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Originally sent Sept 2015 

2nd June 2016 

 

 

Emma Critchley 

DAC and Pastoral Secretary 

Tel: 01727 818138 

ecritchley@stalbans.anglican.org    

Dear Churchwarden, 

 1.         Metal theft 
 
This is still a significant problem and there have been several recent cases in the diocese, particularly near 
major routes such as the M1. Parishes with vulnerable roofs may want to consider installing a roof alarm 
and this can normally be authorised by an Archdeacon’s Letter. Please send details of any proposal to me in 
the usual way. 
 
The national church has been in contact with Ecclesiastical Insurance, which has announced the following 
news: 
 

For churches that have installed an Ecclesiastical approved roof alarm (as described in the policy 
schedule) from 1 August 2015 there will be no limits applicable to the policy for theft or attempted 
theft of external metal and the subsequent damage as a result of the theft or attempted theft. In the 
event of a loss claims will be paid in full up to the buildings and/or contents sums insured. No 
additional premium is due for this unlimited cover. 
 
For all metal theft cover (including lightning conductors) to apply, churches must have applied 
SmartWater (or an alternative forensic marker), put up the warning signs in a prominent place and 
registered the product.  
 
Cover while scaffolding is erected 
Ecclesiastical has increased the cover for metal theft where there is scaffolding provided a forensic 
marker has been applied, an Ecclesiastical approved roof alarm fitted and certain security 
requirements met. Further information is available here. 
 
The new limits do not apply to losses occurring prior to the 1 August 2015. 

 
2.         DAC on-line portal 
 
Last December the DAC on-line portal became available for use by parishes to make applications for DAC 
advice. A good number of parishes have used the system to make an application and apart from teething 
difficulties, it is now functioning well. Changes have been made to the guidance and to the process of 
uploading documents and you should now find it more straightforward to use. 
 
The underlying system which enables us to manage all the DAC casework in the Diocesan Office is now in 
place and we are now switching from our previous database to this new system. This allows us to pick up 
the application made by a parish, take it through the Committee process and produce the appropriate 
documentation for a faculty application or Archdeacon's Letter. 
 
It will be very helpful if you could make applications for DAC advice on proposed works via the on-
line portal rather than by e-mail whenever possible. E-mail or paper applications can still be made where 
necessary. Please continue to contact me or my team by e-mail, phone or in person for queries or to 
discuss projects more generally. 
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Guidance about using the on-line portal and a link to the portal are available at: 
http://www.stalbans.anglican.org/finance/dac-online-applications/.  
 
3.         Historic England advice 
 
Listed churches undertaking major extension or re-ordering projects normally need to consult Historic 
England (formerly English Heritage) at an early stage. Historic England is introducing charges for some 
elements of its advice services. It will make a charge for initial (pre-application) advice that takes over 15 
working hours to deliver. We will seek to make best use of Historic England officers’ time by arranging more 
than one site visit on the same day, if possible, where their officers are involved. Parishes can also help by 
providing Statements of Significance and Needs when they first consult Historic England about draft 
proposals. Do contact me in the first instance if you are embarking on this sort of project. 
 
4.         Chelmsford DAC/Essex County Council “Caring for the Parish Church” conference 
 
Those in the more easterly parts of the diocese may be interested in this one-day conference, to be held on 
Thursday 8 October in Central Baptist Church, Chelmsford. For booking details please contact Gemma 
Clayton on 03330 138156 or email: traditional.buildingskills@essex.gov.uk. Bookings to be made by 30th 
September. 
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