
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP PLAN

RESOURCES/PREPARATION

Images from Water is Life. Image of dirty water in 
bottle, or dirty water in a large bottle; an image 
of the Democratic Republic of Congo to show on 
a map

Schools are encouraged to adapt/amend this plan according  
to the age-range of students.

GATHERING

Follow the school’s normal gathering routine for  
collective worship. 

Show a focal image from the Harvest Appeal.

You might like to ask pupils to consider the  
following questions:

• Do you think the world is a fair place? 

• What do you think needs to change in the world to make 
it a better place for all?

ENGAGEMENT

1. Many people, when they think about these questions, 
reply that the world is not a fair place. Around the world, 
there are many who live in poverty. Poverty means living 
without life’s essentials such as food, clean water, clothes 
and shelter. If the world was 100 people:

87 have access to clean water, 13 do not

77 have shelter, 23 don’t

86 can read and write, 14 can’t

15 make less than £1.50 a day, 83 make 
between £1.50 and £65, one makes more

Out of those 100 people, one would 
control 50% of all the money in the world

2. Today, we are going to think about water. Show an image, 
or bring in a large bottle of, dirty water. 

• I wonder whether you would drink this? Wash clothes 
with this? Why/why not? 

• Why do you think it is important to have access  
to clean water?

3. Explain that:

• The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is the 
second largest country in Africa (show on map);

• The country has the third largest population of 
the poor in the world – an estimated 73% of the 
Congolese population – roughly 60 million people 
– live on less than £1.38 a day (the international 
poverty rate);

• Many of those living rurally use unsafe drinking 
water. It’s all they have for drinking, cooking and 
washing. An estimated 5 million people a year are  
at risk of cholera.
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4. Introduce Deborah: Deborah 
(show image) is a mother 
to four children and also 
the president of her Village 
Development Committee in 
the DRC. Deborah says,

‘Water is the number one 
problem in my community. The 
distance to the closest source 
is 45 minutes…or more likely 
an hour…It is often the women 
and children who have the job of 
collecting water for the family’. 

I wonder what life must be 
like for those in Deborah’s 
village? What do you think would really help Deborah’s 
village? E.g. clean water closer.

5. Introduce the work of Tearfund: Over the last ten 
years, the charity Tearfund has been supporting 
communities such as Deborah’s (show image of drilling 
equipment). The Water is Life project aims to bring 
clean, safe water to villages and towns in the DRC. 
Deborah’s community is one of 22 villages to receive 
this, meaning no-one has to walk long distances for 
water any more. Once the work is complete, tap stands 
will be built closer to people’s homes. ‘This will be good 
for our children and future generations’, Deborah says. 
I wonder what difference having clean, safe water close 
by will have for Deborah and her village? 

6. Tearfund and local churches have been 
inspired by the words of Jesus in supporting 
the Water is Life project. The bible explains 
how Jesus really cares for those in need. In 
his teaching and his action, he encourages all to offer their 
time, talents and treasure to help others, including those 
who are less fortunate than ourselves. 

Once, he told the story of a king who was pleased with 
those who had chosen to help others. The King was 
delighted with those who:

• Gave those who were hungry, something to eat

• Gave those who were thirsty, something to drink

• Gave those who needed it, clothes to keep warm

• Gave those who were ill, medicine and care

The King said, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.’ (Matthew 25: 40)

7. The local church and Tearfund have been motivated  
by Jesus words and used their time, talents and treasure 
to make a real difference to communities in the DRC.  
These include:

• Working and volunteering to bring clean, safe  
water to communities.

• Providing training to ensure that the clean water 
facilities stay well-maintained

• Providing education about hygiene and using  
clean water

• Raising money to fund the work.

8. This year, the Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal  
aims to support the ‘Water is Life’ Project to help change 
the lives of so many living in the DRC. All monies raised 
will help change the lives of people such as Deborah, as 
they can access clean, safe water for drinking, cooking  
and washing. 

 Deborah, a local church 
member and mother to  
four children
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RESPONSE 

Show one of the translations of Proverbs 3:27:

‘Whenever you possibly can, do good to those who need it’.  
(Good News Translation)

‘Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in 
your power to do it’. (NRSV)

We can all make a positive difference in the world; we can all 
help make the world a fairer place for all.      

I wonder how we might use our time, talents and/or 
treasure to help others, including those less fortunate? 
I wonder how we might help communities such as 
Deborah’s who face a great need?

You might like to reflect individually or share your thoughts 
with a partner.

If you’d like to, ask God to help you give your time, talents or 
treasure to help others.

You might also like to listen to Nick and Becky Drake’s 
‘Golden Rule’ Live Sing-A-Long: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GG5Oe8nxR0 

or sing together ‘Sent by the Lord am I’ 

https://www.worshipworkshop.org.uk/songs-and-hymns/
hymns/sent-by-the-lord-am-i/

SENDING 

Dear God,

Thank you that you care for each one of us,  
and for the time, talents and treasure you have given us. 
Please help us to use these things to do good, 
and make the world a fairer and more equal place for all. 
Amen.

Follow schools sending out routines – blessing, blowing out the 
candle, music etc.
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