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We are a rural benefice of three churches in north 

Bedfordshire and belong to the Diocese of St Albans. 

Our churches have their own identity but we are 

committed to working together towards the shared 

aim of building flourishing churches. We are praying 

for a vicar who feels called to serve in our benefice, to 

unite us in a common vision that enables us to grow in 

faith and in number, so that we are able to work for 

God's mission in our communities.



We are seeking a vicar who will:

• Lead us in our commitment to spiritual and numerical growth and develop a ministry for 

young people in our communities

• Be a person of faith and vision

• Be able to demonstrate a gift for enabling and inspiring others to use their talents and 

gifts to serve God in the church and wider community 

• Be an effective communicator who is friendly, welcoming and inclusive

• Be pastorally gifted, willing and able to support members of our communities through life 

events whether joyful or sad

• Be creative and willing to try new ways of being church, and new ways of reaching out to 

our local communities; a person who will takes risks and will be resilient enough to keep 

trying

• Provide accessible teaching for all and inspire us to deepen and share our faith



• The support of an experienced and gifted lay 

reader with a ministry in all three churches

• Part-time availability of an experienced 

administrator

• Loyal, supportive and active PCCs

• Prayer support and encouragement

• Willing volunteers to assist with church 

maintenance and fund raising

• A purpose built, four-bedroom vicarage with 

study which has separate outside access

• Good schools at all key stages



• A strong team ethos is developing

• Welcoming congregations

• Pastoral outreach to villagers in need

• The importance of small groups

• Interaction with the community

e.g. village pubs, clubs and joint ventures

• Link with schools in the benefice

• A Friends’ group for fund-raising

in two of the churches

• Well attended festivals

• Ideal locations for baptisms, weddings and funerals

• Benefice’s church and community magazine

Friends’ event

Home group lunch



• Ancient buildings which restrict activities with 

some lacking essential facilities

• Ageing and diminishing congregations

• Relevant events which connect with community

• The threat of competing activities on a Sunday 

• The need to develop more small groups to 

encourage spiritual growth

• The need to embrace a rich variety of worship 

traditions 

• The need to embrace AV and social media

• Lack of wardens and small PCCs in some churches



• For churches to develop deeper engagement in their communities

• To foster, encourage and sustain the spiritual health of church members

• Spiritual and numerical growth across age ranges

• Build closer links with schools and families

• Make full use of up-to-date methods of communication

• Find innovative ways of working as a benefice and not three individual churches

• Be open to change

• Increase the number of wardens and PCCs in all three churches

• Increase pastoral care in the villages

• To maintain compliance with safeguarding procedures



The parishes of Milton Ernest, 

Pavenham and Thurleigh lie 

approximately 5 miles west of 

Bedford in the Ouse valley in a rural 

setting where mainly arable land has 

been farmed for generations. There 

are good road and rail links to 

London and surrounding towns. Two 

of the parishes, Milton Ernest and 

Thurleigh have primary schools as 

well as a diversity of age and skills, 

whilst the third, Pavenham, has a 

higher percentage of retired people. 

MILTON ERNEST PAVENHAM THURLEIGH

Population 769 750 735

Schools YES YES

OFSTED Ofsted Ofsted

Statistics Statistics Statistics Statistics

Membership 32 28 9

Parish Share £20,135 £18,705 £11,005

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/109613
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/109486
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/media/1328
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/media/1331
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/media/1344 




Milton Ernest is situated about 5 miles north of 

Bedford on the A6. There is a small and committed 

congregation. The village has an established church 

primary school which uses the church for some of its 

school assemblies; a church representative is a 

member of the governing body. The church has been 

working alongside the Queens Head, so that it 

remains an important part of the village community. 

There is also an important link with the local nursing 

home. Other features are the Milton Ernest Garden 

Centre, a village hall and playing fields. A village green 

is next to the school and it is also in front of the 

church. This is used for village events as well as by 

the school. 

The village envelope has been largely unchanged over 

recent decades. An area has been earmarked for a 

small development in the future. Some young families 

have moved into the community but is mainly made 

up of people who have retired, those working from 

home or people who commute to work – including 

those who use the Bedford to London line.



The oldest part of the current church building 

dates back to the 13th century. It has been 

modified and changed over the centuries and 

is well maintained, but lacks toilet facilities or a 

kitchenette.

The 2019 Quinquennial didn’t identify any 

major works, but remedial work needs to be 

done. 

Financially, the church has been struggling of 

late due to the lack of plate income and the 

after effects of Covid. Parishioners have 

increased their giving and although we are 

behind with meeting the parish share, we plan 

to catch up using Gift Aid repayments. 

£15,000 has been raised by fund raising 

events. Further events are are planned for 

2023.



Pavenham is a lovely village on the river Great 

Ouse with a large, central conservation area. 

The demographic of the village is beginning to 

change with more families moving in but the 

church congregation is still made up of retired 

people. However, special services held 

throughout the year are well attended by the 

church members and villagers alike. 

Currently, there are no church wardens but there 

is an enthusiastic PCC which is committed to 

growth. There is a strong emphasis on 

teamwork ensuring that vital tasks are carried 

out; this has led to a sense of belonging and 

commitment. A new vicar would be able to 

count on this support in the future.

Remembrance 

Sunday



At present, a daytime home group meets on a weekly 

basis for Bible study, discussion and prayer. Social 

events have evolved such as lunches and afternoon 

teas where there is an emphasis on outreach. It is 

hoped that an evening home group for working aged 

people will restart at some point in the near future.

The church building dates back to the 13th century 

and is well maintained by “The Friends of St Peter’s”; 

they hold various fundraising events throughout the 

year, such as jazz evenings and plant sales and 

which are supported by many of those who live in the 

village. There is also a committed group of flower 

arrangers and a cleaning team. 

The parish share has been met and all required 

repairs are up-to-date.



St Peter’s building dates back to the 11th

century with an imposing Norman Tower. 

The church has a disabled toilet, a 

kitchen and there is ample parking in the 

school yard. The interior of the church is 

a very adaptable space. The churchyard 

includes an attractive memorial garden 

for the interment of ashes which is 

maintained by a small community group.

There is a Friends of St Peter’s group 

which has organised fundraising events. 

Although the school is not a church 

school there are very strong links with St 

Peter’s



The vicar or the lay reader leads 

assemblies in church once a week. 

Meeting Place is a fortnightly free cafe 

welcoming older residents and parents 

with children after school. Over the last few 

years younger families have moved into 

the village. 

The “Every Voice” community choir meet 

to rehearse weekly and stage several 

concerts per year. Morning Prayer is held 

on Monday and Friday mornings and is 

currently lay led. The Parish Share has 

been paid.

Until recently St Peter's was a member of 

an LEP with the Baptist Church here. 

Although the Baptist Church has officially 

closed we continue to worship together.



Each parish has a trained Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) who keeps up-to-

date through the St Albans website dashboard thus complying with the C of E 

Safeguarding policy for safe practice. Contact details of PSOs and policies are 

displayed in the church porches and on the benefice website. PSOs report to their 

respective APCMs and also meet twice a year with the incumbent, ensuring that 

requirements are being met. 

Milton Ernest C of E Primary School

Eileen Wade Primary School

Thurleigh Primary School

Sharnbrook Primary School

Pinchmill Primary School

Lincroft Academy Oakley (11-16)

Sharnbrook Academy (11-18)

https://www.ewmeschools.org.uk/milton-ernest/
https://www.ewmeschools.org.uk/eileen-wade/
https://www.thurleighprimary.uk/
https://www.sharnbrookprimary.beds.sch.uk/
https://www.pinchmill.beds.sch.uk/
https://lincroft.academy/
https://sharnbrook.academy/
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