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2nd December 2015 

 

 

Emma Critchley 

DAC and Pastoral Secretary 

Tel: 01727 818132 

ecritchley@stalbans.anglican.org    

Dear Churchwarden 

 Items included below, for potential or immediate action, are indicated by side lines  

   

 
LPOW Roof Repair Scheme 

I attach notes of a training workshop presented by the regional case officer for the National Heritage 

Memorial Fund, who will be administering the Roof Repair grant scheme again when it re-opens for 

applications today. The notes also include reference to the Heritage Lottery Fund and parishes facing 

major repairs are encouraged to consider which of the two schemes might be more appropriate to meet 

their needs. If you are thinking of applying for either scheme, do forward the repair specification to me as 

early as possible for consideration by the DAC. I will forward separately the e-mail I have received today 

from the LPOW Roof Repair Scheme regional case officer.   

 

 

   

 
Metal theft 

We were represented at a recent seminar hosted by Northamptonshire Police and the Diocese of 

Peterborough.  

 Continued vigilance is needed, because metal theft is still taking place, often involving organised 

gangs, and the police may not be able to give incidents the priority we (and they) might wish 

 Do encourage local observation and reporting of any unusual activity (people in parked cars; 

drones flying over the church…) 

 Tell neighbours you do not have any scheduled roofing work, so if they see anyone, they should let 

you know 

 There is a national Heritage Crime network, so do let the police and me know of any incidents so 

that they can be reported 

 As I mentioned earlier in the autumn, there is an insurance advantage in installing an Ecclesiastical-

approved roof alarm, which can be authorised by Archdeacon’s Letter of Authority. Do discuss 

this at PCC. 

 

 

 
New Faculty rules 

There will be a new set of faculty rules from 1 January. There will not be too many changes to the process 

in this diocese, but we will be running a training session in each Archdeaconry in the first part of next year 

and will write separately about this shortly.  

 

 

 
Pipe organ available 

The former church of St Giles, Upper Gravenhurst, was closed several years ago and is shortly to be sold 

for conversion into a single home. The pipe organ is currently available for disposal. Details of the 

instrument are available on the National Pipe Organ Register at: 
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http://www.npor.org.uk/NPORView.html?RI=D04990. If you may be interested, please contact Ann Jansz 

as soon as possible - ajansz@stalbans.anglican.org.  

 

Award 

Entries are now invited for the SPAB’s John Betjeman Award 2016. The Award celebrates excellence 

in conservation and repair projects at places of worship of any faith in England and Wales (and the Isle of 

Man); and recognises the highest standards of craftsmanship used in carrying out those projects. Details 

are available on SPAB’s website: http://www.spab.org.uk/spab-events-awards/john-betjeman-award/. The 

closing date for nominations is 23 February 2016. 
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