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24th July 2017 

 

 

Emma Critchley 

DAC and Pastoral Secretary 

Tel: 01727 818138 

ecritchley@stalbans.anglican.org 

    

  

 Items included below, for potential or immediate action, are indicated by side lines  

   

 To all churchwardens – please forward to others in your parish (e.g. Clergy; PCC fabric committee; PCC 
members) 
 
I am writing to pass on items of interest, which may be helpful to you in caring for or developing your church 
building.  
 
Grave markers 
The Archdeacon of Bedford has been made aware that there seems to be an issue with wooden cross 
markers being stolen from churchyards –  i.e. those crosses with the names of the deceased, placed after a 
burial as markers prior to a stone memorial being installed. At least four thefts have occurred recently in the 
Dunstable area. It is obviously hugely upsetting for the recently bereaved to arrive and to find the cross has 
disappeared and may well have ramifications for incumbents and churchwardens, who may be contacted on 
the assumption that it is the church which has taken the cross away. Do drop me an e-mail if you are aware 
of other cases and ask those who regularly go through the churchyard to be vigilant. 
 

 

 Managing Major Buildings Projects, training day, Thursday 19th October, Oxford – Booking NOW 
OPEN 
The day will help you manage all stages of a building project in a place of worship, from start up through to 
making sure you achieve the benefits over the long term. It is aimed at those concerned with places of 
worship of all sizes, types and location, and will be relevant both to new build, alterations and repairs. 
Although focusing on projects of a significant size, many of the principles apply in simplified form to smaller 
projects, and the day should be useful whatever the size of project being considered. It will be useful both to 
those who are directly responsible for a single project in a single building, and those who have an oversight 
role for a number of religious buildings. The day assumes you already know what you want to do, and takes 
you forward from there, including setting up a project team, fundraising, obtaining relevant permissions, 
managing building professionals, keeping everyone engaged, and ensuring the project brings the desired 
benefits over the longer term. The speakers have hands on experience of building projects in places of 
worship. The day will be practical and detailed, equipping you to make a better job of managing your 
building project. The event is organised by the Historic Religious Buildings Alliance, with significant financial 
support from Purcell. Book here. If you would like further information please contact Becky Payne 

 

   

 Protecting your church roof – new roof alarm grants available until the end of 2017 
Following numbers of thefts, Archdeacons have been flagging up the importance of protecting metal church 
roofs in their Visitation Charges to Churchwardens.  
Please see our guidance and attached Information Note at: https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/dac/grants-roof-

alarms/. The note  – 

- Highlights the theft of metal roofs as the number one security threat to churches  
- Explains why metal roofs should be protected by roof alarms and marking – to deter theft and give 

full insurance cover for external metal  

- Says why you should apply for a roof alarm grant now – with new grants totalling up to £4,000 
available until the end of this year following a major one-off contribution from the Allchurches Trust 

The note sets out the grants available for roof alarms. Also available are application forms for grants from 
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the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Historic Churches Trust and Diocesan Board of Finance, and a metal 
theft risk survey form. 
If your church has a metal roof then you are likely to be vulnerable to theft and need full insurance cover – 
get a grant-aided roof alarm now! 
 

 Managing security 
You will be aware of the Government advice on managing events and crowded places in the light of recent 
terrorist attacks. This may be something the PCC will need to look at in relation to church events, in order to 
brief and train welcomers / sidespeople and those organising concerts and other events in the church. The 
Government guidance is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/crowded-places-guidance 
 
Historic England – Initial pre-application advice for Church of England churches 
From 1 July 2017, the free cycle of Initial Pre-application advice offered by Historic England to prospective 
applicants for faculties or planning will provide up to 15 hours of Historic England officer time and this will no 
longer have to include travel time to and from a site visit.  Historic England will also continue to provide 
statutory advice without charge as part of the formal faculty application and/or planning permission process. 
This means that PCCs will have two opportunities to consult with Historic England without charge as they 

scope and develop projects. For further information please see the Enhanced Advisory Service webpage. 

 
Providing easy access to historic churches 
Historic England has produced guidance on how to improve the accessibility of our churches, available at: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/easy-access-to-historic-buildings/. The DAC has a member 
with particular expertise in this area, so do contact me if you would like to be put in touch or to arrange a site 
visit, to discuss what may be appropriate for your building. 
 
Have you got a church hall with spare capacity? 
Ricky O’Gorman writes: “I am the president and chair of the Giants of Albion (GOA) riders club. The club 
was founded recently in order to offer support to our members and their families. The G.O.A is an inclusive 
organisation predominantly populated with past and present emergency service and armed forces personnel 
(myself being a Paramedic) but others from the building trades and professions like Law and Teaching. We 
are currently running our club from my garage, which is too small to accommodate our ever increasing 
membership. We have been looking for a redundant or under used village, church or scout hall within 
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire to house our club and hold our meetings, in private and safety.” Contact: 
ricky.ogorman@icloud.com 
 
As always, do contact me, David Bevan or one of my team about any matter concerning the care and 
development of your church building or churchyard. Thank you for all that you do. 
 
Best wishes, 
Emma 
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