
Christmas Service
for the Bereaved

Cribs, Christingles, Children, Carols… and
Covid



Introduction

We all know that Christmas is meant to be a joyous time.
However, this year there may be difficulties in family gatherings
given Covid restrictions. This may be hard for everyone, but it
could be especially tricky for those who have been recently
bereaved as Christmas is a reminder of loved ones who have
died. A service in church in Covid-safe settings may help with
those who mourn, be a reminder that God comforts us in our
grief, and it may be a chance for families to gather and support
one another. There is not a list of creative ideas here, just a
service offered that you can use as is, or adapt for your needs. 

Remember the need for careful arrangements. If you get a lot
of people coming along it may stretch your risk assessment and
the number of people you can safely fit in church.
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Welcome & Introduction 
The Lord be with you   
And also with you 
 

 
Hymn: (listen to a choir or recording) 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain:    Rejoice! Rejoice! 
              Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save, 
and give them victory over the grave. Refrain 
 
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death's dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 
O come, thou Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. Refrain 
 
O come, O come, great Lord of might, 
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height 
in ancient times once gave the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 
 

 
Opening Prayer 
Holy God of Advent: you became weak so we could find strength in 
moments of heartbreak; you left the safety of heaven to wander the 
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wilderness of the world, holding our hands when we feel so hopeless; 
you set aside your glory to hold our pain so we might be healed, even when 
there seems to be no hope; you became one of us, so we could never be 
alone in any moment, in any circumstance. 
So come now, Child of Bethlehem, to strengthen us in these days. 
May we feel your presence in a way we have never known, 
not just as One born in a stable long ago and far away, but as One born in 
our hearts, in our hopes, in our spirits, in our weakness. 
You have promised to go before us: into our brokenness, into hospital 
rooms, into empty houses, into graveyards, into our future held by our God, 
and your are here, even now, waiting for each of us: to serve us, 
to hold us, to comfort us, to live in us, now and forever. Amen. 
 

For you, O God, our souls in silence wait.   
Truly our hope is in you. 
 

The Readings 
Isaiah 40 
Comfort, O comfort my people,  says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she 
has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A voice says, ‘Cry 
out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are grass, their constancy is like 
the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath 
of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, 
the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever. Get you up to 
a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the 
cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and 
his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and 
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.  

For the word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 
 
Matthew 11 28-30: 
‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  

For the word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 
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The Address 
 
Hymn: (Listen to a choir or recording) 

In the bleak mid-winter 
frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, 
water like a stone: 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak mid-winter, long ago. 
 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him 
nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away 
when he comes to reign: 
in the bleak mid-winter a stable-place sufficed 
the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
Enough for him, whom cherubim 
worship night and day, 
a breast full of milk, 
and a manger full of hay: 
enough for him, whom angels bow down before,  
the ox and ass and camel which adore. 
 
Angels and archangels 
may have gathered there, 
cherubim and seraphim 
thronged the air -  
but only his mother in her maiden bliss 
worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
 

 
LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE  
 
The first candle is placed on the table 
 
We place this first candle – unlit as a symbol of our darkness - to remember 
those whom we have loved and lost. 
We pause to remember clearly, their faces, their voices, their bodies. 
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We embrace and give thanks for the memories that bind them to us in this 
season of expectation, when all Creation waits for the Light. 
 
We remember them with love.  
May God's eternal love surround them. 
 

 
A period of silent reflection  
 
The second candle is placed on the table 
 
We place this second candle – unlit as a symbol of our darkness - to 
remember ourselves this Christmas time. 
We pause and remember the past weeks, months, and for some of us years, 
that have been heavy with our burdens. We accept and lay before you, God, 
the sharpness of memory, the sadness and grief, the hurt and fear, the anger 
and pain. Forgive us when we feel unable to enter into the joy that others 
embrace, locked in our own fears and anxieties. 
 
We remember that though we have journeyed far, and that, while 
lost, we may have turned away from the light, the light itself has 
not failed. 
 
We remember that though winter be upon us and though the night be dark, 
the dawn will come, and dawn defeats the darkness. 
 

 
A period of silent reflection  
 

 
The third candle is placed on the table. 
 
We place this third candle – unlit as a symbol of our darkness – for all those 
who we bring with us in our minds tonight, for all those who cannot be 
present for themselves and for all those who are part of our consciousness. 
We bring before you, God, those who we do not know but for whom we 
grieve, whose lives are in darkness. 
 
We remember that in the midst of our own sorrows others are 
suffering. Lord, walk alongside those for whom we grieve tonight, 
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for the victims of oppression and abuse, for the lonely, for those 
who feel themselves unloved or unlovable. 
 

A period of silent reflection  
 
 
The candles are unlit, a symbol of the darkness we may feel.  
After a few moments the Paschal candle will be lit, so that we may know that 
in our darkness the light of Christ is ever present, a light that no darkness can 
overcome. 
 
 
 
Hymn: (listen to a recording or small choir/soloist) 

Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright; 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds first saw the sight: 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia: 
Christ the Saviour is born, 
Christ the Saviour is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light; 
radiance beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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JESUS CHRIST IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
 
We placed unlit candles to represent the darkness we have brought with us 
this evening, the burdens we feel sometimes unable to carry alone, the fears 
we hold for the future, the pain of those whom we have come to remember 
this night. 
We now take the light from the Paschal candle and bring it to take away our 
darkness as we light each candle in turn. 
 

 
We light this first candle to remember those whom we have loved and lost. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 
 

 
We light this second candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, is coming into the world. 
 

 
We light this third candle for all those who we bring with us in our minds 
tonight. 
Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 

 
The lighted candles are the open arms of Christ, ready to embrace us, to 
comfort us, to draw us ever closer into his love. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 
who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
 

 
The Prayers 

The following response will be used: 
Loving God hear our prayer 
And in the stillness of your love answer us. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
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as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
  

Blessing & Dismissal 
 
May the Holy One encourage us, in all that life is, in all that weighs heavy, and 
in all that delights. And may the Peace of God, which passes all understanding,  
keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God. And the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
us, and remain with us, this Christmas time and for evermore.  Amen 
 

 
The Church will remain open this evening for quiet, reflection and prayer.   

 
 
 


