
Some books to read 

Francis Dewar,  

‘Called or Collared: An Alternative Approach to Vocation’  

(SPCK, 2000) 
  

Ian Aveyard & David Muir,  

‘Fit for the Purpose’  

(St John’s College Extension Studies, 2001) 
  

Jonathan Lawson & Gordon Mursell 

‘Hearing the Call: Stories of Young Vocation  

(SPCK, 2014) 
 

Magdalen Smith 

‘Steel Angels: The Personal Qualities of a Priest’ 

(SPCK, 2014) 

 

Cathy Rowling & Paula Gooder 

‘Reader Ministry Explored’ 

(SPCK, 2009) 

 

Young Vocations 
 

If you are aged 16-22(ish) and wanting to explore a 
vocation to ministry, the PILOT scheme could be for 
you.  Search for ‘St Albans Vocations PILOT’.    
 
For more information on the web, search:   
‘St Albans Vocations’ or ‘Church of England 
Vocations’. 
 
For the national picture on Young Vocations search ‘Call Waiting’ or visit 
the Young Vocations facebook page. 
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CalledCalledCalled   to to to    
Ministry?Ministry?Ministry?   

There are all kinds of ways in which we can serve Jesus in our 

everyday life.  We can serve him at home, at work, at school or 

college, in our leisure time and with our friends – as well as at 

church.  We are all called by God to be his followers and to 

serve him and his world by using the gifts he has given us. 
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Our vocation – God’s call to us – can take any number of forms.  We 

may be called to teaching or marriage or a life of deeper prayer or 
helping people in our community (or indeed more than one or even all of 
these!).  Some will feel a call to public ministry in God’s church, either 
as a Reader or as a priest. 

What me? I’m just an ordinary person. 

That’s true. But the Bible is full of stories about how God uses ordinary 
people. Think of Mary and Peter: ordinary people called by the 

extraordinary love of God. 

But I couldn’t possibly….I’m not holy enough /don’t know my 
Bible very well /haven’t got time* 

(*delete as appropriate) 

That’s a very common reaction – and the most famous leaders and 
prophets in the Bible felt the same way.  Remember Moses (Exodus 3 & 

4) and Isaiah (Isaiah 6)?  But God persisted with them and they spent 
time discerning their call. 

Shouldn’t I hear a voice or see a bright light? 

Not necessarily.  Some people have a clear and dramatic experience of 
calling, but for many it’s a conviction which grows quietly and gradually.  
And it’s often the prompting of family, friends or your Vicar which sets 
the ball rolling. 

Don’t I need ‘qualifications’? 

Those who offer themselves for ministry come in all shapes and sizes: 
young and not so young, men and women, people with academic 
degrees or with no formal qualifications at all. 

What should I do now? 

If you think that God might be calling you to public ministry, pray about 
it, ask him to make his will clear to you. Talk it over with someone who 
knows you well and who you trust. This might be a friend (not 
necessarily a Christian), your Vicar, or your spouse. 

If you are clear that you think God might be calling you, talk to your 
Vicar if you haven’t done so already. He or she will be able to put you in 
touch with a Vocations Adviser (VA).  If you are uncertain about whether 

you should offer for lay ministry as a Reader or ordained ministry, they 
will help you to think this through.  

 

Vocations Advisers are appointed by the Bishop to help candidates 

discern what God might be saying about their vocation.  When you have 
met with them, and if it seems right, the VA will put you in touch with 
the Diocesan Director of Ordinands (DDO) or the Reader Selection 
Secretary as appropriate. 

Stories of call 

You may find it helpful to read and reflect on some of these stories from 

the Bible:  

 

 
 

A prayer for discernment 

Father,  

 

I know you love me and have plans for me. 
But sometimes I am overwhelmed by the  
thought of my future.  
 

Show me how to walk forward one day at a 
time. 
 

May I take heart while I search openly, 
learn all about the choices, listen to  

others for advice, and pay attention to my    
own feelings.  
 

By doing these things, may I hear your call     
to live a life that will let me love as only I can, 
and allow me to serve others with the  
special gifts you have given me.  
 

I ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

Abraham Genesis 12, 1-4 

Moses Exodus 3, 1-12 & 4, 1-11 

Samuel 1 Samuel 3, 1-10 

Amos Amos 7, 14-15 

Isaiah Isaiah 6, 1-8 

Jeremiah Jeremiah 4, 1-8 

Zacchaeus Luke 19, 1-10 


