
‘Caring in Calais’ - we can all do something to help! 

Sometimes we hear news and follow unfolding stories, but don’t really 

know how to act – perhaps the present refugee crisis is one of those news 

stories for you?  I decided I wanted to act and, at least, do something.  

I’m not a political person, but I am compassionate and believe an 

appropriate response can be extending care and human kindness.  

 

 

Statement of support from The Revd Tony Rindl, Rural Dean of Watford: 

The experience of visiting the Calais Jungle left an indelible mark on my life as I 

witnessed not only the shear scale of human suffering but also the compassion and 

kindness of many volunteers. A number of charities were present such as Caritas and 

Medecins Sans Frontieres, who were all doing great work, but the charity which really 

stuck out was Care 4 Calais.  Their army of volunteers showed so much compassion for 

their fellow human beings. Formed as a direct response to this human tragedy, Care 4 

Calais has become a highly effective and well organised charity, which has stuck around 

even after the jungle was formally disbanded. As Carol’s article attests it continues to 

offer vital support to the many refugees who remain in the Calais and Dunkirk area.  

In July this year, I joined a group wishing to volunteer for the weekend with ‘Care 4 Calais’.  

‘Care 4 Calais’ have now been operating for over 3 years, and are experienced in receiving 

and distributing essential supplies – things like bottled water, toiletries, underwear  – to the 

600+ refugees who remain in Calais.  The refugees are no longer in the ‘Jungle’ (it was 

demolished by the authorities), but in a number of ‘illegal settlements’ near to the town 

centre and port. 

 

We worked there for just 2 days, the mornings spent sorting out 

donations and helping in the warehouse, also preparing for the 

afternoon distributions.  The two afternoons varied enormously.   The 

first was at a large settlement where, at times, it was apparent there was 

some tension between the people of different nationalities living side by 

side in harsh and uncertain conditions.  The second was a settlement of 

solely Eritrean young men, where their rapport and strength of 

friendship could be felt immediately and was extended to us – smiles, handshakes and a few 

brief shared words. 

There is so much more I could say about these 2 days, but more importantly, I would urge 

each person, regardless of self-confidence or opinions on the difficult and severe ‘refugee 

crisis situation’, for these people we can make a difference. 
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