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Opening Hymn 

Come down O Love divine 

Seek thou this soul of mine 

And visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 

O Comforter draw near 

Within my heart appear 

And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.  

And so the yearning strong 

With which the soul will long 

Shall far outpass the power of human telling. 

For none can guess its grace 

Till he become the place 

Wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.  

The Greeting 

The Bishop says 

All 

All 

Jesus Christ has made us a kingdom of priests 

to serve his God and Father. 

Glory and kingship be his for ever and ever.  

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
be with you. 

And also with you.  

Thank you for joining us on the Maundy Thursday. Although we are separated 

physically, we are together in worship of the God who is the same yesterday, 

today and forever.  

I am in the small chapel here in Abbey Gate House where I pray each day. 

Many of us were hoping to be in the Cathedral today to renew our ordination 
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vows and to bless the oils. Instead, due to the wonders of YouTube, Facebook, 

Zoom and Microsoft Teams we gather in a virtual service, recommitting 

ourselves to the worship and service of God and our neighbours, ‘Living God’s 

Love, with generosity and joy, imagination and courage’. If you wish to follow 

and join in, the Order of Service in on the Diocesan Website. 

 

Long before we knew we were going to be in lockdown, I’d invited Bishop 

Michael to preach, so he will give a short homily recorded in his home. Other 

people have pre-recorded parts of this short service.  

 

During the service, I will bless the holy oils and these will be kept in the 

Cathedral until later in the year when we are able to collect them for use in the 

parishes.  

  The Collect 
Let us pray. 

 

Heavenly Father,  

who anointed your Son Jesus Christ  

with the Holy Spirit and with power  

to bring to the world the blessings of your kingdom:  

anoint your Church with the same Holy Spirit,  

that we who share in his suffering and his victory  

may bear witness to the gospel of salvation;  

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever.   

All Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

          Reading 
Read by The Rev’d Atalie Gaines 

1 Samuel 3: 1-10 
 

A reading from the first book of the Prophet Samuel 

 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of 

the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, 

whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 

down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 

down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then 

the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and 
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said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ 

So he went and lay down.  

 

The Lord called him again, ‘Samuel!, Samuel’! Samuel got up and went to Eli, 

and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie 

down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord 

had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. 

And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli 

perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, 

lie down; and if he calls you again, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant 

is listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

 

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And 

Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 

The Sermon 
 

The Right Rev’d Dr Michael Beasley 

 Bishop of Hertford 

 

Renewal of Commitment to Ministry 
 

The Bishop of St Albans leads the Renewal of Commitment: 
 

My brothers and sisters, Christ has many services to be done. Some 

are easy, others are difficult; some bring honour, others bring 

reproach; some conform to our natural inclinations and material 

interests, others are contrary to both. In some, we may please Christ 

and please ourselves, in others we cannot please Christ except by 

denying ourselves. Yet the power to do all these things is given in 

Christ who strengthens us. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God our Father,  

in our baptism you made us witnesses  

to the death and resurrection of your Son.  

Send your Holy Spirit  

to strengthen us,  

as we take upon us  

the yoke of your obedience.  

Make us instruments of your peace,  

and doers of your perfect will. 
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All ministers say together 
 

God our Father, 

in the name of Christ and in the power of your Spirit, 

we commit ourselves to you and one another, 

to live, work, and pray as one body in Christ, 

to trust each other as fellow workers in your Church, 

and to give ourselves with body, mind, and spirit 

to the ministries to which you have called us. 

Give us vision, give us courage, and give us joy, 

that the world may believe that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to your eternal glory.  

Amen. 

 

The Bishop concludes 
 

 May God, who has moved us to make this commitment, 

give us grace to keep it to the end; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 

 

Intercessions 
 

Led by The Rev’d Abi Thompson 
 

My brothers and sisters, pray for all who minister, that they may be 

constant in prayer and steadfast in faith, and serve God’s people with 

joy. 

All Lord, hear us. 
 

Pray for our Readers and those who exercise lay ministry, that the Lord 

may continue to inspire them in their ministry and gift them with 

confidence to share your Gospel. 

All Lord, hear us. 
 

Pray for our deacons, that the Lord may pour upon them the riches of 

his grace. Pray that he who has called them to his service may make 

them worthy of his calling. 

All Lord, hear us. 
 

Pray for our priests. Ask the Lord to bless them with the fullness of his 

love, that they may be faithful ministers of his word and sacrament, 

and lead his people in the way of salvation. 

All Lord, hear us. 
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Pray for our bishops, that they may be faithful to the great trust that 

has been handed to them. Pray that they may become more like our 

Good Shepherd and great High Priest, the teacher and servant of us 

all, and so become more and more a sign of Christ's loving presence 

among us. 

All Lord, hear us. 
 

Pray for the families of those who minister, for their homes, and for all 

with whom they share their lives.  

All Lord, hear us. 
 

May the Lord in his love keep us ever close to him, and may he bring 

us all to the fullness of eternal life.   

All Amen. 
 

A period of silence is kept, which ends with 
 

Merciful Father, 

All accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

The Blessing of the Oils 
 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

All who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing.  
 

The oil for the anointing of the sick and dying. 
 

 Blessed are you, sovereign God, gentle and merciful, 

 creator of heaven and earth.  

 Your Word brought light out of darkness, 

 and daily your Spirit renews the face of the earth.  

 Your anointed Son brought healing 

 to those in weakness and distress. 

 He broke the power of evil and set us free from sin and death 

 that we might praise your name for ever and ever. 

 By the power of your Spirit sanctify this oil for our use, 

and may those who are anointed with this oil in your name 

 be made whole in body, mind and spirit, 

 restored in your image, renewed in your love, 

 and serve you as sons and daughters in your kingdom.  

All Blessed be God for ever. 
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The oil for the signing with the cross at baptism.  

 

 Blessed are you, sovereign God, 

 the protector of all who believe in you.  

 Your anointed Son overcame the powers of evil 

 when he was lifted high upon the cross. 

 By the power of your Spirit sanctify this oil for our use, 

and may your blessing rest 

 on those who are anointed with this oil in your name; 

 as they come to the waters of baptism, 

 may it be for them a sign of your defence in their fight 

 against sin, the world, and the devil, 

 and bring them to share in Christ’s victory.  

All Blessed be God for ever. 

 

The oil of chrism. 

 

 Blessed are you, sovereign God and Father, 

 upholding by your grace all who hear your call.  

 Under your Old Covenant priests and kings were anointed to serve you 

 and in the fullness of time you anointed your Son by the Holy Spirit 

 to be the Christ, the Saviour and Servant of all. 

 By the power of your Spirit sanctify this oil for our use, 

and may your blessing rest 

 on those who are anointed with this chrism in your name; 

 let it be for them a sign of joy and gladness 

 as they share in the royal priesthood of the New Covenant 

 and make known the kingdom of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 to whom with you and the Holy Spirit  

 we lift our voices of thanks and praise.  

All Blessed be God, our strength and our salvation, 

 now and for ever. Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Bishop says 
 

 In the power of the Spirit, let us pray with confidence as our  

 Saviour has taught us. 
 

Please kneel or sit. 
 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

God the Father draw you deeper into his love; 

God the Son empower you to serve the world; 

God the Holy Spirit strengthen you to proclaim the Gospel; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 

The organ voluntary is ‘Toccata’ from Léon Boëllmann’s Suite Gothique. It is 

played by Tom Winpenny, Assistant Master of Music at St Albans Cathedral.  

 

 

 

 

 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this order of 

service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006. 

Hymns and music are reproduced under licence: CCL No. 808548 and MRL No. 808579. 


