CREATING A
BUZZ IN NEPAL
WITH

THE BISHOP OF ST ALBANS’
HARVEST APPEAL 2020

CHURCH INFORMATION SHEET
Join us in supporting our Bishop’s Annual Harvest Appeal,
which this year will help change the lives of people living in
Nepal. Together, we can help to bring transformation to
families and communities where there has been immense
devastation and loss.

MANISH: PASTOR, BEEKEEPER,
ENTREPRENEUR

BACKGROUND

Before the earthquakes, Manish, a father, pastor and farmer, had
a personal interest in beekeeping and owned a beehive. After the
earthquakes, Manish struggled to recover and bring in enough
money for his family.

Nepal is a beautiful, mountainous landlocked country in South
Asia, bordering China, India and Bangladesh. It is located mainly
in the Himalayas and has an estimated population of 28 million
people. As one of the world’s poorest countries, Nepal’s
economy relies heavily on tourism and aid.

Manish was supported by his local church through the Church
and Community Mobilisation Programme (CCM). Using CCM,
bees were identified as a significant local resource with the
potential to increase income, and Manish quickly expanded from
owning just one beehive to owning six.

In recent years, however, Nepalese people have a growing
appreciation of the benefits of beekeeping. Bees help to maintain
the fragile biodiversity as pollinators to enhance crop production
and good income is generated from sales of honey. Top quality
honey is produced in Nepal and is in demand as a popular export
item, particularly to Japan and the USA.

Inspired by the impact of the training and support from CCM,
Manish continued to develop business skills; he now runs a
successful beekeeping business.

It is estimated that the country of Nepal has capacity to sustain
125,000 hives; presently, there are around 26,000, indicating
significant opportunity exists for growth and benefit from
beekeeping. With 10 to 20 hives, a person can lead a comfortable
life; 60 to 70 hives can provide for a family of 10 people.
In April 2015, Nepal was struck by two devastating earthquakes
that killed 9,000 people and injured almost 22,000. This was the
worst natural disaster to strike Nepal since 1934. Thousands of
people were affected: families lost loved ones, communities were
made homeless, infrastructures collapsed and livelihoods lost.
Many Nepalese people are still striving to rebuild their lives
following these tragic earthquakes.

Manish is keen to pass on what he has learned and encourages
others in his community to get involved and work together.
Manish’s faith in God and entrepreneurial attitude are helping
many others in his community to build a sustainable livelihood
through beekeeping, too.
This Harvest, will you help more Nepalese people, like Manish, to
build a more hopeful future through beekeeping?

OUR HARVEST APPEAL PARTNER
The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal is partnering with
Tearfund, a Christian international development agency, which
seeks to meet the needs of some of the most vulnerable people
around the world. Working alongside local churches and other
locally-based organisations, Tearfund works in more than 50
countries, helping people step into their full potential and realise
plans for a better future.
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HARVEST APPEAL PRAYER
Mighty Creator, Loving Heavenly Father,
Thank you for the wonder and beauty of your world and
for your extraordinary love, poured out for all people.
We ask you to equip and strengthen the Nepalese
communities that were impacted by the brutal earthquakes
of 2015, to re-build their lives with hope and purpose.
We pray that they would know your generous provision
and your guiding presence with them.
Bless the beekeeping initiatives, may they flourish and,
through them, we pray that lives would be enriched
and communities transformed.

This is an opportunity to learn about bees, creation and why
they are so important. Bees are vital to agriculture, but sadly,
they are under threat of extinction due to climate change, the
growing number of droughts, floods and storms and the everchanging shifts of seasons.
Tearfund also have plenty of other suggestions at
www.tearfund.org/fundraise

YOUR GIFT WILL MAKE A
HUGE DIFFERENCE
Your gift to this year’s Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal 2020
will help many Nepalese people who are rebuilding their lives
following such devastation and loss.

In Jesus’ name we pray.
A gift of

£53

Amen

SERMON LINKS
1.

‘For the Lord your God will bless you in all your harvest and
in all the work of your hands, and your joy will be complete.’
(Deuteronomy 16:15b)
•

2.

‘And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things
at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every
good work.’ (2 Corinthians 9:8)
•

3.

This verse encapsulates Manish’s story of God’s wonderful
provision and His blessing upon the work of Manish’s hands.
How amazing was Manish’s harvest (his beekeeping business).

How beautiful and kind is God’s heart towards us. He is a
good Father and only wants the best for his children.

‘I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.’
(John 10:10b)
•

God wants us to lead full, abundant lives – lives that will sing
his praises, and reflect his glory and goodness.

ENGAGEMENT IDEAS
Try preparing a meal of Nepalese flavour. Typically, a meal
of curry with boiled rice with a vegetable stew, chow mein,
dishes with lentils, beans or peas would bring the taste and
style of food in Nepal.
And how about creating a delicious honey-based cake or
desert to follow?
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SENDING IN YOUR GIFT
Where possible, participating churches and schools should
send their donations (including any reclaimed Gift Aid) by
BACS transfer – details for this transaction are:
Bank account no:
Sort code no:
Payment Ref:

20776041
20 – 05 – 03
NEPAL4100101

If a BACS transfer is not possible, cheques can still be accepted.
Cheques should be made payable to St Albans DBF and sent to
‘The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal 2020’, c/o Holywell Lodge,
41 Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 1HE
An individual wishing to give to the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal
can use the online giving facility on the dedicated webpage:
www.harvestappeal.org – where indicated our Appeal partner,
Tearfund, will collect the Gift Aid on these donations.
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