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‘Making fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ’ 



 

 

Thank you for asking for more information about Christchurch, Bushmead.                                                   

We hope that you find the profile helpful and that it tells you all you would like to know.                                              

Should you need clarification about anything, or would like any additional information                                

please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

 

Our prayer is that as you read our Parish Profile, God would be speaking to you about                                        

whether he is calling you to peruse an application to be our next leader. 

 

 

March 2019 
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Introduction 

Christchurch is a modern, Anglican Church with an informal, contemporary style of worship.  We are 

situated at the heart of the Bushmead community and our aim is to bring God’s love to those around us – 

whatever their age or background.  Our vision for the church is to make Fully Devoted Followers of Christ.  

We align ourselves with the New Wine organisation, agreeing with its vision and values. 

Christchurch, a parish centre of worship, is well situated at the heart of the local community, between a 

community centre Bushmead Hub; with which we have a very good relationship, a small row of shops, and 

a large retirement home. There are also two care homes close by.  Bushmead is at the North East corner of 

Luton, on the edge of the Chiltern Hills.  

The area is made up of mainly private housing ranging from small starter homes through to large executive 

houses, with a small amount of social housing on the perimeter.  The population of Bushmead is slowly 

changing, gradually becoming more representative of the multicultural mix of the wider town. 

There is a large primary school, an ever expanding sixth form college with approximately 3000 students, 

and a college of further education within the parish.  In addition, there are two local high schools and a 

primary school just outside parish boundary.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Church Building 

Christchurch was planted in 1993, and after 10 years of meeting and worshipping at the community 

Centre, the new building was erected in 2002 and is a modern, multipurpose building with a large 

welcoming foyer. Our main worship area incorporates a full immersion baptism pool, and we have a fully 

fitted industrial kitchen, a church office, a prayer room and other meeting rooms which can be adapted for 

various uses. Both the worship area and the meeting rooms are equipped with audio/visual systems and 

there is a hearing loop installed.  
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The church building is available for hire and is regularly used by community groups, charities and other 

churches. This provides a very valuable source of income.  

 

Church House 

Church house is situated just behind the church and was built in 1991.  It is a 4/5 bed roomed detached 

home with a separate study, and 2/3 reception rooms.  The house is in good order.  There is off-street 

parking for 2/3 cars in front of the house, and easy access on foot to wide open spaces for walking. 

 

 

 

Who we are 

In recent years Christchurch has faced a number of challenges which has resulted in a significant reduction 

in our congregation and a certain amount of discouragement.  However, there is a strong core, following a 

time of repentance, healing and forgiveness we are now very keen to move forward with God. 

Christchurch has always been a place where change is normal and it is expected that existing structures 

and ministries will be reviewed to enable an effective response to the work of God, guided by the Holy 

Spirit. 

Prayer has become an increasingly more important part of who we are as a Body of Christ.  We have been 

going through a process of learning how to pray, listen and become more dependent upon Our Heavenly 

Father.  Christchurch has a ministry leadership team and intercessory group that meet once a month. The 

church also meets corporately as a body on Tuesdays half termly. Prior to recent years we had a very 

strong core of young people often creating a vibrant environment both in church services and involvement 

in activities and projects such as Holiday Club. 
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Lay involvement 

We have a history of significant lay ministry and leadership and every member is encouraged to discover 

and use their God-given gifts.  We have a number of church members who regularly speak and lead at our 

services.  There is an effective and responsive staff team consisting of a part time Administrator and a part 

time Parish Assistant. We have two Churchwardens, and a small PCC of 6 people, although we are actively 

encouraging further involvement from members of the congregation. 

Worship 

Worship plays a central part in the life of the church.  Our Sunday service is at 10.30am with Communion 

on the 1st Sunday of each month.  The service is informal and contemporary in style with music lead by a 

worship band drawing on New Wine influences. 

Our Wednesday service is a more quiet and reflective time of worship, and is regularly attended by an 

older group of people. For some, this is their main weekly service.  Communion at this service is once a 

month due to the vacancy. However, they are very keen to re-establish Communion twice a month. 

Teaching is biblically based, with some emphasis on personal response and application. Whilst we do see 

the Holy Spirit at work in our services, we would like to encourage a greater openness to God’s healing, 

renewal and transformation by allowing more space within our services. 

Special Services 

There are a small number of infant baptisms and an occasional wedding at Christchurch. The church is also 

used for funerals.  Registers for 2018 show 2 infant baptisms, 2 full immersion baptisms, no weddings, and 

5 funerals which were all conducted at the local crematorium.  

Youth and Children’s Work 

With the recent challenges faced and the demographics changing within the community, we have seen a 

decline in families with young children attending church.  In addition, the decline in our congregation has 

unfortunately resulted in, sadly the recent redundancy of our Youth worker. 

On a Sunday morning we do currently have groups available for children. 

On a Wednesday evening there is a youth group (Ngage) for school years 7-11 which is mostly attended by 

un-churched young people.  This is a time for lots of fun together with friendship and biblical teaching.  We 

currently have between 20-25 youth attending each week. The volunteers who run this group are a very 

dedicated and varied group of people. 

Home Groups 

Home groups are one of the significant strengths of Christchurch. We currently have 6 groups who meet on 

a weekly basis, to worship, pray and explore God’s word together.  This is where pastoral support and 

encouragement is found within a more relaxed and quieter space.  Members of home groups get together 

from time to time and have enjoyed shared suppers and some specific training.  We are seeking more 

training for the leaders of these groups. 
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Reaching out 

The Mustard Seed Lunch club is held twice a month and is exclusively for the over 50’s (although the age 

range is more 70’s upward).  A home cooked three course lunch is provided and served to approximately 

50 people from both within, and outside the community. This provides an opportunity for people to come 

along and have a meal while meeting with old friends and making new ones.  There is potential to 

introduce people to Jesus but it is increasingly difficult to link the church service beforehand with the lunch 

club. 

There are regular Men’s and Ladies’ breakfasts where up to 20 men and 15 ladies meet each month to 

encourage each other through speakers, prayer and testimonies. 

During the past year we have introduced an evening keep-fit class.  This has been another, and a different 

way to reach out to both church members and for community members to become more connected with 

the Church. The evening starts with prayer and we have seen a steady number attend each week. 

We do have a small pastoral care team, who seek to serve people who are in need of support, prayer and 

practical help.  

Community litter picking and car washing is built into church calendar each year. Last year saw the 

purchase of Hi-Vis vests specifically marked with ‘Christchurch’ to ensure a visible presence in our 

community. It is a good and effective way of getting Christchurch outside of church building, opening up 

the opportunity to talk with people.   

Our Thirst Cafe is open on a Tuesday morning and has been partially run by both church members and 

community members for the past year.  It is an open and friendly place to meet, serving homemade cakes 

and light breakfasts.  The number and type of people using the cafe varies. 

The Royal Wedding gave the perfect opportunity for an ‘open house’.  The community were invited to an 

early afternoon tea to watch the wedding unfold on our large screen. Traditional tea was served with 

beautiful linen table cloths and china tea services.   

Equipping 

For the past 5 years we have had a spirit-filled and fun packed church weekend away to Letton Hall in 

Norfolk.  It is another opportunity (as we self-cater) to bring people to work alongside each other in a 

relaxed, yet different environment.  This year, 2019 will be a ‘rest-year’ for Christchurch.  However, we 

would like to plan a 2020 weekend away due to previous interest and success. 

A small number of people go to the New Wine Summer conference each year.  This year brings the event 

closer to home with its relocation to Peterborough. 

Mission Partners  

Christchurch gives away 10% of our given income.  We currently support our mission family – The Bowers 

who have re-located to Thailand with YWAM.  We would consider ourselves to be a generous church, 

responding to specific needs within the parish and church family.     
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Christchurch has an average Sunday attendance of around 40 people, with approximately 6 of those being 

under 16.   

There is a service every Wednesday morning with an average attendance of approximately 11.  These 

numbers can slightly increase when Mustard Seed lunch club meets. 

               

 

Electoral Roll 

2018 roll shows a total of 81.  (35 within parish and 46 outside of parish). This year brings a complete 

revision of our electoral roll.  We would anticipate the number to be in the region of 45/50 with 60% from 

outside the Parish.   

Parish size 

The population is around 7,500. There have been no new sizeable developments built over the last few 

years within the parish, although the bulk of the parish is a development of the 1980’s.  

Finance 

Our Parish share is around £52,000 which has always been paid in full.  Income last year was £112,027.   

Our 10% giving amounted to £8,301. Last year we had a deficit of circa £9,000 (against a budget deficit of 

£17,000) which was met from reserves.  The previous year had a deficit of £14,000 and for 2019 our 

budget shows a deficit of £12,000 although this is being monitored closely. 

Who we are looking for and future Priorities 

We are looking for someone to love and nurture us; preaching the gospel with love; and who enjoys 

working collaboratively, and has the energy to inspire us to implement vision and help us grow. We have 

been going through a refining process and are willing and ready for what God has for us, both as a church 

and individually. 

Going forward we aim to gain some financial stability and invigorate some growth in our Church fellowship 

including a return to having some young families and children into our flock.  

Our desire is to have someone who is experienced in ministering in the power of the Holy Spirit, and be 

able to identify, encourage and equip others to do the same.  They should be happy with informal styles of 

worship and ministry. 

To help us develop our connections with other churches in Luton. 
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We offer you 

As a church we offer you, and your family our love, support, commitment and hard work in addition to a 

well established staff team that work well together.  We are willing to explore new opportunities and 

challenges alongside our ongoing commitment to serving others and following our Lord Jesus Christ.  
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