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Section 1 
 

Greetings from the Benefice of  
Bromham with Oakley and Stagsden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Churchwardens and Parish Representatives worked together in the preparation 
and presentation of this Profile.  We began with a written invitation to all 
worshipping parishioners to answer 6 questions: 

• What sort of church community are we now?  What are our strengths 
and weaknesses? 

• Where do we want to be in 5 years time? 
• What needs to change to help us move towards that? 
• What is going to help us to get there?  What do we need to develop in 

the life of the church? 
• What is going to hinder us? 
• What do we want to hand on to the next generation and how can we 

ensure we can do that? 
Their answers were collated to form the basis of this Profile. 
Our Vision is to be a living expression of faith in practice, which includes an 
appreciation of past generations of practice and worship and yet wanting to explore 
new patterns.  We wish to grow as a prayerful and welcoming church; to strengthen 
our presence at the centre of the community.  By cultivating and cherishing our 
talents, especially those of the younger members of the church, we aim to transform 
our community and to make new disciples.  We shall seek to use new facilities at 
Bromham church and improvements at Stagsden to enhance our community 
outreach.  Whilst each village has its own character, we have the following priorities 
and goals in common. 

 
Our priorities are: 

• To nurture and strengthen our faith so that we may be better equipped to 
heed God’s call to us in the wider world. 

• To develop lay leadership, discern talents to offer in God’s service and 
recruit more volunteers. 

• To reach out to the community, especially to families and children, and 
share our faith in a way that is relevant to them. 
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In the light of these priorities our goals are: 

1. To grow and deepen our own faith and discipleship. 
2. To identify and empower more lay leaders to further our efforts to share the 

gospel with younger children and their families. 
3. To further expand our children’s work and links with the Bromham C of E 

Primary School, Oakley Primary Academy and Lincroft Academy (Oakley). 
4. To introduce styles of worship which better relate to children and their 

families. 
5. To build on our Messy Church projects and the Junior Choir to encourage 

more families to become part of the worshipping community. 
6. To develop youth work for school age children. 
7. To maintain and develop outreach activities including work with Bromham 

Baptist Church and the Local Ecumenical Partnership with Oakley Methodist 
Church. 

8. To make more use of our facilities for mission and outreach projects; to make 
them available for community use. 

9. Maintain sound finances across the Benefice. 
 
We are looking for a leader who: 

• will enable and guide us in realising our goals 
• can inspire and unify us in sharing Christ’s love in the communities in which 

we live and serve. 
• can communicate a vision for what is possible and work effectively with us to 

make it happen.  
 
The three parishes have their own character and the successful candidate will be:  

• able to motivate everybody to fully participate as members of the body of 
Christ 

• flexible and collaborative in their approach 
• empathetic in their dealings with all age-groups in the church community and 

beyond. 
 

In return we will offer you:  
• the whole hearted support of a prayerful and welcoming church community 
• the opportunity to work with us in developing more vibrant and inspiring 

family services whilst respecting tradition 
• delightful surroundings that embrace a wide diversity of local groups 
• the support of two experienced self-supporting priests and other retired 

clergy who can provide additional cover 
• a four bedroom vicarage and normal expenses. 
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Section 2 
LOCATION 
 
North Bedfordshire is an attractive rural area with the historic market town of 
Bedford.  Our villages, set in the beautiful valley of the river Great Ouse, lie within 
the unitary local authority of Bedford Borough Council; yet they still retain their 
individuality - Bromham, the population of which is 5,000+, Oakley, with a 
population of some 2500 and Stagsden which is home to 330 people.  The Parish Plan 
for Bromham calls for the building of another 400-450 houses in the next decade.  
The nearest towns to Bromham are Bedford (3 miles), Milton Keynes (18 miles) and 
Northampton (18 miles). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Transport 
The 3 villages are connected by country roads just to the west of Bedford.  In 
Bromham the A428, in Oakley the A6 and in Stagsden the A422 give quick access to 
the Bedford ring road and M1 or A1 trunk routes.  Local bus services operate 
through the villages although Oakley does not have a connecting service with 
Bromham and Stagsden.  Nearby market towns of Olney and Rushden can be 
reached by bus and long-distance routes serve Northampton, Milton Keynes, Oxford 
and Cambridge. 
There are regular rail services to London St Pancras (35mins), Brighton and Derby 
from Bedford – including direct services to Luton & Gatwick airports.  For Heathrow 
take the ‘Bed-Pan’ line & underground.  From Milton Keynes regular services run to 
London (Euston) & Birmingham. 
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Community 
All three villages are mainly residential with a number of farms.  There is a variety 
of private housing, social housing, retirement homes and executive housing.  A few 
small businesses are located in the villages, however, most people commute to 
nearby towns, notably Bedford and Milton Keynes, with a significant proportion 
commuting into London. 
Bromham village was originally a group of thatched cottages around a green but it 
expanded rapidly in the 1960’s with the addition of two large housing estates.  Since 
then smaller estates have been added and, with the 
building of the new bypass, there has been even more 
expansion.  Bromham Parish Council maintains an 
office in the Village Hall. 
Bromham has a large Village Hall which is used by the 
Nursery School in the mornings and most evenings for 
Groups, Clubs etc and for dances, wedding receptions, 
Antique Fairs and numerous other activities.  There are 
three halls of varying sizes to suit all occasions and 
activities, each with their own facilities.  The playing 
field is host to football and other outdoor events like 
the Annual Show. 
Bromham Baptist Church stands near the entrance to Bromham Park and the road to 
St Owen’s.  The two churches work together on projects and mission in the 
community. 
A parish magazine called ‘Parish News’ is produced by the church and published 
monthly.  There is also a weekly pew leaflet with up to date information and notices   
for the current week.  Both publications are distributed throughout the Benefice.  
Bromham Parish Council also produces a free quarterly ‘Bromham Broadsheet’ 
which is distributed to each house in the village. 
There is a Budgens Store and two ‘One-Stop’ stores, one of them housing the P.O. 
There are two pubs, two doctor’s surgeries, a large pharmacy, a library, pre-school  
groups and an All-day Nursery. 
In woodland at the west side of the village the Leslie Sell Activity Centre hosts 
Bromham Scouts and an Air Training Corps squadron.  Girl Guides meet at a similar 
site across the road in another part of the woodland.  
More information about the village of Bromham can be found at the civil parish 
website www.bromhamparish.co.uk  
 
Oakley is situated 4 miles northwest of the centre of Bedford.  Housing is mainly 
privately owned with some rented accommodation.   
Situated in the centre of a major school catchment and 
within commuting distance of London this makes it 
very attractive to young families.  Oakley has a 
thriving Pre-School Playgroup which meets in the 
Methodist Church Hall.   
Within the village are 2 churches (St Mary's C of E 
and the Methodist), a Village Hall, Social Club with a 
Playing Field, Post Office and Village Stores, Hair & Beauty Salon, Public House 
("Bedford Arms") and "Old School" - a building used for numerous activities 
including Oakley Day Care Centre which meets on 3 days per week.  In addition to 
Parish News there is a quarterly Village Magazine and an LEP magazine.   
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Oakley Parish Council looks after local affairs whilst coming under Bedford Borough 
Council.  The Parish Council have been very supportive over the years towards St 
Mary's with a number of grants for major repairs.  
More information about Oakley can be found at the civil parish website 
www.oakleyvillage.co.uk 
Stagsden is a quiet country village and is the smallest of the three parishes but the 
village has a strong sense of commitment.  The farming community is still quite 
strong with 8 working farms in the parish and a popular farm shop. 
Since the closure of the village school some 25 years ago, children are taken by bus to 
various schools in nearby villages or Bedford Town.  

The old Victorian school underwent extensive 
refurbishment at around the Millennium and is 
now an attractive Grade 1 Listed Village Hall.  
Amongst other events, it hosts “Coffee Pot” on 
Thursday mornings; the proceeds support the 
Parish Church.  Village events are publicised in 
“Village Newsletter” (bi-monthly) which is hand 
delivered to all households. 
More information about Stagsden can be found at 
the civil parish website 
www.stagsden.bedsparishes.gov.uk 

 
Sports and Leisure 
Bedford boasts an RFU Championship side and a FA side playing in the Southern 
League; there is a good athletics club and two rowing clubs.  Locally, there are junior 
football sides in Bromham and Oakley. 
Leisure activities include allotments in Bromham, Oakley and Stagsden.  There are 
also many organisations eg. WI, Gardening Club; Guiding and Scouting is available 
in Oakley and Bromham.  There are active conservation and rambling groups.  
Stagsden also offers an historical society, hand bell ringing and cricket team.  
Bedfordshire Golf Club (comprising of an 18 hole course, 9 hole par 3 course and 
driving range) is located a short distance from the residential area of Stagsden.  All 
three villages offer a range of social groups and fitness classes. 
Bromham Mill is a community asset with a popular café open 7 days a week during 
most of the year; also based at the Mill is Bromham Nature Club which brings nature 
alive for children aged 5-11yrs within the beautiful grounds. 
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Section 3 
 
 
THE BENEFICE OF BROMHAM WITH OAKLEY AND STAGSDEN 
The Benefice of Bromham with Oakley and Stagsden is part of the Sharnbrook 
Deanery in Bedfordshire and is situated to the north and west of the town of 
Bedford.  Each Parish has their own PCC; 2 Churchwardens are appointed in 
Bromham and Oakley but the post is currently vacant in Stagsden.  The Clergy team 
and  Churchwardens from each parish meet regularly to plan the allocation of 
services and to coordinate any events which have an impact on the overall Benefice. 
Ministry Team 
 

Two experienced self-supporting priests, 
Rev’d Di Harpham (retired with PTO) and 
Rev’d Paula Vennells share in taking Sunday 
services, home communions and occasional 
offices; Di also helps with mid-week services.  
Paula is employed in a full time secular post 
during the week.  Di, although retired, 
generously supports the Benefice, currently 
in an almost full-time capacity.   

 
There are a number of retired clergy in the area who provide additional help with 
services eg. holiday or emergency cover.   
At present there is one trained lay-leader of worship and lay people are involved as 
servers, chalice assistants, lesson readers and leading intercessions. The Diocese is 
keen to encourage lay participation and provides a range of training courses to 
enable and support this. 
 
Worshipping Community 
 Statistics for Mission: 

 
 

Electoral 
Roll 

Average attendance 
at Sunday worship 
Adults       Under 16 

Average attendance 
at Messy Church 
Adults        Under 16 

Bromham 131 56 7 24 26 
Oakley 55 45 1 13 11 
Stagsden 23 18 - - - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pastoral Services in 2016 
Baptisms          Weddings         Funerals 

Bromham 4 7 14 
Oakley 2 7 4 
Stagsden 3 5 4 

Paula Vennells Di Harpham 
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Pattern of services  
The current pattern of services is shown in the table below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From this it will be seen that Eucharistic services have featured heavily with All Age 
Eucharist on one Sunday in the month at each of Oakley and Bromham being the 
services aimed more specifically at families and children.  From the congregational 
survey it became apparent that all three parishes are keen to provide a worship 
setting that will be more encouraging towards families and children; we look 
forward to working with a new incumbent to bring this about. 
Music 
A robed choir and organist (who is also the choirmaster) lead musical worship 
Sunday morning services in Bromham and Oakley and at Pastoral services by 
request.  The choirs are affiliated to RSCM and combine for the Benefice Eucharist on 
the 4th Sunday of the month and for other special occasions eg Advent Carol Service.  
The Bromham organist also works with the Bromham Primary School choir (see also 
Section 5).  Bellringers (Bromham and Oakley) ring before services. 
Pastoral care 
Pastoral visiting by the priests is supplemented in each village by selected lay 
volunteers who take home communion and visit the sick in hospital or at home. The 
Deanery provides Diocesan Pastoral Care training locally, so there is scope to 
increase lay involvement and assistance.  Healing services are held throughout the 
Benefice four times a year; there are also two or three services of remembering loved 
ones deceased. 
Ecumenical links 
St Owen’s enjoys informal partnership links with Bromham Baptist Church, working 
together on mission and outreach projects, eg joint Christmas and Easter cards are 
delivered to every house in Bromham; lunch is provided for the school staff on their 
training day; Christian Aid collections; the Churches Together tent at Bromham 
Show.   The jointly run Bromham Brunch (see page 9) is an outreach effort now in its 
fifth year.   St.Owen’s holds a mid-week communion service in the Baptist church 
because of its convenient location in the centre of the village. A weekly prayer group 
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has met on Thursday mornings for over 25 years and has evolved into an ecumenical 
group. 
St Mary's celebrates the 20th anniversary of its Local Ecumenical Partnership (LEP) 
with Oakley Methodist Church in early 2018.  As well as monthly joint services 
alternating between each church, we share Lent house groups, Maundy Thursday 
supper, a Good Friday workshop for children and a service for adults.  We work 
together on “Messy Church” for pre-school children, a “Messy Church for All” after-
school club – both weekly during term-time, Oakley Carnival, Churches Together 
Newsletter, Village Christmas Tree Lighting / Carol Service.  The LEP committee 
meets every other month to coordinate activities.  
Children and young people 
Messy Church is a group for pre-school children 
and their carers. The children have lots of fun 
things to do (some are messy!) and a light lunch 
together with soup and bread for the adults 
(Bromham only). Each session finishes with a 
short celebration then tea and cake!  
Messy Church is for children from birth (or 
before) to starting school. They can enjoy songs, 
stories, games and crafts that help them start to 
know the Christian way of life.   

 
 
 
Sessions are held in term time on Monday at St. 
Owen's from 11:30 to 1:30pm and Thursdays at St. 
Mary’s from 10:00 till 11:45am.  Further details are 
available at www.bromhambenefice.org 
 
 
Christmas comes to Messy Church! (Left) 
 

Our Youth Group is an initiative of three mothers from the congregation; it aims to 
meet at St Owen’s once a month.  Currently attendance varies between four and 
eight with ages ranging from 7 to 14.  Despite being a small group they have 
organised the Harvest Supper at Bromham for the past two years, run the Nativity 
services and, for the first time in May 2017, lead a full Sunday service.  We see 
potential here for exciting developments given supportive leadership. 
Bromham C of E Primary School is a vital part of village life.  The 
link already formed by our previous Vicar leading worship at the 
School was strengthened by the introduction of termly worship 
at the Church to which the School has an open invitation.  The 
organist at St Owen’s has been key to the building up of the 
School choir; they are now strong contenders in local 
competitions.  The Head Teacher writes more about the 
importance of this relationship in Section 5. 

Harvest Festival at St Owen  
St Owen ready for Harvest – banners by children from 
Bromham C of E Primary School.   
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Community Engagement 
 
Bromham Brunch 
Bromham Brunch is a free, relaxed event held every second Sunday of the month 
between 10.30-12.00pm at Bromham Primary School.  Run by volunteers from 
Bromham Baptist Church and St Owen’s it 
offers: 
o Family – relaxed meeting with friends and 

crafts for kids 
o Fun – activities and coffee 
o Faith – topical short talk about God 
 
 

 
 
Pet Service 
For several years lay people have organised an 
annual Pet Service at St Owen in Bromham.  This 
provides an opportunity to “do something a little 
different”. 
 

 
“Proms” Concert at the Church in the Park – 
St Owen 
 
An annual fun and fundraising event featuring 
church choirs, Bromham Primary School choir, 
guest soloists and anyone who enjoys a good 
sing! 
 
 
 
St Owen’s Women’s Fellowship meets monthly and a Men’s group called ‘Fourth 
Wednesday’ meets bi-monthly.  A Fellowship Lunch is held on the last Wednesday 
of the month, and a Coffee morning on the 1st Friday of the month.  A ‘Bring and 
Share Lunch’ is held after the 10.30am service on the 2nd Sunday.   
 
St Mary’s is well known locally for Sunday afternoon Cream Teas served 
throughout the summer.  These, and the coffee mornings held with our Methodist 
friends, raise funds for various charities and are great fellowship builders, as is the 
loyal ringing team for the six bells. 
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St Leonard’s hosts “Open Door” on Tuesdays - a 
drop-in café each Tuesday afternoon in the 
gathering area of the church.  It provides an 
opportunity for people to chat and make new 
friends while enjoying homemade cakes, hot and 
cold drinks etc in return for a small donation.  It is 
open to anyone of all ages and the younger ones 
have used the south aisle as a skittle alley.  One of 
our priorities is to develop and redecorate the 
gathering area as it is believed that “hospitality of heart and home is at the centre of 
the Christian life”. 
An active hand bells group performs at Christmas and at other village events. 

 
Baptism preparation 
Preparation for baptism has usually been done by the incumbent or associate priest.  
Both Oakley and Bromham have a member of the congregation who visits a baptism 
family before the baptism day and supports them during the service.  Until now, 
baptisms have generally taken place during the Sunday morning Eucharist service, 
but this is something the PCCs wish to review in the light of feedback from the 
congregational survey referred to in Section 1. 

 
Marriage preparation 
Twice yearly sessions are held, usually November and February run by the 
incumbent with support from Rev Di Harpham; topics covered include 
relationships, life planning and the wedding day.  These have been well received by 
couples taking part, including some from smaller parishes in the Deanery who 
welcome being part of a larger group.  

 
Funerals 
All three churchyards are, technically, open although burials at Bromham and 
Oakley take place in recent extensions.  Each churchyard has a Garden of 
Remembrance for the interment of cremated remains.  There is a civic crematorium 
and cemetery in Bedford. 
 
Administration 
In November 2007 we opened a Benefice Office and Welcome 
Centre, situated in the Bromham Shopping centre (Avoca 
House); this is staffed by the Parish Administrator, Joanne Lee, 
who works 4 mornings each week (Mon – Thurs).  The office is 
also used for occasional meetings in the afternoon and evenings.  

Each church has its own PCC which meets 6 times per year.  
While it has been customary for the incumbent to chair each of 
these, if there is a preference to move to a Joint PCC/Church Council with local 
PCCs chaired by others, consultancy advice to enable this is available within the 
Deanery. 
 

Joanne Lee 
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Finances 
Each PCC maintains individual accounts that are audited separately.  Donations to 
church funds are made through open-plate giving, free will offering envelopes, and 
Direct Debit; the task of reclaiming Gift Aid where appropriate falls to each PCC 
treasurer.  However, Bromham, through the Diocese of St Albans, has joined the 
national donation management system known as the Parish Giving Scheme which 
eases the administrative burden and automatically recovers Gift Aid on a monthly 
basis; Bromham parishioners are encouraged to join the new scheme. 
Each PCC has paid its Parish Share in full for a number of years; most recent details 
below. 
 

Parish Share 2016 (paid in full) 2017 (requested) 

Bromham £39,903 £40,353 

Oakley £24,729 £24,343 

Stagsden £4,907 £5,252 
 
The Parish Administrator receives initial requests for baptisms, weddings and 
funerals and manages the relevant fees through a central account from which the 
sums due to the Diocese or parish are paid every quarter.  Vicar’s expenses are paid 
monthly from this central account.  Office expenses are paid by Bromham PCC 
account and then recharged to the other parishes in proportion Oakley 42.5% and 
Stagsden 5%. 

Friends of the Parish Church 
Each church has a Friends group devoted to helping with the upkeep of the building 
in both practical and financial terms. 
 Mission Action Plans 
Individual Mission Action Plans for each parish, which will be reviewed once the 
new incumbent is in place, may be found at  
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/mission-action-plans and enter 
Bromham, Oakley or Stagsden in the enquiry box. 

Further information: 
More detailed Statistics for Mission and Financial Information are available on the  
St Albans Diocese Parish Dashboard which can be accessed at: 
  www.stalbans.anglican.org/diocese/dashboards/  
and then by selecting the Parish name from the drop-down menu. 
Further information about the Benefice is available on-line at       
   www.bromhambenefice.org 
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Section 4 
OUR THREE CHURCHES 
Parish Church of St Owen, Bromham 
This Grade 1 Listed Church is the only one in England 
dedicated to St. Owen; it is situated in privately owned 
Bromham Park and dates from the C13 with later 
additions. There is an adjacent car park for worshippers 
and visitors to the church.  The entrance to the Park is 
found on Village Road at MK43 8LL. 
The church comprises a Nave with a North Aisle, a 
Chancel with side Chapel and a Vestry and a Tower with 
eight bells which are rung regularly every Sunday. 
The Quinquennial Review in 2012 recommended 
conservation work be carried out on Victorian glass in the 
side chapel; this work should be completed by next Spring.  The August 2017 
Review has only minor items to consider and no further major expenses are 
expected. 
The churchyard is open and has a recent large extension; a separate Garden of 
Remembrance for the interment of ashes was established in an area of the original 
churchyard in 1997. 
In January 2015 the PCC obtained planning approval for alterations to the South 
Porch and a new extension on the North side to provide toilets (including disabled) 
and baby changing facilities, kitchen and a room large enough to host meetings, 
small receptions and sit-down meals. There is a clearly demonstrated need for these 
facilities which will enable further development of our Messy Church programme 
and be the gateway to many more activities to further our mission to the community 
and improve the social side of our work.  
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Phase 1 of the project - the removal of steps at the South 
Door and re-profiling the approach to provide permanent 
disabled access - was completed in January 2017.  
At the time of writing, fund-raising for Phase 2 has made 
significant progress and the PCC has selected their preferred 
builder for the construction of the extension.  
More information about this project, the church and its 
history may be found at the website of the Friends of St 
Owen’s at www.friendsofstowens.org 
 
 
Parish Church of St Mary, Oakley 
St Mary's Church is to be found on Church Lane at MK43 7RU.  It is situated near 
the River Great Ouse and dates back to 1150.  The church has a tower containing 6 
bells, Nave, Chancel (containing the organ and 
choir stalls) and North & South Aisles.  Seating 
is on pews in the Nave, with both aisles 
available for additional flexible seating using 
chairs. The aisles are used for various activities 
such as tables laid out for Messy Church and a 
permanent children's corner. 
Facilities have been added within the building to 
provide a WC, kitchen and choir vestry; a good 
sound system is provided. 
A Rood Screen dating from before the 
Reformation, ancient font and a Royal Coat of 
Arms for George 1st are some of the many 
artefacts contained within the church.  The 
church is in a good state of repair and has just 
been inspected for the Quinquennial Report 
with only minor recommendations.  The roof is 
protected by an alarm system to deter lead theft.  
There is an old churchyard with capacity for the burial of ashes.  The new 
churchyard has burial plots available together with a car park taking 30 cars 
comfortably.  A 30 minute video of St Mary's containing views of the many parts of 
the church, the church wardens, incumbent vicar and the parishioners is available on 
http://youtu.be/fcNce3E6sCk 
 
Parish Church of St Leonard, Stagsden 
The mediaeval church of St Leonard’s is an impressive building in the centre of the 
village at MK43 8SG.  Founded in 1220 it is the largest of the churches in the 
Benefice.  It is well-maintained thanks to minor works being undertaken as and 
when required.  There is a good community spirit and a number of local volunteers 
are generous with their time and expertise on various building, mechanical, 
technical aspects, maintenance, flower arranging and cleaning duties.  The latest 
Quinquennial report identified 2 items which are due to be undertaken in near 
future, ie redecoration of vestry, repair to a stained glass window which is bowing 
slightly. 
A recent extension provides a WC and a small kitchenette. 
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At present we have no choir but there is an excellent organ.  A 
team of bell-ringers meet regularly as do the hand bell ringers 
who are keen and successful. 
A recent definition described a village as a place where ‘most 
people can know most people’ and that is very much the case in 
Stagsden.  There is strong sense of community and a surprising 
number of village activities result from this.  Underlying the sense 
of community is a foundation of goodwill towards the church 
which is expressed, in particular, by the Friends of St Leonard’s 
who fund or undertake much of the maintenance task.  The 
feeling is that the life of Stagsden is about to enjoy a renaissance. 
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Section 5 
 
SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION 
Local Schools 
In 2017 the Local Education Authority began a reorganisation from a 3 tier to a 2 tier 
system; this has impacted directly upon the schools within the Benefice. 
In Oakley there are 2 schools located on adjacent sites:  

Oakley Primary Academy - www.oakleyprimaryacademy.co.uk 
and Lincroft Academy - www.saf.org.uk/academy-profiles/lincroft-school/  

Bromham C of E (VC) School (www.bromhamprimary.co.uk) is a Primary School 
serving children from Bromham, Stagsden and Stevington.  It spreads over two sites 
joined by a playing field and additional classrooms were built in 2017.  At the age of 
11+ the children are taken by bus to Lincroft Academy in Oakley. 
Bromham and Oakley pupils have an option to move on to a sixth form College in 
Sharnbrook (www.saf.org.uk/academy-profiles/sharnbrook-upper-school/).  These 
schools are high performing and in a very desirable catchment area.  Some children 
travel to Bedford to attend one or other of the Harpur Trust independent schools 
(www.harpurtrust.org.uk/schools/) or private schools; Bedford schools have 
enjoyed a long-established reputation for excellence. 
Bromham C of E (VC) School 
St. Owen’s Church and the local Baptist Church have close connections with the staff 
and pupils of Bromham Primary School.  The Head Teacher was invited to express 
her views on future development and has written as follows: 

“I'm really pleased to be able to contribute, however small an amount, 
regarding the appointment of a new vicar. I've also included some of the 
ideas we have for continuing to nurture and develop the relationship 
between school and church. 
From the perspective of school it would be ideal to have a vicar who was 
comfortable talking to children, and able to explain complex concepts in a 
form that children can understand. I recognise that there may be few who 
entirely fit that description but the must have in the school's view is an 
enthusiasm and willingness to learn. 
We would like to see a vicar who was interested in the well-being of our 
children and staff, someone who was happy to pop in occasionally for a 
coffee and a chat just because they were passing - looking in the longer term 
we would welcome more frequent and relaxed communication between us 
- whilst also recognising that there are many demands on their time. My 
view is that the more the vicar becomes someone the children know, respect 
and like the more success there will be in attracting the next generation of 
church-goers to St Owen's. 
Looking at wider and longer term aims, the shared musical library between 
school and church could develop further by continuing to learn popular 
church hymns in school, and reciprocating by the church congregation 
learning to sing some of the songs we use during worship in school. 
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We greatly appreciate the support of St Owen's in the form of David 
Williams, your organist - he's such a talented musician and has supported 
us in developing a school choir - our children love singing and it's a great 
opportunity for them. We would be very pleased if this could be continued. 
I fully support the decision of the Vicar and the Foundation Governors to 
introduce the termly worship at the church to which our school is personally 
invited. This is not always as well-supported as we would like it to be, but 
there are parents and children who have found themselves in church who 
wouldn't normally have been there - this is something we would heartily 
wish to continue to develop. 
With the new hall we are having built at the Grange Lane site of the school 
being of a suitable size we think it would be an amazing opportunity for 
Sunday worship to take place in school on occasion - I think more of our 
families might 'dip their toes in the water' to experience a church service if it 
was held in familiar surroundings - I know there are some who are quite 
nervous about setting foot in the church. 
I hope this is of some help to you - we will be happy to meet with you at some 
point if you wanted to talk about some ideas for working closely together.” 
 
Virginia Gilks 
Head Teacher 
Bromham C of E Primary School  
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Section 6 
 
The Vicarage 
The Vicarage, which is in Bromham, is a detached house in a good position on the 
main road through the village.  It has attractive well-kept gardens at the front and 
the back.  The ground floor consists of an entrance hall, cloakroom with a shower 
and toilet, a very large lounge/dining room with a hatch to the kitchen and patio 
doors to the garden, a large well/fitted kitchen/breakfast room and a study with 
large windows overlooking the garden at the back and front.  Upstairs there are 4 
bedrooms and a bathroom and a small study/bedroom.  There is a garage with a 
storeroom at the rear end and an additional parking space for up to three visiting 
vehicles. 
 
 


