boxes and an accompanying noticeboard; and to St John the Baptist Farley 

Hill Luton for an innovative food sustainability and community education project. 

 

If you have an idea for a parish eco-project whether it’s inside your church (to reduce 

carbon consumption and make savings on your energy costs) or outside in the 

churchyard, or is part of a wider outreach to your local community, please get in touch 

with us to discuss your ideas and put in an application. Copies of our leaflet called  Living 

Lightly can be sent to you from the Office or downloaded from our website.We hope that 

this leaflet will encourage you to think about taking some environmental action in your 

parish.   

 

 

HELEN HUTCHISON  

(Diocesan Environment Officer)  


