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Terms of Reference:  The Council has a dual role and function, acting as the Standing 

Committee of the Diocesan Synod and giving advice to the Bishop on any matter about 

which he consults the Council. 

 

 

Living God’s Love - 2020 
During the year, the Council received regular reports on the progress of Living God’s Love 

2020, particularly in respect of the Listening Exercise, noting encouraging responses from 

Deaneries and Parishes to the Exercise.  Following presentations to the Council in July and 

October, a draft proposal was unanimously agreed in October at Diocesan Synod. The 

presentation in October focused on promoting “The Next Steps” and aligning the Mission 

Action Plans work with Living God’s Love, with more emphasis being put on Deaneries and 

Rural Deans.  The Council confirmed that resources would be available to parishes to 

promote Living God’s Love. 

 

 

During the year the Council met four times, the Policy Sub-Committee met three times and 

the Agenda Group met six times.  The Council dealt with the following major subject areas: 

 

Diocesan Registrar – The Council noted the appointment of Matthew Chinery and Sarah 

Clemenson as Joint Diocesan Registrars with effect from 7 September 2015.  

 

Ministry Strategy:  Early in the year, the Council received a draft paper on the Lay Ministry 

Strategy which was presented to Diocesan Synod in March 2016 and unanimously approved. 

The Council noted the strategy was reinforced by the National Church and the topic was 

popular in Deaneries.  It was suggested that there was a need to empower the laity and 

not create too much structure and control requiring good communication and training to 

recognise the potential of lay people. 

 

Persecution in Iraq and Syria – In January, the Council noted that, following Diocesan 

Synod on 18 October 2014, the Diocesan Secretary wrote to the Prime Minister’s Office with 

details of the motion passed at Synod “….condemning the violation of people’s right to 

freedom of religious belief in Iraq and Syria….” and received a response from the Foreign 

and Commonwealth Office. 

 

National Reform and Renewal Programme – In April, the Council received a 

presentation from the Venerable Christine Hardman, member of the Archbishops’ Council, 

and Andrew Brown, Secretary to the Church Commissioners, regarding the National Reform 

and Renewal programme indicating the need for change.  The Council discussed the 

presentation under the headings of Resourcing the Future, Ministerial Leadership, 



 

 

developing senior leadership, simplification and re-envisioning the work of the National 

Church Institutions. 

 

Budget and Accounts:  The Council approved the budget and accounts for presentation 

to the Diocesan Synod. 

 

Mission Support Fund:  The Council noted that the Mission Support Fund Assessment  

Committee had agreed funding for one application at its meeting in February and gave 

further funding for three flagship projects.   

 

Conflicts of Interest Policy – In October, the Council received a Conflicts of Interest 

Policy that had been adopted by the Diocesan Board of Finance, agreeing that  it should 

apply to all Diocesan Boards and Committees. 

 

Seeround online – During the year the Council received regular updates about Seeround 

online from the Communications Officer and noted that research was being undertaken to 

see if a printed news publication could be distributed via Deaneries possibly on a quarterly 

basis. 

 

Diocesan Standing Orders – In January, the Council agree to recommend to Diocesan 

Synod that the Rules for nominations and elections of the Houses of Clergy and Laity Chair 

be amended to take effect from the next elections. 

 

New Triennial Elections for 2015-2018:  The Council noted that arrangements for the 

Diocesan Synod Triennial Elections were complete and further noted the good response 

rate. 

 

Boards and Committees:  In October, the Council received and discussed a report on the 

re-organising of Boards and Committees.  Following discussions, the Council agreed 

unanimously to approve the proposals although subsequent discussion indicated further 

work was necessary and the Council will consider the matter further in 2016. 

 

Scheme for Bishop’s Mission Orders – In January, the Council received a paper setting 

out the Memorandum of Understanding for a mission initiative operating through a Bishop’s 

Mission Order (BMO) and A Scheme for representation of the laity involved in a BMO. The 

Council approved the guidelines and recommended the Scheme to Diocesan Synod for 

approval. 

 

New Housing Areas – In April, the Council noted and agreed that Mr Tony Barker would 

continue to act as a consultant for the Diocese on the development of new housing areas 

in the Diocese. 


