
 

FUNDING LATEST – CHANGES TO HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND GRANTS FOR 

CHURCHES  

The Heritage Lottery Fund currently has six grants schemes that may be of interest to places 

of worship.  

Three schemes have made substantial contributions to church repairs: 

 Grants for Places of Worship (Funding between £10,000 and £250,000) 

 Our Heritage (Funding between £10,000 and £100,000) 

 Heritage Grants (Funding of £100,000 or more) 

It has recently been announced that the Grants for Places of Worship scheme (GPOW) is 

to end. The final deadline for new applications is 14 August 2017. 

The Grants for Places of Worship scheme has been dedicated to listed places of worship and 

limited to buildings where significant structural repairs are critically needed. The Heritage 

Lottery Fund has suggested that those churches which might have applied for GPOW grants 

should consider the Our Heritage or Heritage Grants schemes instead. It believes that these 

two grants will help churches take a wider approach to repairing their buildings and making 

them more sustainable. The Heritage Lottery Fund says that it will make the same overall 

contribution to places of worship as now for at least the next year. 

Listed churches which need urgent structural repairs should decide without delay whether 

they want and are able to make a GPOW grant application by 14 August. It is important to 

read the guidance on the Heritage Lottery Fund website and to have a clear idea of what 

your project will involve. You should then submit a project enquiry form to the Heritage 

Lottery Fund to get feedback on your proposed application and start the ball rolling. 

Given the final deadline in August there is expected to be an increased demand for GPOW 

funding. The Church of England has suggested that those churches which are seeking 

contributions from £10,000 to £100,000 should consider applying for Our Heritage grants. 

This will leave more of the GPOW funds for applications for contributions between £100,000 

and £250,000. 

See the Heritage Lottery Fund website for more information on its Grants Programmes. 

See our Fundraising and Grants webpages for information on national and local grants and 

other sources of funding. Please get in touch if you have any questions.  

David Bevan, Historic Church Buildings Support Officer HCBSupport@stalbans.anglican.org  

https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/finance/fundraising-and-grants/
mailto:HCBSupport@stalbans.anglican.org

