
COP27 Suggested Actions and Events for churches 
  
Issues to look out for 

 Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) – targets set by each country to reduce 
emissions. In Glasgow in 2021 it was agreed that these should be renewed every year, rather 
than every 5 years as was agreed in Paris. We are hoping for a new round of ambitious 
targets.  The Carbon Action Tracker is a recommended source for up to date information on 
NDCs, which unfortunately most countries have not increased as 
hoped:  https://climateactiontracker.org/climate-target-update-tracker-2022/ 

 Loss and Damage. New and fair sources of finance for countries which have already suffered 
loss and damage due to climate change, in addition to any money promised for adaptation 
and mitigation. This is slowly rising up to the top of the agenda but much more needs to be 
done. See this special series from Carbon Brief. 

 Civil society engagement. There are concerns that the space for civil society engagement in 
the conference is being closed down, and that local activists and protesters are at risk. See 
this report from Reuters. 

  
Participation in Egypt 

 There will be representatives from UK based NGOs in Egypt, but many people have chosen 
not to attend due to carbon emissions and to give the space to local voices. This year our 
lead Bishop on the Environment, Graham Usher will not be attending, and neither will Jo 
Chamberlain, National Environment Officer or Catherine Ross, Open & Sustainable Buildings 
Officer. However, the Anglican Communion will be there represented by the Anglican 
Consultative Council, led by Nicholas Pande from Kenya and with Lydia Perris, 
Communications and Programme manager for the Anglican Alliance.  Loss and Damage is 
one of their key asks. If you’d like to read the Anglican Communion’s policy document on 
this important area, please contact Rachel Johnston environment@stalbans.anglican.org 

 
Participation in the UK 
You can still get involved. Here are some suggestions: 

 Ring out for Climate Ring church bells on Saturday 5 November for 30 minutes at 5pm or 
whenever suits. Ring the bells as a warning about the changing climate, and to mark the end 
of the UK’s presidency of the COP and a handing over to Egypt and our fellow campaigners 
in Africa. A poster and some text which could be used for a press release is available on 
request. It only works if you let people know why you are ringing the bells!   
Please let us know if your church is planning to ring. 

 Global Day of Action: Saturday 12 November, Egyptian activists have called on fellow 
activists around the world to come out in support for a day of action. There is an event 
happening in London. If you want to join with other people of faith, meet at St John’s 
Church, Waterloo at 11:30am to join with others from the Make COP Count faith coalition 
makecopcount.org.  There will be prayers and refreshments, and then the group will join the 
main group of marchers in Jubilee Gardens. The march will end in Trafalgar Square at about 
3pm where there will be a rally with speeches, all finishing at around 4:30pm. If you can’t 
make it to London, please check out and join in local events. Alternatively, organise one 
yourself if there’s nothing happening near you. The aim is to have a large number of local 
events so that the action is spread as far and wide as possible. More information 
from Global Justice Now and the Climate Justice Coalition. Tearfund and Christian Aid will be 
joining the action in London. 

 Pray  Useful resources include:   
Climate Intercessors website has a special focus on prayer for COP27: General 2 — Climate 
Intercessors  



The Diocese of Leeds will be sending daily prayer emails for the 2 weeks of COP27. Sign up 
here.   
Pray and Fast for the Climate produce monthly environmental prayer points with links to 
supporting websites and news items.  The monthly issues are archived and very useful for 
reference: October 2022 Prayer Points – Pray and Fast for the Climate   
Green Christian’s monthly prayer guide will include focus prayers for each of the themed 
days at COP27 and a day of prayer is planned on Saturday 5th November:  Prayer Guide – 
Green Christian 
Excellent resources are available from Tearfund including prayer points for COP27: 
https://www.tearfund.org/stories/2022/10/what-is-cop27-and-why-does-it-matter, 
https://www.tearfund.org/stories/2022/10/how-to-pray-for-cop27 

 Letters for Creation 
Letters for Creation is a prophetic arts project that enables people of all ages to learn about climate 
justice and respond creatively with art that captures their hopes for the future. This art can be used in 
exhibitions in your local community: in school, in church, in a village hall, and if you would like your 
art to form part of a travelling exhibition, please let me know. 
Christian Aid has lots of resources to help you engage with this project and learn about climate 
justice, including materials to help facilitate art-making and get the most impact from your 
exhibitions. They even have a poster and postcard pack of art that’s already been made to help get 
you started. Visit caid.org.uk/lettersforcreation (for schools) or Letters For Creation Campaigns - 
Christian Aid to find out more.  Letters for Creation will be featuring in the Christian Aid space 
at COP27. 

  
Other things 

 Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty. There is a movement to get nation states to sign up to 
a treaty similar to the nuclear non-proliferation treaty. The EWG has backed this campaign, 
and the European Parliament recently included it in a resolution outlining its demands for 
COP27. Find out more about the idea here, and what the European Parliament said.  

 Historic England Climate Wednesday Webinars: in the run up to COP27, Historic England 
are featuring perspectives from the Global South in a series of webinars about caring for our 
cultural heritage.  

 COP Civic Space. If you are concerned about human rights and the threat to civic space at 
COP27, there is a petition here. 

 Running Out of Time (running-out-of-time.com) 
Now reaching its final stages, Running Out of Time is the longest non-stop relay ever 
planned in which young people will pass a baton containing a powerful climate message 
from Glasgow to the decision makers at COP27.  There is a live-tracker on the website and 
maps detailing the route, which passes through 18 countries and some breath-taking 
scenery, calling at climate action projects on the way.  The event calls for quality climate 
education for all to equip people of all ages and all places with the knowledge and skills 
necessary to build a future in which all can thrive.  The climax of the event is the Schools Day 
at COP27 on November 3rd.  Proceeds from the relay will support two charities, Carbon Copy 
and the Foundation for Environmental Education’s Global Forest Fund (see website for more 
details). 
 
Please get in touch if we can help in any way and to share news of your local events: 
environment@stalbans.anglican.org 
 
 

 


