
HOW DO OUR  
WORLDS COMPARE?

 DINO’S HOME IN BASAO  MY HOME

Home A wooden building with a corrugated tin roof,  
one room downstairs, one room upstairs

Family Mum, Dad, me and my five  brothers and sisters

Where you play In the dirt between the houses where I play 
with my friends. I share the space with dogs, 
pigs and chickens. Sometimes puppies and 
piglets play together too.

Distance to the  
nearest road

1 hour’s walk down 1500 steps, across  
a river and through rice fields

Bathroom None – but there is a cold spring that 
everyone in the village uses as a shower

Toilets None – we just find somewhere to go outside

Cooking facilities A two ring gas burner

Furniture A couple of plastic chairs,  
a mat to lie on at night

What you eat Rice for breakfast, dinner and tea. Sometimes 
with vegetables and boiled meat or fish

Toys, games, computers Nothing like that but I play with my  
friends and everything around me

Getting to primary school Walk 10 minutes across rice fields

Getting to secondary school Walk one hour then bus

Hope for the future Become an engineer
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1.
Dino Sagur and his friends live in  
Basao village, high in the mountains  
of the Philippines. How do you think 
your home compares with his?
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•      Would you like to swap homes with Dino?  

•      Do you think he and the other children in Basao are happy?

•      What aspect of his life would you most like to experience?    

•      What aspect of his life would you least like to experience?
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The starting point of helping a community to 
see how they could use things differently is like 
counting your blessings! The process is called 
asset mapping, and it helps them to identify 
and list all the things around them. It is often 
surprising how much there is! An asset in the 

mountains near Dino’s village was previously unused rocky 
ground, which is now being used to grow beans!

Make a list of the blessings you have received. Try hard to 
think of things that you don’t normally notice.

What assets do you have that you could use to raise money 
for this Harvest Appeal? Assets can be strength, abilities 
and skills as well as physical things.

2.

3.

Helen (pictured) and her friends accepted a loan from the 
church to help them grow their beans. After they sold their 
beans they were able to repay the loan and contribute a little 
extra so that neighbouring communities can use the money to 
develop their idea. Because they have made some of their money 
available to others, they have gone from receivers to givers.

How do you think it feels for the people of Tinglayan to  
become givers?

When have you been generous and how did it make you feel? 
Don’t forget that you can be generous with your time as well  
as your possessions.

This most generous God who gives seed to the farmer that becomes 
bread for your meals is more than extravagant with you. He gives 
you something you can then give away, which grows into full-
formed lives, robust in God, wealthy in every way, so that you can  
be generous in every way, producing with us great praise to God. 

[2 Corinthians 9:10-11 from The Message]

What do you think of the idea that God gives us something that 
we can give away?

In what ways are you wealthy?

Praise (thank) God that you are able to be generous in every way!

4.

Say a prayer for the people  
of the Philippines 
– you can use this one or write your own action prayer

ACTION PRAYER

Arms raised 
high, palms up

God of the harvest

Move your 
arms round  
and down in  
a big circle

Thank you for the 
wonder, beauty and 
variety of your creation.

Bring hands 
up in front of 
you, cupped 
together 

You give us so many 
blessings:

Spread your 
right arm 
out in a wide 
gesture to 
your side

A beautiful world and all 
the wonderful things we 
have to eat and drink;

Spread your 
left arm out in  
a wide gesture 
to your side

All the people who love 
and care for us.

Hands palms 
together in 
front of you

Hear our prayer for 
people of the Philippines.

Move hands 
to point down 
and open your 
palms

Pour out your blessings 
on the communities there 
whose lives are often 
hard and who compared 
to us have so little.

Bring hands 
up and cupped 
together 

So that they too can 
share in your  
abundant harvest

Arms raised 
high, palms up

And join in our prayer of 
thanks and praise.

Hands palms 
together in 
front of you

Amen.


