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Thank you for taking the time to seek out our Parish Profile, we hope that you will 

enjoy reading about our Benefice of Holwell, Ickleford and Pirton. We have taken the 

opportunity to explain in its pages something about who we are, the things we do, 

the challenges we face and of course, the person we are seeking to become our new 

Incumbent. It is most important that you can lead us joyfully, thoughtfully and wisely 

into our future worship and community life. 

We will welcome and embrace your qualities and experience, looking to you for 

leadership in developing our worship and our parishes. We are sure that you will find 

something in our Churches and Benefice that might attract you to join and lead us in 

our spiritual journey. 

You will be welcomed by the Holwell, Ickleford and Pirton PCC’s together with our 

congregations and communities. 

 

The Parishes: Holwell (Population 400) 

   Ickleford (Population 1848) 

   Pirton (Population 1300) 

County:  Hertfordshire 

Deanery:  Hitchin 

Patrons: St. Albans Board of Patronage and Dean and Chapter of Ely 

jointly. 
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PARISH PROFILE 

1. The Person 
 

In your demanding and challenging role you will be supported by a hardworking and 

dedicated ministerial team, and active and committed PCCs. 

 
The person we are seeking should: 

 

 Be a prayerful and spiritual person who wants to pray for our communities in 

this Benefice ministry, with a heart for families and young people, and be 

open and inclusive to all. 

 Be a priest with good interpersonal skills who can relate to and support 

parishioners of all ages and backgrounds. 

 Be an effective preacher, with good understanding of sacramental practice 

who is capable of delivering logical, comprehensive, interesting and structured 

teaching. 

 Be an excellent communicator who is able to maintain good working relations 

with the Ministerial Team and the community at large. 

 Engage, stimulate, teach, challenge and work within a framework of central to 

modern catholic churchmanship, whilst caring for us and taking us ever 

deeper into God’s love. 

 Be able to prepare and lead inspirational worship. 

 Be a collaborative team leader who will foster, value and utilise the gifts and 

vocation of the Self-Supporting Priest (PtO), Licensed Lay Readers and other 

lay people. 

 Be confident in the use of technology and social media and have effective 

administrative skills.  

 Be visible in the Benefice and participate in village events. 

 Be energetic and enthusiastic. 

 Be someone who will be able to take on the real challenge within the 

Benefice. 

2. We will offer you 

 

 Our support, commitment and hard work as well as established teams that 

work well together. 

 The opportunity for you to live in a beautiful area in a good community, and 

with excellent links to London and nearby towns and airports. 

 Three beautiful historic Churches. 

 A supportive and active Rural Dean and Deanery. 
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3. Opportunities and Challenges 
 

 Reaching out into the community to bring more individuals and families into 

our Churches and enable us to deepen our faith. 

 Enable the goodwill felt towards Christianity by many in the villages to be 

transformed into a deeper commitment to Christ and his Church. 

 Encourage future ordained ministry and continue to develop lay ministry.  

 Build on relationships within the Benefice and villages. 

 

4. The Benefice 

General Location 

Together the three parishes form part of North Hertfordshire and are surrounded by 
attractive countryside with good potential for walking, riding and other country 
pursuits. All three are close to the M1 and the A1(M) and communication by road, rail  
and air is excellent. London Kings Cross and Cambridge are approximately 35 
minutes away by train. Luton International Airport is only 20 minutes away by car and 
there is also easy access to Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted.  
 
The historic market town of Hitchin, which lies two miles from the southernmost point 

of the Benefice, has a variety of independent shops, supermarkets, cafés, 

restaurants, inns and banks. Stevenage, which is also close by, has the area’s major 

hospital as well as “out of town” shopping, national stores, a cinema and theatre. 

Holwell 

Holwell was transferred by local government order from Bedfordshire to 

Hertfordshire in 1897 and is a small linear village that is mentioned in the Doomsday 

Book. The village of Holwell is in a picturesque setting, surrounded by beautiful open 

views of arable countryside and a backdrop of the Chiltern Hills to the southwest. A 

panoramic view of the area can be seen 

from the nearby beauty spot of Sharpenhoe 

Clappers, close to Barton–le-Clay. Red 

Kites are often seen and there is a local 

Barn Owl Project, which helps to protect this 

endangered species.  There are interesting 

walks locally, including some dedicated to 

viewing Barn Owl habitats. Farmland 

surrounds the village and there is a farm 

shop which sells fresh produce, eggs, animal feed, etc. A short distance along the 

A600 is a small garden centre and a timber merchant.   
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Ickleford 

Ickleford is a large village situated on the northern outskirts of Hitchin.  It lies on the 
west bank of the River Hiz and to the east of 
the main Hitchin to Bedford road. Its name is 
derived from it being a ford along the ancient 
Icknield Way which passes through the 
village on its journey from Wiltshire to 
Norfolk. It is four miles from the world’s first 
Garden City, Letchworth, and nine miles 
from Stevenage.  
 
Pirton 
 

Pirton is an attractive and compact triangular shaped village, the perimeter being two 

miles, in North Hertfordshire situated on the slopes of the Chilterns, designated an 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Being such means the village is a popular place 

for walkers, cyclists and horse riders who come from near and far, many walkers 

park in Great Green next to the Motte and Bailey pub, before starting hike at the 

entrance of Wood Lane being part of the Icknield Way.  

 

The village itself has a wealth of history: it is mentioned in the 1086 Domesday Book 

and can also boast of 54 listed buildings. There is a medieval motte and bailey castle 

with an area of streets and houses, now surviving as earthworks and called The 

Bury, thought to have been constructed in the Anarchy period during the civil war 

between King Steven and Queen Matilda (1135-54). Also a recently discovered, 

rare, enclosed, probably high status, early-late Saxon/Saxo-Norman settlement on a 

spur of land to the west of the village.  

 
 

5. The Parishes 
 
Holwell 

The population of Holwell is about 400, the majority of whom are over the age of 45.  

Although there are not many children under 16, the number has increased recently.  

Housing in the village has developed slowly over time with some infilling in recent 

years. Few of Holwell’s ancient buildings remain and the majority of the housing is 

20th century, approximately divided evenly between rented and privately owned.  

The John Rand Charities own the former rectory and six cottages, as well as seven 

purpose-built bungalows for the elderly. A small development of larger, privately 

owned houses is currently under construction. 
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Ickleford 

The local community consists of a wide mix of social and age groups and there is 

housing provided by housing associations and privately owned properties. The 

village has a local store which is open seven days a week. There are three public 

houses in the village, The George and The Plume of Feathers, both of which serve 

food daily together with real ales, and The Cricketers which also provides 

accommodation. A funeral company and hairdressers are also located in the centre 

of the village. Ickleford is also home to Bowman’s flour mill. The Church enjoys a 

good relationship with the Parish Council. 

As the existing Churchyard has no further room for burials, other than for cremated 

remains, a local resident kindly donated land which has been developed into 

Alleyfield, which is a non-secular burial ground for those with a connection to the 

village. 

As the road through the village passes under the main east coast railway line from 

London to Edinburgh there can be found two of the working farms in the parish, one 

of which specialises in growing lavender.  

A total of 319 new dwellings have been proposed for Ickleford which, if accepted, will 

have significant implications for the village. The plan is presently at the consultation 

stage. A new crematorium is being built off the Bedford Road on the outskirts of the 

village. 

Pirton 

The village today has a population of approximately 1300 souls with more than 520 

houses ranging from small terraced cottages to larger homes, most of which are 

privately owned, although there is a small amount of local authority housing together 

with a few smaller bungalows for the elderly. Planning permission has been granted 

for up to a further 82 houses on a parcel of land to the West of the village, which at 

time of writing is at the design stage. 

6. Education 

Holwell 

The John Rand Primary School was closed in 1984 due to the shortage of pupils and 

has been converted into a small housing area. 13 children currently attend Ickleford 

VC Primary School and seven go to Pirton Primary School. Secondary education is 

provided in Hitchin.  

Children in Holwell (as well as Ickleford, Pirton and Lower Stondon) are beneficiaries 

of the Rand’s Foundation. John Rand was a joiner born in 1664 in Holwell but living 

in London. He owned properties in Greenwich and Plaistow which he bequeathed to 
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the churchwardens and overseers of Holwell, so that money could be given to the 

poor children of the village to buy ‘clothes and necessaries’. The charity is still very 

active in the villages, giving grants to children entering higher education, as well as 

supporting the local schools. 

Ickleford 

Ickleford Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School was built in 1848 

although the first record of a school in Ickleford was in 1839. There are over 200 

children on the roll and the school is regularly oversubscribed. It is currently rated by 

OFSTED as good with outstanding for behaviour and safety of pupils. It is small 

enough for each child to be known well by everyone, yet large enough to provide a 

wide range of educational experiences. The children from the school are welcomed 

into the Church for choir singing and teaching purposes, as well as attending a 

yearly Harvest Thanksgiving Service, their Carol Concert and a Leaving Service for 

Year 6, attended by the whole school.  

The Reverend Margaret Holford, a member of our Ministerial Team, is a Foundation 

and Pastoral Governor and she chairs the personnel committee. She regularly takes 

school assemblies and is therefore in close contact with the Head teacher, staff and 

children. A further PCC member and a member of the congregation are also on the 

school’s governing body. 

Pirton 

Most children go to the village primary school, which although not a Church school 

has a good working relationship with St. Mary’s. A small team of Church members 

take assemblies once a week, while others serve on the Governing Body, the PTA or 

act as voluntary assistants in the classroom. A new Incumbent would be encouraged 

to forge a close working relationship with the Head Teacher, staff, pupils, governors 

and the PTA. 

In the grounds of the school is a newly, purpose built, pre-school. To the other side 

of the primary school is the Village Hall within which Play Aloud offers high quality, 

varied, active, creative and nurturing childcare from 7.30 am until 6.30 pm for busy 

parents. 

Secondary education is provided in Hitchin with transport provided by a school bus, 

however there are also a number of independent schools in other nearby towns. 

7. The Community, Leisure and Recreation 

Holwell 

Holwell is fortunate to have a well-maintained Village Hall that is regularly used by 

dancing troupes, singers the ‘Cardiac Friends’, a wellbeing group, the Apostolic 
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Church of God and a children’s nursery group. Many successful fund-raising events 

have been held there in aid of St Peter’s Church. 

There is an immaculately kept Recreation Ground, home to a well-supported and 

successful Cricket Club and Bowls Club.  

A junior football team, the Hitchin under 

11s, also train there, together with a 

cricket team from Ickleford. This year, for 

the first time in many years, a Village 

Picnic was held in the Recreation Ground 

in July initiated by the previous 

Incumbent.   

There is a recently refurbished toddlers’ play area, complete with a picnic table, 

within the Recreation Ground, which is proving to be very popular. Holwell has an 

affiliation with the Pumpkin Club in Pirton, a busy organisation which holds annual 

produce shows and provides a Christmas Dinner for older residents. 

Ickleford 

Ickleford has an active sports and recreational club and offers a number of organised 

sporting pursuits such as squash, petanque, football and cricket. Within the grounds 

there is an excellent play area for children to enjoy which is funded and maintained 

by the Ickleford Parish Council.  

The Village Hall which celebrated its 90th anniversary last year, serves as a venue 

for local activities such as Keep Fit, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, Brownies, 

Ickledrama, Pilates, Dancing and a thriving Women’s Institute. The hall is also venue 

for Church activities such as the Harvest Supper, quizzes and beetle drives. At the 

northern end of the village is the Lower Green, home to the Ickleford Equestrian and 

Pony Club Centre.  

Pirton 

The Village has an active Parish Council, a well-used Village Hall and Sports and 

Social Club, both of which are used by a large number of organisations from within 

and outside the village, such as “The Pirton Players” (an active and popular dramatic 

group), “Joycare” (set up from a recent legacy to help the elderly), the “Pumpkin 

Club” (which holds an annual pumpkin show in the Village Hall, organises Mayday 

celebrations around the permanent maypole on Great Green, and more), WI, and the 

“Ladies Thursday Club”.  

The large Recreation Ground provides for football, cricket 

and a Multi Usage Games Area, which provides for 

tennis and netball. There are two children’s play areas. 
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There is a Village Shop and Post Office, two pubs “The Fox” and “Motte and Bailey”, 

a mobile fish and chip van, butcher and fresh fish van, all three of which visit the 

village weekly. 

8. Local towns of Hitchin, Stevenage and Letchworth 

Our Benefice is close to three very different towns all of which bring additional 

strengths, character and dynamics to our area. Hitchin is a traditional market town 

set around an historic market place and the much loved parish Church of St Mary’s.  

The town boasts a popular swimming centre with indoor and outdoor pools offering 

the opportunity to swim all year round whatever the weather. The 50 metre heated 

outdoor pool is open during the summer months and has a sunbathing terrace which 

is well used by families particularly in school holidays. Included in the centre is the 

well equipped health and fitness club. In addition there are many clubs and societies 

supporting the community. The town has developed a unique offering of specialist 

shops and a lively and varied offering of restaurants and traditional public houses. 

There are three small but thriving theatres, the Queen Mother, the Woodside and the 

Market Place theatres. 

Letchworth Garden City is the world’s first Garden City with open space and wide 

boulevards providing the setting for a town centre which has recently been 

regenerated by Letchworth Garden City Heritage Foundation. In the town centre, 

there is perfect mix of attractions with specialist shops, 35 eateries, an art deco four-

screen cinema, an arts centre and regular farmers’ markets. 

Stevenage, completing the trio of towns, being the UK’s first post war New Town, 

offers a selection of national shops, out of town retailing, a theatre and a major 

leisure park. Stevenage’s major employers include Glaxo Smith Kline, MBDA and, 

increasingly, other space and defence companies.  
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9. Worship 
 

Worship in the Benefice of Holwell, Ickleford and Pirton 

 Holwell Ickleford Pirton 

1
st

 Sunday 8.00 am No service HC (said) HC BCP 

9.30 am Sung Eucharist - 

11.00 am - Morning Praise 

6.00 pm Evensong - 

2
nd

 Sunday 8.00 am - HC (said) HC CW 

9.30 am HC CW (with 
hymns) 

Sung Eucharist - 

11.00 am - - HC 

6.00 pm - Evensong - 

3
rd

 Sunday 8.00 am No service HC (said) HC CW 

9.30 am Sung Eucharist - 

11.00 am - HC CW 
Footprints 

6.00 pm Evensong - 

4
th

 Sunday 8.00 am - HC (said) - 

9.30 am HC CW (said) Sung Eucharist - 

11.00 am - - HC CW 

6.00 pm - Evensong - 

5
th

 Sunday 8.00 am - HC (said) - 

9.30 am - Sung Eucharist - 

11.00 am - - HC CW 

6.00 pm - Evensong - 

 
Worship at Holwell 
 
Most of the regular Holwell congregation is aged over 55, with an average 
attendance of seven, but this increases markedly at festivals. The congregation 
spans a range of liturgical traditions, and Holwell tends to occupy a central position.  
We are fortunate to have a regular organist, who will also play the organ at weddings 
and funerals.   

 
The Common Worship Lectionary (New International 
Version) is used in St Peter’s Church, together with 
the Common Worship Service Book. At Communion 
Services an Alb and stole or surplice and stole are 
worn. Members of the Congregation read the lessons, 
but the Gospel is read by the Leader.  
 
A joint Benefice service is held every six months at St 

Peter’s, St Katharine’s Church or St Mary the Virgin in turn. As well as the usual 
Sunday services previously detailed there are services held on feast days and other 
special occasions, even if this is not within the usual service pattern.   
 
These are – 
 

 Mothering Sunday is a simplified Parish Communion, which is usually 
followed by refreshments. 

 Palm Sunday. 
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 Compline on the Monday of Holy Week. 

 Easter Day – generally this service is better attended than the usual Parish 
Communion. 

 The Patronal Festival, which is held during Parish 
Communion. 

 The Harvest Festival is attended by more people 
and is usually followed by refreshments. 

 ‘In Loving Memory’ is held in the afternoon of the 
first Sunday in November, to remember people who 
have died in recent years and to support those who 
are grieving.  We are told by the people who come 
to this service that they feel calmed and comforted by it. 

 A Remembrance Sunday service is held in the afternoon.  As we do not have 
a village memorial, the congregation gathers around the War Grave in the 
Churchyard, where the Roll of Honour is read out and a two minutes silence is 
held. 

 The Candlelit Christingle Service is particularly popular with families and 
draws younger people into the Church.   

 Midnight Mass held on Christmas Eve is less well attended now as our 
churchgoing population ages. 

 
It is hoped to continue holding these services, even if they are not within the usual 
service pattern, as it is felt strongly that they help to keep the parishioners in touch 
with the Church, particularly if they are not regular 
worshippers. 
 
Normal Sunday Service average     7   
Festivals and other Special Services average   26   
 
In the year from September 2015 to September 2016 
there have been five baptisms and three marriages.  
Baptisms usually take place during a Parish 
Communion service. There have been no funerals in the Church or at the 
crematorium in the past 12 months. 
 
Worship at Ickleford 

 
Ickleford has been very fortunate in having the Reverend 
Margaret, a self-supporting ordained priest and a member of 
our Ministerial Team, living in the parish. She has the Bishop’s 
Permission to Officiate and has led worship in Ickleford for the 
past 13 years. The majority of our services in St Katharine’s are 
Eucharistic based with an emphasis on the Sacraments.  
Vestments are worn. The robed Junior Choir sing an anthem 
during the Sung Eucharist each week. Hymns are chosen from 
‘The New English Hymnal’, ‘Songs of Fellowship’ (and 
occasionally from hymn sheets) and sung to the 
accompaniment of the organ. The younger children normally 
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leave the service for their own time of learning through listening, thinking, talking and 
creative activity   returning to take part in the communion with their families. 
 
Adults as well as young confirmed members of the Church serve and the young 
people act as acolytes. Eight members of the congregation are authorised to 
administer the chalice and members of the congregation also assist in the service as 
readers, sacristans, and sides’ persons.  During the period of Lent and the Festivals 
of Easter and Christmas our clergy have led numerous and varied services. We have 
become accustomed to some form of devotion on each of the evenings of Holy 
week, with a watch of prayer after the service on Maundy Thursday and a Service of 
Light on Easter Eve.   
 
A service is held at the beginning of November for the Commemoration of the 
Departed, during which those whose funerals have taken place in the Church in the 
previous twelve months are remembered by name and to which the families of the 
bereaved are specifically invited. Other names are also specifically remembered as 
requested by parishioners. During the lead in to Christmas we have ‘Carols on the 
Green’ which draws in a large number of village residents, Carols by Candlelight and 
a Christingle service which is held in either the Church or the school at the end of 
term. We also have members of the congregation singing Carols outside Sainsbury’s 
which in 2015 raised over £1,400 which was given to local Christmas Charities 
chosen by St Katharine’s PCC. 
 
We are very privileged to have the considerable 
talents of our organist Clifford Rowe. During the 
past few years we have rarely been without his 
services and on the few occasions when he has 
been unavailable, a member of our congregation 
has been willing to take his place. Clifford leads 
and rehearses our adult choir ‘St Katharine’s 
Singers’ who perform at all the major festivals. 
Reverend Margaret and Clifford rehearse our 
Junior Choir who sing at the Sunday Sung 
Eucharist service as well as at weddings and any 
other service during the year when required.  
 
In the year from September 2015 to September 2016 there have been three 
baptisms and two marriages. Baptisms usually take place during a Parish 
Communion service. There have been seven funerals in the Church in the past 12 
months. 
 
Worship at Pirton 
 
We are a village Church that welcomes all who wish to worship with us and include 
amongst our numbers parishioners who are relatively new to faith and those who 
have been walking the Christian journey for many years. We come from all parts of 
the spectrum of liturgical traditions ranging from those whose roots are in the non-
conformist and evangelical Churches to those of an Anglo- Catholic persuasion and 
a Roman Catholic who is now unable to travel to Hitchin for Mass. However as a 
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parish we occupy a central position of churchmanship with the celebration of the 
Eucharist at the heart of our worship and the Sacrament being reserved. Clergy 
dress is normally cassock and surplice for non-Eucharistic worship or Alb, stole and 
chasuble for Holy Communion.  
  

On the first Sunday of the month the principal 
service is the 11.00am Morning Praise which is a 
Lay led Service of the Word aimed at families and 
those who prefer a shorter act of worship. The 
principal service on the remaining Sundays of the 
month is a Common Worship Holy Communion 
Service with hymns and usually a sung setting 
during which members of the congregation will read 
the lesson,  lead intercessions and administer the 

chalice (nine are authorised). We have a mixed musical tradition with the hymns at 
the Holy Communion Services being accompanied by a rota of organists/ pianists on 
the organ or keyboard and the singing supported by a small choir.  A small group of 
instrumentalists (children and adults) often plays for the Morning Praise Service. A 
shortened and simplified Family Communion liturgy using a forward altar is used 
from time to time for the Holy Communion Service or when there is a Baptism.  The 
Licensed Readers take a regular share in leading the Ministry of the Word and/or 
Preaching at the Holy Communion with each of them officiating generally at least 
once a month. Refreshments are served after the main services. The average 
attendance at the 8.00am service is eight and at the 11.00am service is 20. We have 
a team of bell ringers who ring before the 11.00am service, for weddings and other 
special events. 
 
There is a service at 9.30am on Wednesday in St Mary’s which alternates between 
Holy Communion (CW) and Morning Prayer. The average attendance is four. Home 
Communion is taken to the sick & housebound as requested. A monthly Holy 
Communion Service (using the reserved sacrament) is held at Foxholes Nursing 
Home for the elderly with an average attendance of 12-15 residents and staff. 
Benefice evensongs are held quarterly, alternating between the Churches. 

 
In 2015 there were eight baptisms, one wedding, seven funerals 
plus an additional three funeral services conducted at a 
crematorium as well as interments as requested. It is likely that 
during 2016 the numbers will be similar. Baptisms usually take 
place at the 11.00am Sunday Service.  Messy Church (introduced 
in 2015) is now led by one of the Readers and is held four times a 
year – in Advent, on Good Friday, during the summer and at 
Harvest. Numbers vary but an encouraging 29 children and 34 

adults (including helpers attended in June 2016. 
 
Special acts of worship are usually arranged at Candlemas, Mothering Sunday, Palm 
Sunday, Harvest, and Remembrance Day and sometimes at other festivals such as 
Epiphany. In recent years the anniversary of significant events in the First World War 
have also been marked. On the first Sunday afternoon in November there is an In 
Loving Memory Service followed by tea and cake to which relatives of those who 
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have died are invited. During the service the names of the departed are read out and 
candles lit in their memory. Taizé services also take place from time to time. 
 
During the Advent and Christmas Season at St Mary’s there is a Candlelight Carol 
Service on the third Sunday of Advent and a Children’s Carol Service during the 
afternoon of Christmas Eve. There is often a Christingle service either in Advent or at 
Candlemas. Carol singing takes place in one of the village pubs one evening during 
the week before Christmas. The village Carol Service is held at the Chapel on the 
fourth Sunday of Advent and members of St Mary's are usually involved as readers, 
choir and/or musicians.  The Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve attracts people from a 
wide range of Christian traditions.  
 
As well as our links with the other Churches in the Benefice, we have strong links 
with our friends from Pirton Methodist Chapel where each of the Readers lead 
worship three / four times a year as part of the Methodist Circuit Plan. The Anglican 
/Methodist liaison group meets three times a year to agree our joint activities, which 
include the Methodist Covenant service in January, study groups in Lent, procession 
and worship on Palm Sunday, Holy Week Services, Remembrance Service when 
members from both Churches meet at the War Memorial for the Remembrance 
Ceremony after worship in their own buildings, and the village Carol Service. 
 

10. The Life of the Church 
 
Pastoral & Ecumenical 
 
There are significant pastoral opportunities, both secular and spiritual, which need to 
continue to be built upon throughout the wider Benefice and not just among the 
congregation.  There is considerable support from Hitchin Deanery and the Rural 
Dean and our Churchwardens are members of the support group which meets 
formally twice yearly.  St Peter’s, St Katharine’s and St Mary’s are kept open each 
day. 
 
Church activities 
 
Holwell 
 

Beyond its Sunday services, Holwell does not have many Church 
activities. However, because it is a small parish, members of the PCC 
have a good knowledge of what is affecting the community. They 
have a close connection to many of the people who live there and are 
able to reach out and offer help more easily if it is needed.  
 

A Temporary Reordering Licence has been applied for to allow a 
small children’s area to be created off the south aisle of the Church. It 
is hoped that this will help to encourage more parents to bring their 
young children into the Church in order to familiarise them with 
Church life. 
 
Every autumn we invite newcomers in the village and those who give 
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their time supporting the Church, to an Afternoon Tea which, to date, has been held 
in the home of one of our PCC members. This has brought people together, new 
friendships have been forged and help has been given to the Church. Each year, we 
hope to be able to organise a summer ‘Strawberry Tea’ for our older residents.  Our 
aim is to encourage wider engagement in this village which, through a lack of fixed 
social points, for example pubs, schools, shops, can result in people not mixing 
together and feeling isolated. 
 
Ickleford 

There is a strong musical tradition among 
the congregation of Ickleford and concerts 
are regularly held in St Katharine’s with 
performances from our members and from 
outside musicians and singers. A happy but 
informal ‘Mums and Tots’ group is open to 
parents and guardians of preschool age 
children. This forms an early introduction to 
Church activities for the children and gives 
the adults the opportunity to meet our clergy 
and the group helpers. 

 
Once a month, after the Thursday morning service, the Rev Margaret hosts a Brunch 
at her home. We have been posed some interesting and challenging questions, 
while we consume our coffee and croissants. These topics are invariably based on 
Biblical passages and are quite wide ranging. Our discussions are often very lively 
and we leave enriched from our discussions. 
 
There is a thriving and well attended 60+ group which meets once a week in Church 
for craft activities, games, and a chance to have a chat 
over a cup of tea. Those who attend are made up of 
both members of our congregation and also others who 
do not come to Church. It does however provide an 
opportunity for the elderly in the local community who 
perhaps are less mobile and unable to meet others in 
similar circumstances, to come together. Everyone is 
welcome to join us. 
 
Over the last three years, a member of our congregation has undertaken ministerial 
training under the supervision of the Rev Margaret. She has now been ordained as a 
deacon and has moved to a Church in Stevenage to continue that training. During 
her spare time, she has held French and German lessons in St Katharine’s which 
have been very successful.  
 
Pirton 
 
During the summer months there is a monthly Café Revive which offers hospitality in 
the form of tea and cake, activities for children and newspapers for the adults, live 
music and a short Christian reflection on a topical subject. Some have been 
focussed on a charity, for example The Living Room, a Stevenage drugs rehab, one 
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of St Mary’s charities for the last two years. The leading of this is shared between the 
Vicar and Readers. The average attendance is ten. 
 
One of the Readers makes refreshments and provides a Christian Presence in the 
weekly Bumps, Babes and Toddler Group that meets in the Village Hall.  The other 
Reader liaises with the Pre-School, including organising visits to the Church. She 
also liaises with the school and is part of a small team (with the Vicar, lay person and 
the Methodist minister) who each take three or four assemblies in the village primary 
school each term. There have been good links 
between St Mary's and the school over many 
years. This Reader used to be a governor as 
was the previous Incumbent. The school has 
regular class visits to the Church and has 
performed the Christmas concert in the building 
a few times. Each month the Little Hands 
Group meets in Church, this offers craft 
activities for the under-fives. There is an annual 
Teddy Bears Picnic for children and their 
parents & carers. In 2016 this attracted 27 
families.   
 

A Men's Breakfast Group meets in one of the village pubs on 
a Saturday morning four times a year. The meetings are 
always well attended, with speakers giving talks on a variety 
of topics. One of the Readers leads the fortnightly Good 
Book Club, a bible study group, with discussions on various 
aspects of the Bible. Both the Men's Breakfast and the Good 
Book Clubs are Benefice events and are open to all. The 

other Reader also leads a monthly ecumenical Christian Mediation group and the 
Prayer is our Priority group meets fortnightly and was led by the Vicar. 
         
Leadership & the Team 
 
Ministerial Team 
 
The Rev Margaret has been a very active and prominent member of our Ministerial 
Team since 2001 along with our two readers, Gena Edwards and Margaret Johnson, 
who are licensed to the Benefice. Other lay members take a lead in services if and 
when required. All members of the Ministerial Team look forward to developing good 
and effective communication within the Benefice and building good working relations 
with the new Incumbent. 
 
Holwell 
 
The Churchwarden, together with the PCC, see their leadership as most effective in 
the maintenance of the Church as a facility in the village, in looking after the Church 
fabric and ensuring that services are well prepared. They aim to continue a 
worshipping presence in the village, with a warm welcome extended to anyone who 
attends. 
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Currently, apart from clergy, the Holwell PCC now has seven members which 
includes a Churchwarden, a Deputy Churchwarden, a Deanery Synod representative 
and a Treasurer. All the people are over 60 and come from wide-ranging 
backgrounds and experience.   
 
However, this situation is changing, as two very long-serving and active members 
are moving away and, to our great sadness, one of the Churchwardens has died 
very recently. The remaining Churchwarden also has some health problems. In 
Holwell, with such a small number of worshippers and people on the Electoral Roll, 
these matters are critical. 
 
Ickleford 
 
Apart from clergy, the PCC has a lay membership of 14 including two 
Churchwardens, two Deanery Synod representatives, a secretary and treasurer. It 
meets on average 6 times a year. There are a number of sub committees which 
meet as necessary. Small groups may however, be set up to deal with matters as 
they arise. Although we have formal groups who help to run the Church on a daily 
basis we also rely and are greatly indebted to our many volunteers who regularly 
clean the Church, shine the brass and cut the grass in the Churchyard. 
 
Pirton 
 
The PCC has ten members plus our two readers and meets six times a year. There 
are various committees – Standing, Finance, Stewardship, Fabric and Churchyard, 
Magazine and Mission and Charity. In addition the wardens and deputy wardens met 
the Vicar regularly. There are teams of sidespeople, intercessors, chalice bearers, 
readers, coffee makers, flower arrangers and cleaners. 
 
Electoral Roll 
 

Parish Total Roll Non-resident 

Holwell 13 2 

Ickleford 135 43 

Pirton 68 3 

Benefice 216 48 

 
 
Organisations & fund raising 
 
Holwell 
 
Help from volunteers is provided for fundraising events which include an annual 
barbecue, a Lent lunch and Spring and Autumn Quiz Nights, all of which are very 
popular. We would like to carry on with these events, but unless new volunteers 
come forward to replace those who are no longer able to continue to help us, 
fundraising may become very difficult; there will not be enough people with enough 
energy or time to do the work. 
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Members of the Church do participate in the annual Beds and Herts Historic 
Churches Trust Bike ’n Hike, although this is now to offer refreshment to the cyclists, 
rather than taking to the road. In December, members of the congregation and 
others go carolling around the village, ending up in the village hall, where they are 
offered refreshments. The money collected is donated to the Garden House 
Hospice. Occasionally, in past years, concerts with nationally known musicians have 
been held in the Church. 
 
Ickleford  
 
The wide variety of events organised by our dedicated events committee contribute 
to increasing the much needed Church funds. Events also provide an opportunity for 
involvement for all the community with an emphasis on fun, learning and relaxation. 

Events include a Harvest Supper with entertainment, 
quiz nights, and a Christmas Fayre held in the school 
hall. Our most recent event was a Happy and 
Glorious Festival of Flowers, Arts and Craft held in 
the Church to celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s 90th year, 
which raised over £2,000 for our funds.  It ended with 
a service of celebration. 
 

The PCC was delighted that the Friends of St Katharine’s were registered as a 
charity in November 2015. The Friends have been very active in their efforts to help 
raise funds for our Room for All which we hope to start building in the near future. 
They have hosted stalls at the Ickleford Open Village and Christmas Fayre and have 
held a Family Fun Day and Treasure Hunt which was attended by over 120 people 
from the village and surrounding area. 
 
The Friends have also encouraged the local community to show their support for the 
Room for All project by asking 100 people to raise £100, which has raised over 
£3,000 to date. They have also received generous support from local businesses 
and have received donations from the Ickleford Parish Council from the sale of the 
recently published “Mills of Ickleford” book. 
 
Pirton 
 
We are very fortunate to be supported by the Friends of St Mary’s, many of whom 
are not regular churchgoers, who raise money for the fabric of the Church, mainly 
through Open Gardens. This year’s event raised over £5,000. 
 
St Mary’s has a ring of five bells hung anti-clockwise which have evolved over the 
years. The oldest being the tenor cast in 1634. The bells were refurbished in 2009/10 
by John Taylor Bell Foundry (Loughborough). We have a dedicated team of Ringers 
who ring for the majority of Sunday Services. Practice sessions take place on 
Monday evenings when they are supported by the Offley ringers. The ringers are 
also members of the Hertfordshire County association of Change Ringers. 
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We have a small adult choir all willing to continue under new leadership (replacing 
the previous Incumbent’s wife), and a small group of musicians within the village who 
often participate in worship on the first Sunday of the month. 
 
A successful farmer’s market is held once a month in the Church on the last Friday 
of the month.  
 
The Church has an excellent acoustic and we have regular fund-raising concerts for 
example Caritas Harmony Ladies Choir, Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir, the 
Orpheus Chamber Choir, Putteridge Bury Gilbert and Sullivan Society and 
professional music group Felici.  These have raised fund both for St Mary’s and 
charities including The Living room, Keech Children’s Hospice and Brainstorm (a 
local cancer charity). 
 

11. Communications 
 
Holwell 
 
Services and Notices are displayed on the Churchyard notice boards and inside the 
Church. Holwell distributes ‘Round and About Holwell’, the parish magazine which is 
delivered twice yearly and is free to every house in the village. It contains details 
concerning St Peter’s services and other Church matters, as well as general 
information about village organisations and items of other interest locally. It is paid 
for by the parish council and is edited and compiled by a member of the PCC. It is 
hoped that the magazine will be able to continue next year, but this may not be 
possible. However, Spring, Autumn and Christmas leaflets are distributed to each 
house in the village, which display forthcoming special services and information on 
fundraising events. 
 
Ickleford 
 
There is a weekly Newsletter for our congregation each Sunday, along with pew 
sheets which include the readings for the service. A free quarterly parish magazine, 
‘The Wheel’, is delivered by Church volunteers, to every household in the parish. It is 
funded by a very generous donation from the Parish Council, and the many 
businesses who advertise in the magazine. Although it is a Church publication giving 
details of services and activities, it also includes details of village activities and 
contributions from the Parish Council, Police, and other community groups.   
 
Pirton 
 
A Parish magazine is published ten times a year, with news of Church and village 
activities. Current distribution is about 500 copies. The subscription cost is £5 a year.  
It is a thriving publication. 
 
There is a weekly pew sheet and the Church has a Facebook page with 268 friends 
and information on the Pirton website. 
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Cards from St Mary’s are sent to those in the community who we know about who 
are ill, bereaved or who have given birth. Anniversary of baptism cards are also sent. 
At Christmas and Easter a card giving details of all the Christmas and Holy Week 
services is delivered to each house in the village. 
 
There is a Pirton Cycle of Prayer in which each road in the parish is prayed for 
systematically throughout the year, to this end each week the houses in the road to 
be prayed for receive a card from the Vicar informing the occupier of our prayers and 
invited them to request prayers should they so desire. 
 

12. Buildings  
 

Holwell 
 
The small parish Church of St Peter was rebuilt 
under the direction of Ewan Christian in 1877 and 
was rededicated by the Bishop of Ely in 1879.  
There has been a Church on the same site for 
over a thousand years - the Saxon king, Edgar, 
granted the charter in 968 AD.  It is believed that 
the present building is the fourth.  Holwell parish 
had a Rector from 1224 to 1980, after which it 
became a joint Benefice with Ickleford. 

 
As the Church was rebuilt in the late 19th century, there have not been some of the 
problems that beset older Churches.  During the 1990s part of the Church roof and 
guttering were restored. More recently, several of the Church’s stained glass 
windows have been renovated. The requirements of the 2013 Quinquennial 
Inspection are being met and, generally, the fabric of the Church is in good order.   
 
St Peter’s benefits from a great deal of goodwill from parishioners and there is a 
willing pool of volunteers who clean the Church, arrange flowers and maintain the 
Churchyard. 
 
Ickleford 
 
St Katharine’s stands proudly in the centre of the 
village and at the heart of the community. The 
Church which is a Grade 1 Listed building, is 
dedicated to St Katharine of Alexandria and is now 
the only place of worship in the village.  
 
A full and informative guide is available in the Church 
and provides visitors with an in depth history of the Church. The earliest part of the 
Church was the Nave built about 1150 and this provided seating for around 80 
people. The chancel and tower were added in the early 13th century and a porch in 
the middle of the 15th century. In 1859 modifications, designed by Sir Gilbert Scott, 
were completed which added the south aisle with vault below, and south east 
chapel.  This gives the building its present form. In the 1960’s and also the 1980’s 
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work was carried out to strengthen the tower structure. Later in 2007 extensive 
remedial work to remedy other defects was completed.  
 
While rebuilding sections of the outside east wall a small area of pargetting depicting 
the instruments of Christ’s torture and crucifixion was exposed and is visible today. 
In 2003 the south east chapel, which had previously housed the organ, was 
converted into a quiet room and the organ repositioned at the east end of the south 
aisle. The Church is open during daylight hours to enable visitors to enter for prayer 
and personal devotion and to enjoy the sense of peace and tranquillity.   
 
The Churchyard is reputed to be the burial place of Henry Boswell, King of the 
gypsies, who died in 1760 at the age of 90. Within the Church may be seen an 
embroidered Millennium Map of Ickleford as it was in 1776, produced by dedicated 
members of the Women’s Institute. To celebrate their Golden Jubilee, WI members 
have also provided kneelers which have been beautifully embroidered with local 
scenes. 
 
There is presently no toilet, kitchen or running water within the Church building and 
due to our success in increasing both numbers 
and groups who use our Church, space has 
become very limited. After many years of 
planning, the PCC has now successfully obtained 
permission to build an extension to the north side 
which will provide additional space and the much 
needed toilet and kitchen facilities. Our plans have 
been well received by the local community and we are hopeful that we will be able to 
commence work on the new Room for All in the near future. The exciting and 
innovative design should provide the accommodation that will enrich and encourage 
our Church life.  
 
Pirton 
 
St Mary’s is a beautiful Grade 1 listed building that from earliest times has been a 
landmark in the village. It was founded in the latter part of the 11th century by Ralph 
de Limesy, one of William the Conqueror’s supporters, to whom the manor of Pirton 
had been given by the King. Over the centuries different parts of the building have 
been reconstructed so there are parts from the 12th, 14th and 
15th centuries. The Church’s relaxed charm lies in its simplicity 
and absence of decoration. The fabric of the Church is generally 
in a good state of repair. The main recommendations of the last 
quinquennial have been completed but the repair of the West 
Window is still to be done, a faculty has been granted and 
contractors’ estimates from the architect, Michael Dales, are 
awaited. 
The Church is financially assisted in maintaining the fabric of the 
building by the Friends of St Mary’s Church and the wider village 
community who have given generous financial support to many 
specific capital projects for example the Upper Room (right). In October 2009 after 
seven years of fund raising and grant applications that raised the £127,000 required, 
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we celebrated the completion of some major projects to update our facilities.  This 
included: 
• The regeneration of the South Transept to provide an upper floor meeting and 

events room, a modern kitchen area, and easy access toilet facilities. 
• Relocation and restoration of the organ to the west end of the Church 
• Refurbishment of bells 
• A new energy efficient and low maintenance lighting scheme. 
 
The porch was restored in February 2014 and the west end of the Church was 
reordered last year and now includes a purpose built corner unit and bookcases and 
an area for children. 
 
The Churchyard is an open one where burials still take place. 
 

13. Finances 
 
All 3 Churches pay their parish share (Holwell 7%, Ickleford 53% and Pirton 40%) in 
full. The Incumbent’s expenses are paid in full. 
 
Holwell 
 
The present financial position is challenging; although it is not critical, it is not 
comfortable and the Parish Share is fully paid. Our congregation is ageing and some 
are moving away, therefore numbers are decreasing and this will be, in the near 
future, an increasing problem for revenue. Presently there are 13 parishioners on the 
Roll. When it is amended next year, it is likely that this will drop to 7.   
 
Christian stewardship is practised through envelopes and covenants, though it is 
possible that the PCC would wish to instigate a stewardship initiative involving the 
new Incumbent and the Diocesan Advisor in due course.   
 
Ickleford 
 
Stewardship is practised in St Katharine’s through envelopes and Gift Aid and our 
giving each Christmas is donated to our chosen local charities. In 2015, we raised 
over £2,400. Our parish share for 2016 is £38,129 which we pay in full by monthly 
instalments. We rely on our events committee to organise and raise funds through 
our many and varied social events. We anticipate however, that as the building of 
our new Room for All comes ever closer to starting we will have to increase our 
efforts on raising the additional funds we will require. At present we have raised over 
£110,000 towards the new building. 
 
Pirton 
 
Stewardship is also practised through envelopes and Gift Aid and our aim is to 
donate 10 per cent of our planned giving to missions and charities, for example 
CMS, Embrace the Middle East. 
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As well as the Friends’ events there are other fundraising occasions such as Santa 
Special - a train ride to Santa’s Grotto in a parishioner’s garden, and concerts in the 
Church, and a stall at the both the May Day and the Summer Fair. 
 

14. Future Aims 
 
Holwell 
 
Through the SMART Goals in our Mission Action Plan we aim to Live God’s Love.  
There is a Holwell Cycle of Prayer and the congregation of St Peter’s Church prays, 
regularly and systematically, throughout the year for each household within the 
parish. Along with regular prayer, written invitations are delivered on which the 
Incumbent invites people to request prayers to be said for them.  
 
Our vision is to be seen as a friendly, growing Church, which provides a cohesive 
central togetherness within the village. We should like to encourage attendance at St 
Peter’s Church which matches the goodwill which undoubtedly flows towards it from 
many areas in the village, and to offer involvement to the remainder, whose attitude 
towards the Church may be passively indifferent. 
 
It is of great concern that there are so few parishioners attending Church on a 
regular basis.  Holwell is not blessed with the presence of a local school from which 
to draw children and their parents into St Peter’s. There are real challenges in 
bringing people into the Church to replace the work of the ones who pass away or 
leave and there is a real danger that there will be too few people to keep St Peter’s 
Church alive.  We need to be able to breathe new life into this lovely Christian place 
so that it has a future – the problem is how?   
 
With the serious challenges facing the PCC (previously mentioned under 
Leadership) and the knock-on effect it is likely to have, this is going to be a time of 
great change to our worshipping community in Holwell and we will need true 
guidance and support from our new Incumbent and from within the Benefice as a 
whole, if we are going to be able to continue on our spiritual journey. 
 
In taking up the challenge of looking after the spiritual and pastoral needs of the 
parishioners of Holwell, we hope that we will be given someone who will be 
interested in our small village, resisting the temptation of regarding it as less 
important than the larger parts of the Benefice. This is going to be a challenging role 
and is not for the faint-hearted. However, we are looking forward to giving our full 
support to the person who is given to us. 
 
Ickleford 
 
The PCC has developed a focused Mission Action Plan (MAP) which is regularly 
reviewed and updated. Our last updated MAP was adopted by the PCC in July 2016. 
We have identified that St Katharine’s has a growing and committed congregation of 
all ages with a strong musical tradition and participation. Although we have a much 
loved ancient building, this does not meet the demands of the 21st century. We have 
therefore identified our key priorities over the coming few years as providing modern 
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domestic amenities in the Church, developing better and varied communication and 
increasing opportunities for deepening our faith. As a result, our goals for the coming 
year are to increase the membership and enhance our provision of activities for the 
weekly 60+ and Mums and Tots groups. We will also create a more comprehensive 
“meet and greet” provision for new and present members of our congregation and 
work with the children in our local school to increase their understanding of the 
Christian faith. Finally we wish to develop our junior choir and its increased 
involvement in regular services. We firmly believe that our key SMART goals will 
help us in “Living God’s Love.”  
 
Pirton 
 
Our Mission Action Plan adopted in March 2015 and due to be reviewed in February 
2017 gives our vision as to how we want to be described in five years as “A vibrant, 
worshipping community, committed to sharing God’s love and to building 
relationships with all in the community, to help them to grow in, and experience, a 
deeper relationships with God”. Our priorities are:  Deepening our spiritual life 
through prayer, worship, study and discipleship; modelling Christ-like relationships 
through open, effective and trusting 
communication; being proactive and 
welcoming in our outreach to the community 
and beyond. Our goals are:   
• Explore Messy Church  
• Develop a prayer area 
• Develop a Baby congratulations pack  
• Organise at least one concert/social 
event each year  
• Run a welcoming Church course 
 
 

15. Conditions of service  
 
Vicarage in Pirton 
 

Our attractive vicarage is in the heart of the 
village and within easy walking distance of 
anywhere in the village and was built 30 
years ago. It is a spacious well-appointed 
house having five bedrooms, bathroom, 
study, lounge, separate dining room, 
kitchen, utility room and garage. It has a 
large drive with parking space for six 
vehicles. The central heating is gas-fired, 
with an additional gas fire in the dining 

room and an open fire in the lounge. Outside to the rear there is a beautiful south 
facing private garden with small patio.  
 
Stipend 
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The stipend for the Incumbent will be in accordance with the Diocese of St. Alban’s 
approved scales. Full details of which can be obtained from the Diocesan website. 
 
Removal expenses 
The Diocesan Board of Finance provides for the payment of the actual reasonable 
costs of removal and resettlement and first appointment grants.  
 
 

16. Useful Links 
 
Diocesan website:   www.stalbans.anglican.org  
Living God’s Love:   www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/living-god-s-love  
Holwell Parish Council:  www.holwellparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Holwell Village:   www.holwell-village.co.uk 
Ickleford Parish Council:  www.icklefordpc.com  
Ickleford School:    www.ickleford.herts.sch.uk  
Ickleford Village Hall:  www.icklefordvillagehall.uk  
Ickleford Equestrian Centre: www.icklefordequestriancentre.com  
Ickleford Lavender Farm:  www.hitchinlavender.com 
Friends of St. Katharine’s:  www.friendsofstkatharines.org  
Pirton Facebook Page:  StMary’s Pirton 
Pirton Character Assessment:  www.pirtonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page53  
Pirton School:    www.pirtonschool.org.uk/  
PirtonPre-School:   www.pirtonpreschool.co.uk/  
Play Aloud:  www.netmums.com/northherts/local/view/childcare/holiday-
schemes/play-aloud-pirton  
Hitchin Boys School:  www.hbs.herts.sch.uk  
Hitchin Girls School:   www.hgs.herts.sch.uk/  
Priory School:     www.priory.herts.sch.uk    
 

http://www.stalbans.anglican.org/
http://www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/living-god-s-love
http://www.holwellparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.holwell-village.co.uk/
http://www.icklefordpc.com/
http://www.ickleford.herts.sch.uk/
http://www.icklefordvillagehall.uk/
http://www.icklefordequestriancentre.com/
http://www.hitchinlavender.com/
http://www.friendsofstkatharines.org/
http://www.pirtonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page53
http://www.pirtonschool.org.uk/
http://www.pirtonpreschool.co.uk/
http://www.netmums.com/northherts/local/view/childcare/holiday-schemes/play-aloud-pirton
http://www.netmums.com/northherts/local/view/childcare/holiday-schemes/play-aloud-pirton
http://www.hbs.herts.sch.uk/
http://www.hgs.herts.sch.uk/
http://www.priory.herts.sch.uk/
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Thank you for the time that you have taken to read our profile. 
If it has inspired you we hope you will apply for the position. 

 
 

Living God’s Love Prayer 
 

Living God 
Draw us deeper into your love; 

Jesus our Lord, 
send us to care and serve; 

Holy Spirit, 
make us heralds of good news. 

Stir us, strengthen us, 
teach and inspire us 

to live your love 
with generosity and joy, 

imagination and courage; 
for the sake of your world 
and in the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 
 
 

  
 
 
 


