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27th July 2016 

 

 

Emma Critchley 

DAC and Pastoral Secretary 

Tel: 01727 818132 

ecritchley@stalbans.anglican.org    

Dear Churchwarden – please forward to others in your parish who are involved in the 

care and use of the church building 

 Items included below, for potential or immediate action, are indicated by side lines  

 Rather a lot of serious stuff this time, I’m afraid. 
 
Theft of metal 
Please remain vigilant – there are still incidents of theft of metal roofs, flashings and lightning conductors in 
all parts of the diocese. I am in discussion with Historic England about how to approach them in individual 
cases where it is proposed to replace stolen lead or copper with another material. Their guidance can be 
found here:  https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/theft-metal-church-
buildings/theft-metal-church-buildings.pdf/. 
 

 

 Security Funding 
The Government has just announced special funding for security measures for places of worship: 
 
The Home Office has announced bidding for grants under the Places of worship: security funding scheme, 
to provide protective security measures for places of worship in England and Wales. Bids for funding can be 
made for the next 8 weeks until 5pm on 20 September. A second round of bids will open in spring 2017. 
  
Eligibility 
  
Bids are invited from places of worship in England and Wales: however, 
  

 schools and educational institutions are not eligible to apply; and  

 Jewish places of worship are ineligible because there is already a scheme in place to fund 
security measures at Jewish community sites through grants administered by the Community Security 
Trust.  
 
Bids may be made for the capital cost of security equipment but not for the cost of recruiting security 
personnel. Places of worship need to contribute 20 per cent of the total costs. The non-exhaustive list of 
examples includes: CCTV; perimeter fencing; access control gates; bollards; door locks; window locks; 
intruder alarm; external lighting; security doors. The funding would also include the appropriate labour cost 
to install the security equipment, but not contributions towards: annual service charges, maintenance 
charges, or one-off fees such as connection or monitoring charges. 
  
How to bid 
  
1. Provide supporting documents to show that you need increased security. These can include police 
reports, records of incidents, photographic evidence or insurance claims.  
2. Arrange a site survey with the Master Locksmiths Association (MLA) or your local Crime Prevention 
Design Adviser (CPDA) and get them to complete an assessment form.  
3. Provide three quotes from approved security installers.  
4. Fill in a bid application form.  
  
Bidding opened on 26 July. 
Bidding closes at 5pm on 20 September. 
Outcomes will be communicated by 9 November. 
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Contact details: securityfundingCED@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

 Terrorism 
The Churches Legal Advisory Service has forwarded the following guidance, which may be relevant 
particularly to some larger churches: 
 

Security advice from the National Police Chiefs’ Council 
 
The National Police Chiefs’ Council has issued protective security advice specific to Christian 
places of worship, as follows: 
 
Protective security advice issued to Christian places of worship 
 
While there is no specific intelligence relating to attacks against the Christian community in 
the UK, police are urging the community to be alert but not alarmed, report concerns to the 
police and review their security as a precaution. 
 
National Operational Police Lead for Protect and Prepare Deputy Assistant Commissioner Neil 
Basu said: 
 
“There is no specific intelligence relating to attacks against the Christian community in the UK. 
However, as we have seen, Daesh and other terrorist groups have targeted Christian as well as 
Jewish and other faith groups in the West and beyond. 
 
“Following recent events in France, we are reiterating our protective security advice to Christian 
places of worship and have circulated specific advice today. We are also taking this opportunity to 
remind them to review their security arrangements as a precaution. This is part of our ongoing work 
with faith organisations, as well as other sectors, to help ensure the safety and security of their staff, 
visitors and members. 
 
“While the threat from terrorism remains unchanged at severe we urge the public to be vigilant. Be 
alert and not alarmed and report any suspicious activity via the anti-Terrorist Hotline on 0800 
789321. In an emergency always dial 999. The UK police service is working tirelessly with our 
partners to confront the threat and protect all our communities. All of our safety and security advice 
is available at the National Counter Terrorism Security Office website: www.gov.uk/nactso.” 
 
Further information 
Ecclesiastical Insurance’s website has a very helpful checklist:  
https://www.ecclesiastical.com/images/places-of-worship-terrorism-checklist.pdf. 
The National Counter Terrorism Security Office (NaCTSO) website has detailed Counter Terrorism 
Protective Security Advice for Places of Worship which, Ecclesiastical suggests, may be particularly 
helpful for larger places of worship that may need more detailed plans: 
www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/375136/Places_of_Worship
_Reviewed.pdf.  
[Source: NPPC – 26 July]  
 

 

 Planning and Managing a Major Project 
Following the trial workshop run by the national church last month, resources have now been added to the 
Parish Resources website at: http://www.parishresources.org.uk/buildingprojects/ 
 

 

 Safety – electric socket covers 
An advisory note issued by the Department of Health (see website) has been brought to my attention. This 
concerns electric socket covers which are often used “for safety” to prevent children sticking their fingers or 
objects into the socket, but which can actually disable or damage safety features within the socket. The 
advice is that such plastic socket covers should be removed from use.   
 

 

 Heating 
I know the weather is warm at the moment, but the time will come when you want to turn on the heating. We 
have had a couple of serious problems in parishes where the contractor did not have the right experience to 
deal with the complexities of church heating. The DAC advises that for all work to church wet heating 
systems, you should ensure the selected contractor is appropriately qualified. They should hold a minimum 
qualification of Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Heating and Ventilating Industrial and Commercial Installations (City 
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& Guilds 6188-30, or equivalent) and non-domestic qualification from Gas Safe or, for oil systems, be an 
OFTEC Approved Technician. We will include this as a proviso on future applications for DAC advice. 
 
Fifty things to do in a church 
The National Churches Trust is celebrating the many diverse things that are done in churches, and asking 
for other suggestions and photos of your favourite thing. 
 

 Nominate a Heritage Angel 
Historic England seeks nominations for projects or people who have made a difference in caring for a 
heritage site, including listed churches. See: https://www.historicengland.org.uk/whats-new/angel-
awards/apply-for-award/ 
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