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Welcome
Welcome to our Parish Profile, which tells you something about us, our 
church, what our hopes and dreams are, and something about the town 
and life in Chipping Barnet. 

We are at a moment where, together we can seize the opportunity to 
grow our faith and share God’s love as we actively reach out and support 
each other and the diverse communities we serve. Our vision is to 
continue to be a welcoming church, serving local needs, demonstrating 
both individually and collectively a Christian witness that is relevant to the 
21st century.  

We know God has chosen someone to be our Vicar and hope that as you 
read this profile you will discern if this is the right place for you. 
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We are looking for a Team Vicar with: 

LEADERSHIP QUALITIES THAT ARE ESSENTIAL
  A person of integrity who leads with conviction and confidence while being 

collaborative, respectful and sensitive to the congregation. 
  Someone who can inspire change where appropriate.
  Someone with experience of ministry to children and young people and the 

enthusiasm to take on the challenge of growing this essential work.
  Appreciates our choral and musical tradition and will facilitate its growth and 

development to lead worship in the 21st century.
  Values this Team Ministry.
  Nurtures relationships with neighbouring Churches and enable us to further 

Christian life in Barnet.
  Values our town-centre location and actively engages with the local community.

SENSITIVITY AND PASTORAL CARE QUALITIES WE VALUE
  Listening to and valuing worshippers of all ages and appreciating the 

importance of pastoral care and visiting.
  Has the wisdom and perception to recognise our needs. 
  A vicar who can facilitate our growth to a deeper faith and commitment to God. 
  Who can instigate and integrate traditional and more contemporary styles of 

worship through which we can praise God.

COMMUNICATION SKILLS
  The ability to convey and share ideas and feelings effectively with a diverse 

congregation and community like ours.
  Someone who will invest in understanding our views, hopes and dreams and 

energise us to work with your views, ideas and hopes in fulfilling our Christian 
life and the lives of our neighbours in the community.

  To draw the congregation together through understanding, love and fellowship. 
  Encourages and uses technology and social media as a tool for mission. 

MANAGEMENT SKILLS 
  Is a team player and facilitator:

 – with management experience and delegation skills to develop and enable the 
talent and skills in others, to encourage lay ministry – a servant leader;

 – who believes in planning and working towards objectives;
 – who is competent with technology for communication and management of 

church activities.

Who we are looking for 
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Foreword from 
Bishop Michael of Hertford

It’s a huge pleasure to offer an introduction to this profile of St John the Baptist, 
Chipping Barnet.

When I think about St John’s, what’s uppermost in my mind is that the church 
is a place of such opportunity. First and foremost, this rests with its people – a 
community of depth and diversity, faithfulness and commitment. Then there are the 
many assets that St John’s has – such as its tradition of fine music and its network 
of connections to the local area. Finally, and to a first visitor most obviously, there 
is the amazing position that St John’s occupies – slap bang on Chipping Barnet 
High Street, regularly passed by everyone who lives and works around it, opposite 
Barnet and Southgate College – St John’s says Christian Presence with a capital P!

No church comes without its challenges. At this particular time, St John’s are 
perhaps greater than most. The church has recently come through a difficult 
period of conflict and concern. There is much healing that needs to take place. 
I’ve therefore been enormously impressed during the period of planning for the 
appointment of a new priest at the ways in which the people of the church have 
pulled together, committed not to looking towards the past but to what God might 
have in store for the future. 

Opportunity, challenge and healing – these are the words I’d use to characterise  
St John’s. I hope that as you read this profile, you’ll consider whether your gifts and 
abilities might match what this church needs. For the person who does come to be 
priest at St John’s, there’s a queue of us looking forward to offer help and support. 
First and foremost there is the church’s congregation, wardens and council as 
well as the many people in the local community who long to see St John’s thrive. 
St John’s is part of the Chipping Barnet team in whom the new priest will find 
a fabulous group of colleagues. Finally, myself, the Archdeacon of Hertford, the 
Barnet deanery and our diocesan mission and ministry team are all on hand to get 
behind the person that God is calling to this post. 

So please do read on. And if you think the role of Team Vicar at St John’s may be 
what God has in mind for you next, we’d love to see your application.

Many thanks,
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We are a Eucharistically centred, civic, town-centre 
church in High Barnet with a long standing choral and 
liturgical tradition. Vestments are worn and the Sacrament 
is reserved. Sunday worship is a BCP Communion, a sung 
(Common Worship) Eucharist, a family service which once 
a month joins with the principal Eucharist and a Choral 
Evensong. Details of our worship services are in Appendix 1.

We have an annual calendar of community services ranging from 
the principal local Remembrance Sunday Service, a selection of 
local school Carol Services, Barnet and Southgate College graduation 
and fashion show, to the Queen Elizabeth’s School and the Queen Elizabeth’s Girls’ 
School Annual Services.  

The 2019 Electoral Roll had 116 members of which the larger proportion were in the 
older age group. There were 17 children under the age of 16. Average attendance 
at the 9:30am Sung Eucharist was 64 and 13 at the Family service. Choral 
Evensong attendance averaged 38. The current Electoral Roll has 113 members and 
attendance figures are much lower due to the pandemic.
 
The congregation is firmly committed to a broad, traditional Church of England 
worship and perspective. Our family service congregation however is more relaxed 
and enjoys a more informal style of worship. 

High Barnet is an old market town in North London, traditionally known as Chipping 
Barnet. It is in the London Borough of Barnet, 2.5 miles south of Junction 23 on 
the M25 and 13 miles north of central London - a 30 minute underground tube ride 
away. Although in London, we are at the southernmost tip of St Albans Diocese and 
our cathedral city is a 20-minute drive away. Our parish is socially, economically 
and ethnically diverse. Further details are in the Appendix 2. 

St John the Baptist Church along with St Mark’s Barnet Vale, St Stephen’s Bells 
Hill and St Peter’s Arkley form the Chipping Barnet Team Ministry – four churches 
within a 3-mile radius with different traditions but a common desire for fellowship, 
growth and mission. Our Team Ministry works because of the freedom and mutual 
support each church has within the team. 

Historically, following the creation of our Team, the Team Rector has been 
responsible for St John the Baptist church, with Team Vicars serving the other 
churches, but for the first time, a Team Vicar will serve at St John the Baptist Church, 
to allow them to have a greater focus on church life, worship and mission and to 
nurture the congregation as they work through some past pastoral difficulties.  

Who we are

6



ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH   PARISH PROFILE

St John the Baptist Church
St John the Baptist is a beautiful, well-maintained Grade 
II* church, prominently located at the top of Barnet Hill.

There has been a church on this site from around 1250. 
It was rebuilt in 1420 and considerably extended in 
1875 by the distinguished Victorian architect William 
Butterfield. Notable features include its imposing 
tower, fine examples of Victorian wood carving and 
stained-glass. The last major reordering of the church, 
completed in 1988, created a welcoming new entrance at 
the west end with ‘modern’ glazed doors.

We are located in the midst of a busy High Street and open every 
weekday from 9:30am to 5:00pm with many people dropping in for a 
moment of prayer or reflection. It has always been recognised that this 
town-centre church has a community and civic role to fulfil and with 
it, missional opportunity for growth. Our vergers are on hand to offer 
support, prayer and direct people to the right resources for further help 
and guidance. On Saturdays volunteers open the church for visitors and 
we hold monthly music recitals. 

The church is regularly used for History Society meetings, art exhibitions, 
flower festivals and by local college students for course projects. Civic functions 
like hustings and debates take place here.  
  
Our website: www.barnetparishchurch.org.uk
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The church team consists of three Vergers, a Parish Administrator (part time), a 
Treasurer, two Churchwardens, a Lay Leader of Worship (LLW), the Organist and 
Choirmaster and the Vicar. Working alongside are:

  a team of laity that includes a Reader and a trainee LLW;
  the choir team and an assistant organist; 
  a team of lay volunteers who complement worship as Lay Deacons, Acolytes, 

Crucifers, Stewards, Scriptures readers and Intercessory prayer leaders;
  the Altar Guild; 
  a hospitality team who serve refreshments after the services.

THE VERGERS 
There are three vergers all working part-time and job-sharing. Their role is 
mainly hospitality, welcoming visitors who come currently for private prayer, 
but under normal circumstances, for all sorts of reasons. 

They run various groups, a Friendship Group on Monday mornings (Juliet), a 
Toddler group on Tuesday mornings (Adele), Silent Prayer on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays (Adele) and Afternoon Teas on Fridays. The Wednesday Verger 
(Maureen) supports the midweek Eucharist. Outside of these activities, they 
offer prayer or a listening ear; and in conjunction with wardens and other staff, 
keep the church building clean, tidy and running smoothly.

LAY LEADER OF WORSHIP
Laurie, who has fulfilled a number of administrative and liturgical roles in the 
church, was commissioned as a LLW in 2017. Besides leading Bible study and 
Lent groups he regularly leads evensong and the 11.15am family service and 
continues actively in the Cursillo movement both at Diocesan and national level. 

CHURCH WARDENS 
As in other churches there are two churchwardens, Jacob and Sue, who are 
actively involved on Sundays and throughout the week. Jacob is also a member 
of the Diocesan Synod and the Bishop’s council.

The Church Team
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PARISH ADMINISTRATOR AND THE PARISH OFFICE
A well-equipped Parish Office located in Church House* is run by the 
Parish Administrator Tony Long who comes from a commercial background. 
The office handles all communication, queries from the public and congregation, 
printing of news sheets, parish magazines, orders of service and programmes 
etc. for St John the Baptist Church and the team. It ensures the smooth and 
effective running of the functions of the church and back office processes. 

The Parish Office has grown to be an important touch point for the clergy, lay 
staff and parishioners. Tony is also Deanery Secretary. 

*Church House is next to the church on Wood Street. It is a separate charity and 
not owned by the church, however, the two have a long history and continuing 
close relationship. DCC meetings and some regular church events are held there.  
The clergy of St John the Baptist Church and its churchwardens are ex-officio 
trustees of Church House.

Church House website: http://churchhousebarnet.co.uk/
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Our mission is to share God’s love as we actively reach out and support 
each other and the diverse communities we serve. 

Our vision is to continue to be a welcoming church serving 
local needs, demonstrating both individually and collectively 
a Christian witness that is relevant to the 21st century. 
 
Our hopes and dreams are to:

  be a spiritual powerhouse and the beating heart of 
Christian life in Barnet;

  attract new congregations through varied and 
accessible worship; 

  offer more to families, young people and the new 
populations of Barnet; 

  treasure our traditions and engage in new ways of 
using our Church for the congregation and the wider 
community;

  be bold and confident in our witness and demonstrate how our 
faith and God’s love enables us to be practical Christians;

  to develop our spirituality and faith through worship, study and prayer, so 
we can heal our church through the unifying strength of our Christian belief.

Our hopes and dreams

  We are a congregation with a wide pool of talents and gifts. 
  We are reliable and capable of delivering what we have undertaken. 
  We like forward planning and working collaboratively towards 

objectives and targets.
  We are a complex congregation who at times struggle to 

love one another.
  We are aware that our congregation is growing older 

and numerical growth has been minimal, but we 
are optimistic this will change with the new Vicar.

What’s it like to work with us?
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  An enthusiastic welcome and a willingness to support and work with you and 
move our church forward and outward in mission. 

  A desire to grow the church and a willingness to change.
  Recognition of the importance of work-life balance and clergy wellbeing. 
  Support you to refresh your own physical, psychological and spiritual well-being 

and professional development.
  A beautiful and spiritually uplifting church. 
  A centrally located Rectory close to church and the expenses of office paid in full.
  Support and fellowship of the team clergy.
  Excellent support from committed churchwardens, vergers and the staff team. 
  Excellent administrative support from the Parish Administrator and a               

well-equipped office.
  A comparatively financially secure parish.
  A history of successful community events. 

What we can offer our new Team Vicar
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MUSICAL TRADITION AND THE CHOIR
Our musical tradition is a rich one stretching back to the days when Sir Sydney 
Nicholson (founder of the Royal School of Church Music) was organist 
and beyond. Worship at morning services and choral evensong is 
led by our traditional male choir of boys’ and men’s voices. The 
choir has an extensive repertoire including the Fauré Requiem 
and Stainer’s Crucifixion. The Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols on Christmas Eve always draws a large congregation. 
Each summer vacation the choir takes up a week long 
Cathedral residency.
 
A network of children, families and young worshippers from 
St John the Baptist Church and the Parish Team supports 
and maintains this church activity. A past music review 
recommended that the possibility of setting up a girls’ choir 
should be explored. This remains to be the carried forward.
 
We have a magnificent Hill organ which is used for services and 
concerts throughout the year. An instrument of this quality comes at 
some cost and is due a major refurbishment and upgrade in the very near 
future. Our organist Terence trains and mentors organ scholars, the two most 
recent of whom secured scholarships to the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham Cathedral, Worcester Cathedral and Queens’ College, University     
of Cambridge.

What we do - our church activities 
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OTHER MUSIC AT ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH
The church has excellent acoustics and seating for a large 
audience. Local choirs, orchestras, concert bands, brass 
bands, ensembles and international artists hold concerts here 
and it is also used as a rehearsal venue. In recent years St John 
the Baptist Church’s choir has given concert performances of such 
works as Bach’s St John Passion, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Handel’s 
Messiah, Brahms’ Requiem and Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle. 

The choir also holds more informal concerts which give younger members, some 
as young as 6, the opportunity to perform solo instrumental works.   

From Spring to early Autumn chamber music recitals by talented performers are 
held on Saturday mornings. These performances are well attended and attract 
people from beyond the church family, many of whom become regulars for the 
season.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
In recent years the church has not attracted many young families to sustain 
growth in this area of ministry. In the past we ran a Messy Church, Easter Clubs 
and Sunday School. We look forward to growing and developing this area again.

At present we offer the following:
  a toddler group on Tuesday mornings;
  the 11.15am family service which supports young children;
  children and teenagers are encouraged to help as servers and acolytes;
  the annual crib service which is well attended by local families;
  the choir for boys aged 6 to 18. They attend weekday rehearsals and Sunday 

services at which they sing, act as acolytes and read lessons.

PASTORAL VISITING TEAM
There is a Pastoral Visiting team who help the Vicar 

maintain links with those no longer able to attend 
church. During the first lockdown they set up a 

Buddy scheme to ensure all housebound and 
self-isolating parishioners received support by 
telephone which is ongoing.

THE CURSILLO GROUP 
St John the Baptist Church has an active 
Cursillo group, meeting regularly for reflection, 

study and prayer. One of our members, Geoff 
Nicholson currently the Diocesan Cursillo Lay 

Director, is our trainee LLW.

Weblink: https://www.barnetparishchurch.org.uk/cursillo

13

https://www.barnetparishchurch.org.uk/cursillo


ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH   PARISH PROFILE

LENT AND ALPHA GROUPS 
During Lent we share a five-week Lent Course with other churches in the 
Team, with groups meeting at different times and different locations. 
The York Course has been used in the last few years. We have also 
sought to share our faith using both Emmaus and Alpha courses 
latterly held in a nearby pub.

PILGRIMAGES 
Members of the congregation take part in a number of 
pilgrimages including a Team pilgrimage to Walsingham most 
years, and the 12-mile Easter Monday Pilgrimage walking across 
South Hertfordshire to St Albans Abbey. There have also been 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land and Cyprus. 

FLOWER ARRANGERS
We have a group of enthusiastic flower arrangers who enhance the worship in 
our church throughout the year. Many are members of CEFAA. Notably a team 
from our church under the CEFAA banner take responsibility for 
floral arrangements at St Pauls Cathedral at major festivals.

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
A number of activities such as the annual summer 
BBQ, church and tower-top tours, Saturday 
morning recitals, coffee mornings and the Barnet 
Christmas fayre and are fund raising events that 
are well supported by the Barnet community.  

The BBQ on the churchyard is well attended and 
always a buzz of activity with lots of colour, stalls, 
raffles, music and fun – an opportunity to mingle 
with the community. Children’s activities include a 
bouncy castle, Teddy zip wire and a Punch & Judy 
show. We are fortunate that over the years strong 
links with a number of supportive and generous local 
businesses, including Banks have been established.

BARNET GUILD OF BELLRINGERS
There have been bells at St John the Baptist since at least 1423. We 
know this because the records show that the congregation was 
excommunicated that year for failing to ring the bells when the 
Archbishop passed through Barnet! From 1875 there has been a 
peal of eight bells which were recast in 1892. We have an active and 
enthusiastic team of bell ringers. 
 

14



ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH   PARISH PROFILE

THE SEWING GROUP 
A fellowship of 6 to 10 members who meet to knit, stitch, repair and sew 
over conversation and cups of tea or coffee in the church. They have made 
some excellent vestments, repaired older garments and knitted various 
items to raise funds for good causes. Their knitted poppies 
continue to be used as decoration on Remembrance Sunday. 

SONGSTERS
The Songsters are group of adults who meet monthly 
in church to exercise their love of singing. No talent 
required, just enthusiasm! This group performs at 
church fundraising events. 

CHARITABLE MINISTRY AND GIVING 
Charitable giving and action are an important part of 
our mission at St John the Baptist Church. We support 
a number of charities, including regularly hosting the 
Night Shelter for the Homeless, collecting for the Food 
Bank and raising funds to support the ministry of the 
church in Madagascar where a former Team Rector, Canon 
Hall Speers works in his role as the Bishop of Mahajanga. 

SAFEGUARDING
We have both a Team Safeguarding Officer and a Church Safeguarding Officer. 
All church officers and those who work in any way with children and vulnerable 
adults, are required to keep up to date with all the relevant training.
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CHARITIES AND INSTITUTIONS
The Parish of Chipping Barnet, and particularly St John the Baptist Church, has 
long associations with a number of charities and institutions.  

Queen Elizabeth’s School (founded in 1573), has always had strong connections 
to the church, as has Queen Elizabeth’s Girls’ School (founded in 1888). 
There are also several large Alms House Charities, whose founders 
are buried in St John the Baptist Church – The Eleanor Palmer Trust 
(1558) provides 78 sheltered housing properties and a 33-bed care 
home; while Jesus Hospital (1679) provides 63 dwellings for ladies 
aged 50 plus. This is the sister organisation of the Ravenscroft 
Charity (Chancel Estate), that provides for the maintenance of 
the founder’s tomb in St John the Baptist and the church itself. 
The Hyde Foundation (1888) provides grants to encourage and 
support education, the arts and music, or to assist those entering 
a profession or trade to buy tools and books. The Valentine Poole 
Charity (1624) helps those in financial need.   

Clergy are involved in different ways in these charities – those who come 
for worship at St John the Baptist Church (notably the schools) will be 
particularly relevant for the new Team Vicar; who might also consider exploring 
Trusteeship in some of the others, alongside Team colleagues, who are involved 
in some that have less direct connections to St John the Baptist Church today.

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
Churches Together for Chipping Barnet (CTfCB) is a supportive group of 
churches that crosses both ecumenical boundaries, but also the CofE diocesan 
boundary that divides High Barnet in two (between our Parish in the Diocese of 
St Albans, and Christ Church, Barnet and St Mary’s, Monken Hadley, both in the 
Diocese of London). 

The clergy meet for a monthly fraternity to share in prayer and fellowship, and 
the churches have a council that organises a number of events across the 
town including the Good Friday walk of witness along the high street. CTfCB 
organises a weekly Chaplaincy at Barnet and Southgate College, providing a 
chance for staff and students to meet for a brief time of prayer and fellowship. 
CTfCB also appoints from its members the Trustees of Barnet Community 
Action, a charity that manages a church led community centre, Hope Corner 
on the edge of the Dollis Valley Estate, offering a variety of community activities 
- a great partner in mission.

Community Commitments
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Finances of the church have been stable through the years and we nearly always 
have a small balance of funds to carry over to the following year, thanks to a 
generous congregation, a well-supported stewardship scheme, generous grants, 
legacies and prudent investments. 

ACCOUNTS FOR PERIOD JANUARY TO 31 DECEMBER 2019

2019    TOTALS
Fixed Assets  
Property (Milton Ave)   86,750.00 
CBF Fund investments   7,817.00  £    94,567.00 
   
2019 Current Net Assets (short term deposits, 
cash in bank less liabilities due in 2019) 66,513.00
 
   161,080.00 
  
 INCOME  

Regular planned giving    45,018.00 
Gift Aid claimed   13,679.00 
Service Collections   11,888.00 
Other voluntary donations including wall safe 
& Madagascar   8,110.00 

Other incoming resources  
Hadley Trust Grant   12,000.00 
Grant from Chancel Estate 25,365.00 
Tower opening   95.00 
Winter shelter grant   1,010.00 
Telecoms Antenna space rental income 11,550.00 
Rental income (Cedar Lawn Ave) 16,303.00 
Legacies (earmarked for projects) 6,000.00 
  
Dividends and interest   642.00 
Income from all church activities & ancillary 
trading in 2019 (weddings, recitals, church hire, 
candle stand, china, books, postcards etc.) 23,523.00
 
  
Total Income   175,183.00  £  175,183.00 
  

Finances - a brief summary
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ACCOUNTS FOR PERIOD JANUARY TO 31 DECEMBER 2019 - CONT’D

 EXPENDITURE  

Parish Share paid   78,000.00 
Resources spent on activities directly related 
to work of the church   68,886.00
Charitable giving + Churches Together 
subscription of £750   3,928.00 
Resources used for Church Management and 
administration   22,286.00 
 
Total Expenditure   173,100.00  £  173,100.00

Balance of funds in 2019    £     2,083.00 
  

FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR 2020 AS ON 31 OCTOBER 2020
 
   Actuals Forecasts
NatWest Reserve Funds   35,000.00 
Restricted Funds (the Choir Fund) 27,800.00 

 INCOME  
Regular Planned giving income 33,788.00 
Gift Aid claimed    13,500.00 
Hadley Trust Grant received 16,000.00 
Telecoms Antenna Rental Income 11,500.00 
Property Rental Income   16,000.00 
  
 EXPENDITURE  
Parish Share for 2020   76,000.00 
Parish Share paid to 31 Oct 2020 65,000.00 
Share, utilities, salaries and wages, insurance, 
maintenance and repairs, fees administration, 
cleaning and charitable giving  67,000.00 
  
Total expected income in 2020   146,730
Total expected expenditure in 2020  132,000
  

  Accounts can be provided on request or viewed at the Charity Commission’s 
website. Charity number 1130743.

  Additional information is available in Appendix 3.
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As with all churches, Covid-19 and the national lockdowns, have created both 
challenges and opportunities. Risk Assessments and limited socialising have 
become a way of life.

During lockdown, we have: 
  live-streamed Sunday worship from different churches in the Team;
  held Morning Prayers on Zoom;
  set up a Buddy scheme to support isolated people;
  reopened church in August and December with Covid security measures in 

place and restricted numbers for Sunday worship; 
  opened the church for weekday private individual prayers;
  held staff meetings, DCC and PCC meetings online.

How have we responded to Covid-19?
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Chipping Barnet Team consists of one parish (and benefice), with four churches, 
each of which has the status of Parish Church, as well as its own district – an 
area roughly covering that of their former individual parishes. The PCC oversees 
the Team, dealing with key legal business, and allows the four churches to 
support one another. Each church has a District Church Council (DCC), which 
guides the life and ministry of the individual church, and acts as a PCC would in 
most parishes in terms of the churches daily life and running. While the structure 
does create ‘another level’ in comparison to other parishes, we benefit from 
the mutual support and vision that we find in our fellowship. More information 
available in Appendix 4. 

ACTING RECTOR & TEAM VICAR OF ST MARK’S, 
BARNET VALE AND ST STEPHEN’S, BELLS HILL
THE REVD TRISTAN CHAPMAN
Tristan joined the Chipping Barnet Team in 2010, originally as 
Team Vicar of St Mark’s, Barnet Vale and St Peter’s, Arkley. 
In 2016 the Team was reorganised, and he said goodbye to 
Arkley, and became Team Vicar of St Stephen’s, Bells Hill, 
alongside St Mark’s. It is expected that he will take on the role  
of Team Rector in the New Year. 

TEAM VICAR OF ST PETER’S, ARKLEY 
THE REVD NICK WHEELER
Nick has been Team Vicar (House for Duty) at St Peter’s in 
Arkley from October 2016. Before that he was a self-supporting 
Minister at Holy Trinity, Eltham. 

READER, LINDA SANDERS
Linda became a Reader in 2000. She enjoys the variety of 
ministry that assisting at the different team churches brings 
including chaplaincy work at St Alban’s Abbey. She leads a 
family service once a month at St John the Baptist Church.

The Chipping Barnet Team Ministry 
and the Benefice
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High Barnet is a popular and desirable suburban residential area that combines 
urban and country living surrounded by green spaces with excellent primary and  
secondary schools. Good shopping and recreational facilities are within easy reach. 
There are many parks and green spaces close by and Barnet Hospital (part of the 
Royal Free Hospital Trust) serves Barnet residents. Excellent transport to London 
and the rest of the country. High Barnet Northern line tube station is a 10-minute 
walk from the rectory.

Some helpful websites:
About Barnet: https://www.movebubble.com/renterhub/london/area-guides/high-
barnet-london-guide
Shopping and things to do: https://lovebarnet.co.uk
Barnet Society: https://barnetsociety.org.uk/about
High Living: http://www.highlivingbarnet.com
Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chipping_Barnet

THE RECTORY
Located at 38 Manor Road, Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 2JJ. The Rectory was built 
in the 1980’s - a delightful and spacious 4-bedroom house in an excellent location 
in High Barnet. Downstairs consists of a dining room and a large lounge leading 
out to the back garden which is walled on two sides and largely laid to lawn and 
shrubs. There is a kitchen with a utility room and a large study with an adjacent 
cloakroom, separate from the rest of the house. Upstairs there are 4 good sized 
bedrooms, separate toilet, shower room and bathroom. There is a large garage and 
off-street parking. The Rectory is close to the High Street, local transport links and 
approximately 5 minutes’ walk from St John the Baptist Church.

SCHOOLS IN BARNET
Barnet has a good selection of pre-school, primary and secondary schools.
See: https://www.barnet.gov.uk/directories/schools

What’s it like to live in Barnet?
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Mike Noronha, 
Curator, Barnet Museum:

“ Barnet Museum and Local History 
Society (BMLHS) has a long, friendly and 

fruitful association with St John the Baptist 
Church. When the size of our gatherings became 

too large for Church House, we started to use 
the Church itself...We have significant numbers 
attending our lectures and meetings; they are 
being held in a building steeped in history...

and the support and service that we 
receive from the Church staff has 

been top notch. We are most 
grateful.

Messages from the community

Nick 
and the team at Statons 

Estate Agents:

“ As a family business Statons has been 
part of the Barnet community for over 30 years 

and we are very proud to be able to work with and 
help support the wonderful work that the Church 

community do. Their willingness to help and care for 
others and their hospitality and kindness appear 
endless. The Church and all its supporters are 
definitely at the heart of the whole community 

here in Chipping Barnet, creating a 
wonderful goodwill feeling throughout 

the area.

Gary Murphy, 
Licensee, Ye Old Mitre 

Inn Pub: 

“ The Mitre pub, by its very name, 
has been linked to the local churches 
for centuries. I am pleased to continue 
the good relations and I enjoy working 
with the Churches to deliver benefit 

to our amazing community in 
High Barnet and 

beyond.

Pauline Marshall,
the Friendship Group:

“ After my husband died, I was left 
very much alone in my house and 

felt very low. One day I read Juliet’s message 
online, I went along on Monday morning and 

was met by such a warm welcome from Juliet, 
her mother Maureen and helper Shirley … I 
met many friendly people, many of us are 

on our own and it is so nice to chat. 
Since then, I have looked forward to 

Mondays and have made some 
good friends.

Jenny Matthews, 
Head of School, Underhill 

School & Children’s Centre:

“ Underhill Primary School come to 
St John’s every year for our school carol 

concert. Everyone at the church is always 
very welcoming and helpful. The children 

really enjoy the experience of singing 
at the church and it makes it extra 

special for their parents to see 
them perform.

Sanu de Lima, 
Choir Member:

“ The choir provides a unique 
spiritual and educational experience: for 
the discipline and teamwork it brings to 

those in their formative years; for the many 
aspiring University choral, organ and arts 
scholars who have sung in the choir; and 

for everyone who can find through 
singing and listening new meaning 

in worship and fellowship.

Matthew Rose, 
EA to Headmaster, 

Queen Elizabeth’s School:

“ The close relationship between 
Queen Elizabeth’s and the church extends 

right back to the School’s foundation in 
1573, Nearly 450 years on we still celebrate 

this partnership in our annual Founder’s 
Day Thanksgiving Service at St John 
the Baptist, along with our Service 

of Nine Lessons and 
Carols.
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REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES IN 2019

Times Services Average
Attendance

8.30am Holy Communion – Book of Common Prayer 5

9.30am Sung Eucharist
Family Communion on 3rd Sundays 64*

11.15am Family Service 11

6.30pm Choral Evensong 38

1  Our worship services

REGULAR MID-WEEK SERVICES IN 2019

Day Times Services Average
Attendance

Mon 9:15am  Morning Prayer 3

Tues 9:15am  Morning Prayer followed by clergy meeting
12:00    Silent Prayer

3-4
3-5

Wed
9:15am    Morning Prayer
10:30am  Eucharist
11:00am  Ministry of Healing

3
15
5

Thurs
9:15am   Morning Prayer
2:00pm   Silent Prayer 
 (Lectio Divina Contemplative Prayer)

3
2-5

Fri 9:15am  Morning Prayer 3

Sat 9:15am  Morning Prayer 2-3

OCCASIONAL SERVICES IN 2019

Services Children
Aged <1y

Children
Aged 1-4 Adults

Baptisms 6 3 2

Weddings 3

Blessings, Renewal of Marriage Vows 0

Funerals 9

Burial of Ashes 3

*50 to 60 in 2020, pre-lockdown

Evening prayers have been irregular after 2018

APPENDICES
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POPULATION: DISTRIBUTION, SOCIO ECONOMICS, DIVERSITY, 
FAITH, DEPRIVATION ETC.
St John the Baptist Church is in the Parish of Chipping Barnet (Parish Code  
320019) within the Archdeaconry of Hertford in the Diocese of St Albans. The 
Church is a Grade II* Listed Building situated within the Wood Street Conservation 
Area. It is not on the Heritage at Risk Register and has no Scheduled Monument 
within the curtilage or precinct.
 
The team parish covers 3.7 square miles. Church Urban Fund (CUF) statistics show 
the population of the parish of Chipping Barnet at 23,234 people. 57.9% are under 
the age of 44 and 74% of the population are of white ethnicity. 55% are Christian. 

The parish is economically diverse from affluent Arkley to the less affluent areas 
of Whitings Hill and the Dollis Valley Estate. In terms of deprivation the CUF ranks 
it 5200 out of 12,382, where 1 is the most deprived parish. Our parish is around 
average on the deprivation scale for parishes in the country. Within the Diocese 
of St Albans, the Church Urban Fund (www.cuf.org.uk) places the parish 289th out 
of the 339 (1=most deprived) and identifies lone parenthood and child poverty as 
concerns.

2  Demographics

National     
Average %

Total population in 2015 16,300

Children aged 0 -15 2,950 18.1% 18.9%

Working age 16 to 64 10,500 64.3% 63.2%

Older people 65+ 2,850 17.6% 17.8%

BAME in 2011 18.3% 14.0%

Obese children in           
reception year     4.5%         9.4%

DEMOGRAPHY OF HIGH BARNET IN 2015

Sources:
Church Urban Fund: https://cuf.org.uk/parish/320019
London Ward Profiles - High Barnet: https://londondatastore-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/
instant-atlas/ward-profiles-html/atlas.html
A church near you: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7802/ 
For more demographic information please see: 
https://jsna.barnet.gov.uk/2-socio-economic-environmental-context

25

https://cuf.org.uk/parish/320019
https://londondatastore-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/instant-atlas/ward-profiles-html/atlas.html
https://londondatastore-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/instant-atlas/ward-profiles-html/atlas.html
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7802/
https://jsna.barnet.gov.uk/2-socio-economic-environmental-context


ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH   PARISH PROFILE

A REPORT ON 2020 FINANCES TO 31ST OCTOBER 
Finances of St John the Baptist Church are in a stable state despite Covid-19, 
thanks to a generous congregation, a stewardship scheme, generous grants, 
legacies and prudent investments. Our ongoing income for 2020 as at the end 
of October is c£146,730 of which £33,788 came from regular planned giving and 
£13,500 from the Gift Aid claimed plus the annual grants and rent received. 

We receive an annual grant of £16,000, from the Hadley Trust, towards the salary of 
the three Church Vergers. The Ravenscroft Charity (Chancel Estate), an historic trust, 
pays us substantial grants on a quarterly basis, which cover utility bills, insurance, 
organ tuning and cleaning. We receive annual rental incomes of £11,500 for space 
rented in the tower for a Telecoms antenna (yet to be installed) and £16,000 from a 
property owned by the church. This year we also received a one-off grant of £10,000 
from the Bells Hill Fund, as did the other three churches in the Team.

In a normal year c£10,000 is generated by church services and activities. Our 
expenditure, for the same period, is c£132,000 which may be itemised as £65,000 
for the Parish Share. Utilities, salaries and wages, insurance, maintenance and 
repairs, fees administration, cleaning and charitable giving amounted to £67,000. 
The Parish Administrator’s salary is funded equally by St John the Baptist Church 
and the PCC.  

At the year-end we have always had a small surplus to carry over. 
 
The Parish Share for the Chipping Barnet Team for 2020 is c£132,000 and St JB’s 
share is c£76,000. A 15th century church does require considerable care and 
attention, costing on average £20,000 per annum, which we meet by generating 
surpluses without diminishing our Mission and Charitable giving. The latest set of 
accounts can be provided on request. 
 
Recent legacies amounting to £9,000 are earmarked for handrails, lighting and other 
projects which is now progressing while other Restricted Funds are in the region 
of £35,000. St John the Baptist Church’s DCC pays the incumbent’s expenses of 
office in full. 

THE TEAM MINISTRY’S FINANCES
Each of the four churches are financially independent in their income generation 
and expenditure. St Mark’s and St Stephen’s share the same clergy and St Peter’s 
has a House for Duty priest. 

As per the 2019 accounts the total annual income generated by the Team Ministry 
was £431,646 and the total expenditure was £394,999. The Team Accounts may be 
viewed at the Charity Commission’s web site. Our charity number is 1130743.

3  Finances - additional information
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ST MARK’S CHURCH, BARNET VALE 
www.stmarksbarnet.weebly.com
St Mark’s is an ’Anglo-Catholic’ church, with a half Victorian (Pearson), half modern 
building (a modern chancel), and small modern, and well used halls. Our worship is 
liturgical and focuses on the Mass. Outside Covid-times, all the red-letter days are 
kept with Sung Eucharists, and clergy and laity from across the team come and 
share in this worship (and a glass of prosecco afterwards!). Across the year there 
are a number of special days, notably our Patronal Festival, and our Harvest Lunch 
and entertainments, as well as jolly Proms and Band concerts, a Summer Fete 
and Christmas Bazaar, and various other social events! We have small, 
but keen youth and children’s work including Junior Church, a Teenage 
Fellowship, and a Youth Club; and a well-attended adult Fellowship 
Group (Fellowship and Bible Study). St Mark’s regularly hosts the 
Night Shelter for Homeless, has a strong link to the Goa Anglican 
Centre and its Mission work, and has several fundraisers and 
box openings a year for the Children’s Society. We also have 
good links with Cromer Road Primary School. 

4  Additional information about the 
Team Churches - congregations and 
activities across the Benefice
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ST STEPHEN’S CHURCH, BELLS HILL
www.ststephenbarnet.org.uk
St Stephen’s is a small Victorian church, located ‘down the 
hill’ next to the Bells Hill Burial Ground. Historically a daughter 
church of St John the Baptist, we have a small, varied and 
faithful congregation, with Eucharistically centred worship. We 
also have a flourishing Parent and Toddler Group (pre-lockdown!) 
and a Fellowship Group, when we come together for a catch up, and 
for a time of study. St Stephen’s has close links with Whiting’s Hill Primary 
School, which is nearby, and like the church serves this notably diverse area, 
in terms of religion, ethnicity and socio-economic background.

ST PETER’S CHURCH, ARKLEY 
https://www.stpetersarkley.com
St Peter’s Church is a small Victorian building with Gothic revival additions, 
decorated with the style and sense associated with the ‘Betjeman’ 
romanticism of the “village church”. It is situated on the Barnet road opposite the 
War Memorial. Historically it was built as a Chapel of Ease. Worship at St Peter’s 
reflects the wider community, with a Family Service at the beginning of the month 
when children take an active part, often reading lessons and prayers. Other Sunday 
services are Eucharistic, and all reflect the “village Church” feel. The Church style 
of the congregation is broadly reflected by the term “central Anglican”.
 
There is a large nursing home almost opposite the Church and residents welcome 
the monthly communion which is celebrated there. Being within easy distance of 
the Hertfordshire countryside there are also two mobile-home communities in the 
parish consisting of mostly retired residents, many of whom have downsized to 
the area. There is a golf club, a tennis club, a social club, a village hall, a residents’ 
association and two very popular pubs serving excellent food.

St Peter’s maintains contact with all homes in the village by delivering the monthly 
free Arkley Church and Community News. St Peter’s has several social events each 
year, including Parish Lunches in February and October and a Family BBQ in July, 
as well as a number of fundraising activities. There is a monthly Fellowship Group 
which meets for eats and drinks, conversation and bible study.

http://www.ststephenbarnet.org.uk
https://www.stpetersarkley.com
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CONTACT DETAILS

Further information about St John the Baptist Church, Chipping 
Barnet can be found at our website: www.barnetparishchurch.org.uk

Or contact the Archdeacon of Hertford:

 The Venerable Janet Mackenzie
 Archdeacon of Hertford
 Glebe House
 St Mary’s Lane
 Hertingfordbury
 Hertford  SG14 2LE
 Telephone: 01727 818159
 Email: archdhertpa@stalbans.anglican.org

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
This Parish Profile is based on the collated views and opinions from the 
entire parish including views expressed at the informal meeting with the 
Bishop and Archdeacon of Hertford on 23rd September 2020. 

All photographs are taken by parishioners who have agreed to their use 
in this profile.

All photographs with images of people have given their consent for use 
in this profile. 
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