
 Celtic Remembering Service 
For All Saints’ Tide   

 
 

 
INTENTION  
 
To remember all who have died this year, including those who have died from Covid-19. 
Some of the text is from “Promise of His Glory: services and prayers for the season from All Saints to 
Candlemas,” published by Church House. 
 
SETTING THE SCENE 
 
This memorial should take place at night, preferably sometime between October 31st and November 2nd. It 
should take place in an open outdoor space – a churchyard or garden of remembrance. 
 
A central space is created, and lights are placed on the ground. If safe, a fire pit can be used for warmth as 
well. Candles or LED lights can be held by the people attending, and bowls of incense may be burnt and 
placed in the middle of the space. 
 
Materials for extinguishing fire should be on hand in case of accident, and children need to be supervised 
by responsible adults. 
 
A “remembering tree” can be chosen from the trees around the space, or else branches can be placed in a 
bucket of sand to create a tree. Alternatively, a decorative tree can be purchased from craft stores (eg, 
https://www.hobbycraft.co.uk/decorative-white-twig-tree-76cm/578797-
1000?glCountry=GB&gclid=CjwKCAjwh7H7BRBBEiwAPXjadlzhdThsS_sx_GIl_6Fg4kkHjZ3OSjQrqO_tLXe934
FTYRLEHXqS-xoCVIUQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds ) 
 
You will also need: 
 Sprigs of rosemary 
 Rose water in a bowl 
 Cardboard tags, pens, and coloured string 

Bells (people can be encouraged to bring their own from home, and you may want some extra to 
hand out) 

 Small cakes or biscuits, individually wrapped. 
 
Please make sure to observe safety regulations in handing out the materials to the congregation. 
 
The congregation gathers around the central space. 
 
 
THE INTRODUCTION 
 
Leader: We meet this night to remember our loved ones, to pray together, and to renew our trust in God. 
 
In the city of God, night shall be no more. 
The people of God need no light of lamp or sun. 
For the Lord God will be their light and he will reign forever and ever.  
 
SONG  The Lord my Shepherd  (sang one person or by choir) 
 
 
 

https://www.hobbycraft.co.uk/decorative-white-twig-tree-76cm/578797-1000?glCountry=GB&gclid=CjwKCAjwh7H7BRBBEiwAPXjadlzhdThsS_sx_GIl_6Fg4kkHjZ3OSjQrqO_tLXe934FTYRLEHXqS-xoCVIUQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
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OUR ACCLAMATION 
 
Leader: Blessed are you, Lord our God, lover of souls 
you uphold us in life and sustain us in death: 
to you be glory and praise for ever! 
For the darkness of this age is passing away 
as Christ the bright and morning star 
brings to his saints the light of life. 
Remember in your kingdom our loved ones  
that death may be for them the gate to life 
and to unending life with you; 
where with your saints you live and reign 
one in the perfect union of love 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
One or more of the following texts may be read: 
 
Sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Isaiah 51 : 1-3, 9-16 
What shall separate us from the love of God? Romans 8 : 31b-end 
God will wipe away every tear. Revelation 21 : 1-7 
Where can I go from your presence? Psalm 139: 7 – 12 
I have called you by name, you are mine.  Isaiah 43: 1 – 3a 
 
 
SONG  verses from Abide with Me (sang by one person or by choir) 
 
OUR PRAYERS 
 
Leader: Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
Lord with your love 
All: Hear us. 
 
Leader: Let us pray also for those who mourn 
Loving God, comfort them in their sorrow. 
Fill the emptiness in their hearts 
with the presence of your love. 
Fill our hearts with the hope for heaven 
May we all have strength to meet the days ahead in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those we 
love. 
Lord with your love 
All: Hear us. 
 
Leader: Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit may 
lead us in goodness and truth all our days. 
Lord with your love 
All: Hear us. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 
SONG  
You Lord are in this place (Keith Duke) played or sung  
(sung by one person or by choir) 
 

https://www.paroles-musique.com/eng/Keith_Duke-You_Lord_Are_In_This_Place-lyrics,p029631176
https://www.paroles-musique.com/eng/Keith_Duke-You_Lord_Are_In_This_Place-lyrics,p029631176


THE REMEMBERING  
 
Those gathered are given a small oblong piece of white card with an orange, yellow, or red thread (wool 
could be used, or string) attached to the bottom of the card. 
 
People are invited to write the names of those they are remembering on the card and tie the label onto 
the remembering tree. This can be done during the song above, or additional music can be played during 
this time. Some suggestions: 
 He Shall Feed His Flock, Handel (Messiah) 
 Lay Me Down, Sam Smith 
 Let It Be, the Beatles 
 Ashokan Farewell, Jay Ungar and Molly Mason 
  
When all labels are placed on the tree, these words are said: 
 
Leader: Loving God, 
as we remember our loved ones tonight in this place,   
whom we have already placed in your hands. 
Continue to enfold them  in the arms of your love, 
in the glorious company of the saints in light. 
 
The Sprinkling of the Remembering tree   
 
The leader explains that rose water and rosemary are traditional symbols of remembrance. The tree is 
sprinkled with rosemary dipped in rose water. In a small gathering, everyone can sprinkle the tree – in a 
larger one, a few participants may be chosen in advance to assist the leader in sprinkling the tree on 
behalf of all the bereaved. 
 
The Ringing of the Bells 
 
If possible, the church’s bells are now rung, as a sign of thanksgiving, celebration, and protection. The 
congregation rings any bells they have brought with them. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
In the tender love of our God: 
The dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death. 
 
Go forth into the world in peace. 
Be of good courage. 
Hold fast that which is good. 
Render to no one evil for evil. 
Strengthen the fainthearted. 
Support the weak. 
Help the afflicted. 
Show love to everyone. 
Love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; 
and the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
 
All: Amen. 



 
 
THE GIVING OF THE FRIENDSHIP CAKES 
 
These are small cakes or biscuits wrapped individually – they can be handed out in plastic catering bags 
tied with red or orange string. They are a sign of friendship with those on earth and in heaven. 
Traditionally, people in Celtic countries went from house to house on All Hallow’s Eve, singing and 
“begging” for soul cakes to remember the dead – it is thought that this is the origin of trick or treating. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soul_cake) 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soul_cake

