
Called to 
Hope

Hope in a Post-
Pandemic World



Shaping of 
the Talks

•Explorations on Hope in 
the light of Ephesians 
1.15-23
•Comforting Hope: Isaiah 
40.1—1
•Born into Hope:1 Peter 
1.3-12
•Reorientating Hope: 
Luke 24.13-33



Introduction
Exploring Hope





•Romans 12:12
Rejoice in hope, 
be patient in 
suffering, 
persevere in 
prayer. 



2 Corinthians 3:12 Since, 
then, we have such a hope, 
we act with great boldness,



Hope is the thing with 
feathers
That perches in the Soul
And sings the tune 
without the words
And never stops  - at all 

Emily Dickinson



Hope is patience with 
the lamp lit. 

Tertullian



Ephesians 
1.15-23
What is the Hope of his 
Calling



Some 
Introductory 
Comments

•Authorship of Ephesians
• The opening of Ephesians
• 1.1-2 Brief intro
• 1.3-14 Theological 

Introduction similar to 1 
Peter 1.3-12
• 1.15-23 Similar to the 

Colossian Christ hymn a 
general thanksgiving about 
the Ephesians



Ephesians 1.15-17

15. Because of this and, having heard of your faith 
and the love you have for all the saints, 16. I do not 
stop giving thanks because of you, as I make 
memory of you in my prayers.  17. that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the father of glory, might 
give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
recognition of him, 



Ephesians 1.18-19

18. the eyes of your heart, having been 
enlightened in order that you might know what is 
the hope of his calling; what is the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance among the saints 19. and 
what is the surpassing greatness of his power 
among those of us who believe according to the 
workings of the might of his strength.  



Ephesians 1:20-23

20. Which he worked in Christ Jesus raising him 
from the dead and seating him at his right hand in 
the heavenlies 21 above all rule and authority and 
power and lordship and every name that is 
named not only in this age but in the coming one. 
22 And he put all things under his feet and made 
him head over all the church 23 which is his body, 
the fullness of the one who fills all in all.



Ephesians 1.15-17

15. Because of this and, having heard of your faith 
and the love you have for all the saints, 16. I do not 
stop giving thanks because of you, as I make 
memory of you in my prayers.  17. that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the father of glory, might 
give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
recognition of him, 



Ephesians 
1.15-19

• Because of this – refers to 3-
14 but especially to 13-14 
(this is the seal of our 
inheritance ) – this is why 
Paul gives thanks (not as the 
NRSV suggests because of 
faith)
•Making memory – more than 

just mentioning
• The content of the prayer is 

that God may give you a 
spirit/Spirit of wisdom and 
revelation
• The wisdom/revelation will 

enlighten the eyes of the 
heart



Ephesians 1.18-19

18. the eyes of your heart, having been 
enlightened in order that you might understand 
what is the hope of his calling; what is the riches 
of the glory of his inheritance among the saints 19.
and what is the surpassing greatness of his power 
among those of us who believe according to the 
workings of the might of his strength.  



Ephesians 
1.15-19

• Enlightening the eyes of 
your heart
•Understand/know
•Note that we understand 

three things 



Ephesians 
1.15-19

• The Hope of his calling
• The riches of the glory of 

his inheritance
• The surpassing greatness 

of his power



What is the 
hope of his 
calling for you?


