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Welcome to the benefice 
 
There is an exciting opportunity in our benefice which we are delighted to share with 
you.  
 
We have three welcoming and active churches set in the beautiful countryside of 
North Hertfordshire, approximately 15 miles south of Cambridge and four miles 
south-east of Royston.  

St Margaret of Antioch is in the village of Barley, St Mary Magdalene is in the village 
of Barkway and St Mary’s in the smaller village of Reed.  In addition, there is the 
church of St Andrew in the village of Buckland, which is owned by the Churches 
Conservation Trust, and holds special services only.  
 
 Our collective churches serve the people of Barley, Barkway, Reed, Buckland, 
Newsells, Nuthampstead and Chipping, with a total population of approximately 
2,000 people.  All the churches in the benefice are within 2 ½ miles of The Rectory. 
Within the benefice there is a mixture of local small businesses, self-employed 
people, daily commuters, young families, local workers and retired people.  There is 
a variety of housing, dating from the 15th to 21st centuries, including manor houses, 
farms, cottages and social housing.  Many of the properties are in Conservation 
Areas. 

There are excellent transport links by road, rail and air. There is a rapid and frequent 
train service on two separate lines (from Royston and from Audley End) to London 
and Cambridge and beyond; the M11 is within about 15 minutes’ drive and the A1(M) 
also 15 minutes; Stansted Airport is about 30 minutes away and Luton Airport is 
about 45 minutes away. There is a bus service through Barley, Reed and Barkway. 

The parishes work well together to take forward God’s work in this area, but also 
have distinct communities and identities.  The churches are set close together 
with the furthest distance between any two church buildings only 1.6 miles, and 
so they can be easily reached by car or bicycle.  More information about the 
churches can be found at  www.unitedbenefice.wordpress.com 

 

 
 

 
View from Barley across the fields towards 
Royston. 
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Our Vision 
 
Our vision and priorities for our benefice can be summed up as follows: 
 

• To be warm and welcoming to all church and churchyard users 
• To grow the church of today and tomorrow 
• To continue to develop a more cohesive ‘benefice mentality’, which offers a 

range of worship and fellowship for all, whilst maintaining the character of 
each church’s congregation. 

• To bring more people to faith, particularly young families through targeted 
services and activities 

• To continue to maintain the fabric and beauty of each of our churches and 
churchyards with a strong focus on eco church and sustainability 

• To make our churches more accessible for all 
• To increase resources within our churches for all ages, but particularly for 

children 
 

Each parish’s Mission Action Plan has been reviewed and updated in 2022 and can 
be found on the St Albans Diocesan website. 

 

 

 

 

Teddy Bears’ Picnic at Barley Strawberry Tea at Reed 

The Royston Town Band at 
Barkway 
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Our new Rector 

 
We pray for an inclusive and welcoming Rector who will: 
 

• Be an empowering and optimistic spiritual leader who uses creativity to inspire 
us to reach our potential, whilst respecting our current pattern of worship 

• Use effective leadership skills to embrace the challenge of growing our 
congregations and guiding us to grow in faith 

• Be an approachable, caring and empathetic communicator with a good 
listening ear to people of all ages 

 
We also pray that our new Rector will: 
 

• Have an understanding of and an enthusiasm for rural ministry 
• Work closely with our church schools to introduce worship to young children 

and their families 
• Be visible and accessible in our communities 
• Be a good delegator with a focus on their own wellbeing, who can bring our 

lay ministers and voluntary teams together, by communicating and 
collaborating with stakeholders of all ages within the benefice and by inspiring 
teams of people to work together for the common good 

• Have a sense of humour! 
• See music as an integral part of worship 
• Have a strong theological and biblical knowledge and the ability to convey this 

to congregations through relevant, interesting and revealing sermons 
• Help us to develop a succession plan for our PCCs 
• Be able to use and embrace new technologies 
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What we can offer 
 

• Three churches (plus an additional church for special services) in different, 
but beautiful rural settings, all close to each other with loyal congregations 

• Welcoming, enthusiastic and hard-working teams in each parish, with a desire 
to work together for the benefit of all 

• The support of a non-stipendiary ordained priest, an experienced lay reader, 
four experienced, hard-working Church Wardens, three active PCCs, who are 
all keen to work closely with a new rector, active Friends organisations which 
support each church financially, a part-time Benefice Administrator and a 
choir (drawn from across the benefice) which supports key services 
throughout the year musically 

• Strong social media profiles for each church 
• Financially stable, well maintained church buildings and churchyards. 
• Two church schools, in Barley and Barkway, that work together as a 

federation and welcome the input of our Rector 
• The potential to make a difference in our churches and across our wider 

communities 
• A surprisingly beautiful rural area to live in, yet so close to London, Cambridge 

and other cities. 
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 Benefice Priorities 

 
 

	
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

God 

Strong and 
compassionate Rector 

 

Nurture faith in the 
community 

Support our church 
schools 

Serving 
our communities in a 

positive way 

Nurture our existing 
congregations 

 

Grow our congregations, 
our work with children 
and young people and 
our number of PCC 
members 

Pastoral care 
 in our churches and 

communities 

 

Spiritual growth and 
faith 
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The mission of our United Benefice 
• To be welcoming churches offering excellent pastoral care and worship 
• To continue to provide opportunities for deeper discipleship 
• To enable effective outreach to our young families 
• To encourage new people to take on roles on the PCCs (eg we currently only 

have one church warden in two of our churches) 
• To retain a service pattern that suits the needs of the congregation of each 

village 

 

 
 
Challenges that we face 

 
• Encouraging children, families and young people (although much work has 

been done to support this, it needs more focus, time and development) 
• Encouraging new and younger leaders and PCC members as part of our 

succession planning 
• Embracing change across the benefice 
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The Rectory 
 
This house is situated at the southern end of Barkway High Street, approximately 
half a mile from the church.  It is a two storey, 4-bedroom detached house with a 
double garage, built in 1936 and located within the Conservation Area.  There is a 
lounge, separate dining room, office, kitchen, utility room and WC on the ground 
floor. 
 
It benefits from high speed broadband, gas central heating and secondary double 
glazing; there is a moderately sized garden. 
 
The address is 135 High Street, Barkway, Royston SG8 8ED. 
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Current Pattern of Worship 

Week 1 2 3 4 5 

Barkway 
11.00  
Morning 
Worship 

10:30 
United 
Benefice 
Eucharist 
(Rotates 
around the 
3 churches) 

18:00  
BCP 
Evensong 

10:30  
Sung 
Eucharist 

10.30 
United 
Benefice 
Eucharist 
(Rotates 
around the 
3 churches) 

Barley 
10:30 All 
Age 
Eucharist 

10:30 
(see 
above) 

10:30 
Morning 
Worship 
(Said) 

09:00 
Parish 
Communion 

 

Reed 

09:00 
Parish 
Communion 
(said) 

10:30 
(see 
above) 

10.30 
Parish 
Communion 

10:30  
All Age 
service (9 
months of 
the year) or 
Morning 
Worship or 
BCP 
Matins. 

 

Buckland Only occasional services, such as weddings, baptisms, funerals and 
an annual carol service by candlelight.  

 
 

Financial Summary 

The parish shares of all churches in the benefice are fully paid to date. Each church 
has been able to raise significant sums of money for building work and are generally 
in good order.   
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Parish Profiles 

Barley  

St Margaret of Antioch Barley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Worship 

We have a variety of services to suit the needs of the congregation and the leaders 
available.  There is a said Eucharist, a sung family Eucharist which is less formal, 
Morning Worship, which is often lay led and a weekday Morning Prayer.  There have 
been a number of outdoor services which have been popular and have been visible 
to the local community. 
 
The Electoral Roll numbers 25 and, whereas most congregations are fewer than 
that, seasonal festivals, such as the Carol Service and national events, such as 
Remembrance Sunday, attract 60 plus worshippers.  The school has several 
services a year and there are a number of baptisms, weddings and funerals.  There 
is a theology reading group, formed seven years ago, which is open to the Benefice 
and wider community to read major theological works.  It has read from writers such 
as St Augustine of Hippo to, most recently, Jurgen Moltmann. 
 
Our People 
 
The village is friendly and welcoming and the church congregation plays an active 
part in the community.  Likewise, non-worshippers support the church and 
appreciate the role of the Rector as a spiritual and caring presence amongst us.  The 
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members of the PCC are actively involved in both spiritual and administrative work 
for the church and helping the incumbent to keep in touch with the residents. 

 
 Our Church Building 

Close to the centre of the village, and standing 
in a commanding position, is the 12th century 
church largely rebuilt in style by Butterfield in 
1872.  It has notable natural acoustics and a 
fine organ.  The south aisle was cleared of 
pews a few years ago and was fitted with an 
oak floor by a young craftsman living in the 
village, creating a beautiful space resembling a 
college hall and opening up possibilities of new 
use. The mediaeval tower has a set of 6 bells 
that are rung by a local team.  In earlier times 
two Rectors went on to become Archbishops of 
Canterbury. 

 

 

 

Our Finances 

The Parish Share is paid in full and regular maintenance carried out.  Restoration 
and improvements are funded partly by a ring-fenced reserve, partly from grants but 
also from innovative fundraising events. 
 
Our Community 
 
Barley nestles in a dip between the north eastern edge of the Chilterns and the 
Cambridge plain, its mediaeval field pattern still defining its borders, lanes and 
footpaths.  Its two large farms are owned and run by established village families.  At 

the centre of the village is 
the Plaistow, an ancient 
large playing field that is 
kept up-to-date, with football 
pitch, tennis courts and a 
modern playground, and 
every July it is the site for 
the Barley Show, an 
important community day of 
displays and competitions 
that attract participation by 
other villages. 
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Opposite the church is the Town 
House, a hall given to the village in 
the 16th century, with beamed 
rooms and ample kitchen and toilet 
facilities.  It is in demand for 
meetings, parties and civil 
weddings.  Also around this centre 
are village businesses and services 
that have adapted to modern 
demand while retaining their village 
character: a general store and Post 
Office; a surgery with a team of 

doctors and nurses; and a residential home for the elderly, doubled in size with a 
dementia unit; riding stables; two pubs, one offering fine dining, and the other mostly 
hearty Italian dishes; all of these serve the  villages of the Benefice and several 
others beyond.  There is a Church of England First school in federation with Barkway 
(see Barkway parish profile) and a number of well-supported organisations, such as:  
Gardening Club, Cricket Club, Over Sixties and Khandel Light, a charity founded 
locally for a deprived community in India, and has raised a substantial sum of money 
in recent years.  In addition, Barley is the local base for a thriving district Scouting 
group (7th Royston Barkway Scout Group). 
 
Further information on Barley village can be found at www.barley-village.co.uk.  
The village and church also have Facebook groups, and these can be found at the 
following links:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/barleyvillage and 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/311387722721486 
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Barkway with Newsells and Nuthampstead 
 

St Mary Magdalene, Barkway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Our Worship 

Our Church provides a range of services 
ranging from Morning Worship, Evensong 
and Sung Eucharist as we seek to meet 
everyone’s needs. We are an inclusive 
church and work consistently to provide for 
the spiritual, physical and emotional needs of 
our worshippers. The electoral roll is currently 
35 and average attendance is around 20, 
with many more for special services such as 

Easter, Harvest and Christmas. Morning Prayer is held at 9am every Tuesday, after 
which those who wish to, go for a walk.  

Under the leadership of our previous Rector’s husband, a men’s bible class was held 
on a monthly basis.  Ann Bowes, our Lay Reader, runs a weekly Julian (of Norwich) 
meditation group.  This attracts people of all faiths and no faith from inside and 
outside the Benefice. 
 
Our People 

We are a friendly community with an active PCC, which includes a churchwarden, 
treasurer and secretary, and meets quarterly, as well as for the APCM in May. The 
Friends, who look after the repair and upkeep of the church building, and whose 
remit has been extended to include the upkeep of the surrounding grounds, count 
many non-churchgoers among their members.  Through fundraising activities, it 
contributes both to the general community spirit and to the maintenance of the heart 
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of the parish.  A group of volunteers attends to the flowers and the churchyard is well 
maintained with financial help from Barkway Parish Council. 

Our Church Building 

The beautiful church has a chancel dating from the 13th Century, a nave and aisles 
dating from the 15th century, a little mediaeval glass, several fine monuments, and a 
splendid organ.  A fine set of eight bells is rung before services by an active group of 
bellringers.  
 
There is a meeting room with kitchen and WC within the church, which also has wifi 
installed. The church is generally in good order and, over the last six years, the 
Friends of Barkway Church has funded the installation of an LED lighting system, as 
well as repairs to the flintwork to the tower, retiling the chancel roof and replacing the 
gullies and surface water drainage system at a cost of almost £170,000.  We also 
hold a bronze eco award and the churchyard is well maintained with wildflowers 
recently planted. 
 
Our Finances 

Our finances relating to the church are in a healthy state with substantial reserves, 
but we are conscious of the fact that our congregation comprises mostly elderly 
people and we would like to find new supporters.  Our parish share is paid in full and 
we are indeed fortunate to have the Friends of Barkway Church. 

Our Community 

Barkway is an attractive and sociable linear village.  In days gone by, it was a 
stopping point to change the horses as coaches travelled from London to Cambridge 
and beyond.  The parish also includes the hamlets of Newsells and Nuthampstead.  

 

Nuthampstead has a pub with a small 
museum and two monuments 
commemorating the dead of the 398th 
Bomb Group of the United States Army 
Air Force, who flew out of Nuthampstead 
in 1944/45.  On the northern edge of the 
village on the road between Barkway and 
Barley lie Newsells village and Newsells 
Stud, one of the largest race horse 
breeding establishments in Europe.   
 
 

 
Barkway and Barley Church of England First Schools are a Federation, which enjoys 
a close link with both churches through assemblies and occasional services.  The 
Barkway school site accommodates an independently run pre-school which also 
provides "wrap-around" care.   
 
There is a village hall, as well as a pub, ga rage  and  veh ic le  repa i r  
f ac i l i t i es ,  a playing field, a golf club, and a number of social clubs.  
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The annual village market in May (attended by about 4,000 people from surrounding 
towns and villages) raised nearly £19,500 for local charities including the Church in 
2022.  The village hall is used for fundraising events such as a much-admired annual 
pantomime.  It is a popular location for parties and other activities, including a 
monthly coffee morning and weekly Pilates classes.  A separate pavilion serves the 
recreation ground/football pitches and there is a cricket ground at Cokenach, just to 
the north of the village.  The recreation ground also has a well-equipped play area.  
There is a reading room, which is used by the History Group for displays. 
 
As well as the History Group, we have a Community Group, which caters for the 
older people, a Film Club and a Gardening Club. 
 
At present, there is a proposal under discussion to build a development of 140 new 
houses at the north end of the village.     

Further information on Barkway village can be found at www.barkway-village.org.  
The village and church also have Facebook groups, and these can be found at the 
following links:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/403953678158538 and 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1756366444438464. 
 
And finally….ex-officio 
 
As well as serving as chair of the PCC, the Rector is an ex-officio 
member/governor/trustee on three committees: 
 
The Friends of Barkway Church 
Barley and Barkway Schools (VA) Church Schools Federation 
The Stallibrass Almshouse Charity (which looks after three single-storey dwellings in 
Barkway, occupied by women aged over 50).  
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The Ecclesiastical Parish of Reed and Buckland 

St Mary’s Church, Reed Parish Profile 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Worship 

St Mary’s Church provides a range of services from the quiet and prayerful to our All 
Age Services which are more interactive and attract families. We are an inclusive 
church and work consistently to provide for the spiritual, physical and emotional 
needs of our worshippers. The electoral roll numbers 40 and our Sunday service 
congregation is growing in size.  Special services such as Easter, Harvest and 
Christmas are especially well attended.  Opportunities for occasional outdoor 
worship have been well received. We are working towards effective outreach to our 
young families, building on the fourth Sunday all age service and Youth Church.  Our 
church community continues to deepen in faith with between six and ten regular 
attendees from Reed and the surrounding area at our weekly Morning Prayer. 

On a fortnightly basis, Reed offers the venue for Youth Church which provides 
fellowship and spiritual opportunities for young people between the ages of nine and 
sixteen. 

St Mary’s is home to Reed Choir which, although not a church choir, provides 
additional musical accompaniment for special services across the Benefice. The 
choristers were recently invited, as a visiting choir, to lead an Evensong service at St 
Albans Cathedral. 
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Our People 

We are a welcoming church offering excellent pastoral care and worship. There are 
many opportunities to join in and to discover more about the Christian faith. 

We have an active PCC which includes a Churchwarden, Treasurer and Secretary 
and meets several times during the year. There are also committees responsible for 
both the fabric of the church building and for fundraising, as well as an active Friends 
of Reed Church.  

Both the Church and the wider community benefit enormously from the work of PCC 
members, the Friends of Reed Church (a registered charity) and the many people 
who give freely of their time to support the church in a myriad of ways. 
 
Our Church Building 

St Mary’s is a beautiful little church with a spiritual and peaceful atmosphere. The 
church, parts of which date back to the late Saxon period, has been much restored 

since 2007 with substantial works 
having been carried out over time. The 
building and its churchyard provide a 
very special haven for both church 
attendees and non-churchgoers. Our 
door is always open in hours of 
daylight. The building and its 
churchyard are much loved and this is 
reflected in the number of impromptu 
conversations and meetings which take 
place there.  

 

Our churchyard is being actively managed to 
promote bio-diversity. In providing a range of 
differing habitats, we have been richly rewarded 
with an abundance of flora and fauna. We also 
hold a Bronze Eco award. 

In recent years, St Mary’s Church has raised a 
phenomenal amount of money for major projects.  
Repointing and masonry works to the tower cost 
over £150,000 and a further amount in excess of 
£150,000 was raised for a new, bespoke organ, 
the installation of which is eagerly awaited.  
These huge sums were the combined result of 
many kind donations from across the community, 
through successful grant applications and thanks 

to the fundraising efforts of the Friends of Reed Church.  There are also future plans 
to reorder the west end of the church to create a more adaptable space for the 
accessibility of all.  We have a long-held dream to provide additional external storage 
and toilet facilities to further enhance our status as a village asset. 
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Our Community 

The village of Reed is an active, spirited and sociable village with many vibrant 
organisations. The population number of 300 has altered little since the time of 
Domesday and the village includes a school, a village hall and a cricket club. The 
Church and Reed First School, although not a Church of England school, enjoy a 
good reciprocal relationship. The school uses both the church and its churchyard as 
an educational resource. 

The location of the Church at the southern edge of the village somewhat belies its 
significance within the heart of the community. Warmth and camaraderie flow 
between the church and village, as evidenced by regular local attendance at our 
monthly Soup Lunches and recent joint event planning between the Church and the 
Village Hall. 

A survey of the whole village community in the Spring of 2022 showed an overriding 
theme that the respondents value the supportive community that Reed offers along 
with the warmth of the welcome both in the church and in its churchyard.  Views and 
comments regarding the way St Mary’s should serve the community going forward 
have informed our Mission Action Plan.   

Our Finances 

As well as consistently paying our Parish Share, St Mary’s Church’s finances are 
sound and the large amounts of money raised in a very short time give a clear 
indication of the drive, energy and affection there is locally to preserve and cherish 
our church.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Soup Lunch in Reed 
Village Hall, organised by St Mary’s 
Reed as an outreach activity to 
support all in our local community. 
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St Andrew’s Church, Buckland 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The civil parish of Buckland with Chipping straddles the A10 and the two villages 
have a combined population of approximately 300 and about 120 dwellings.  
  
St Andrew’s Church is a beautiful, redundant church in the village of Buckland which 
is under the care of the Churches Conservation Trust. The building is open to visitors 
and holds occasional special services, baptisms, weddings and funerals, as well as 
an annual carol service by candlelight, with the permission of the Trust and the 
Bishop. 
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Map of the area 
 
 


