
St Albans Easter Monday Pilgrimage 2019 

Join other pilgrims from across St Albans Diocese to celebrate the risen Christ 

on Easter Monday at St Albans Cathedral.  

Now in its eighth decade, the annual Pilgrimage and service have become a 

family event which now includes grandparents, parents, young children (in 

pushchairs), babies (in prams), the family dog (on a lead) … and of course 

muddy boots! All are welcome. 

We gather on Easter Monday, 22nd April, in the Abbey Orchard around 1.00 pm 

for a picnic and games together. We then join the procession into the Cathedral 

for the Easter Monday Service which begins at 3.00 pm. The service finishes 

by 4.30 pm in plenty of time to walk or drive home. 

 

 

  

We  join a 

procession 

to the 

shrine of 

St Alban. 

We worship 

with our 

favourite 

Easter 

hymns and 

songs. 

We share 

Communion 

together, 

with a Bishop 

presiding. 

We meet 

up with old 

friends and 

make new 

ones. 

Over 

1,000 

people 

come 

each 

year. 



Suggestions for Local Organisers 

Here are ten suggestions for how to make your pilgrimage a success. 

1. Display the Easter Monday Pilgrimage poster on your notice boards, and 

mention it in your weekly pew sheets. Don’t forget to announce it in your 

church services well in advance. 

2. Many parishes bring a bright, colourful banner with them. If you haven’t 

got one yet, invite your children and young people to create one. 

3. Plan your pilgrimage route to St Albans Cathedral. Many walkers like to 

use the old byways and footpaths across fields and via the local villages 

of Hertfordshire & Bedfordshire. 

4. It’s fine to use buses or cars if distances are too great, but plan on walking 

the last few miles on foot, if you are able. Many people with additional 

needs who need to use other transport are very welcome. If that’s you,  

make sure you know where to park. There is very limited disabled parking 

at St Albans Cathedral. 

5. Don’t forget food and water, and a picnic to eat on the Abbey Orchard. 

6. Start your journey with a simple act of worship and parish breakfast. 

7. Pause on your journey to pray. 

8. Position people who are familiar with the route at the front and the back 

of the walking group. If you are likely to walk along busy roads, it may be 

wise for the people at the front and back to wear high visibility jackets. 

9. Look out for other groups who are also on the way to the Cathedral. You 

may like to walk together. 

10. Keep communicating. Tell us that you are coming and by update us with 

your progress on the day using social media: #StAlbansEMP 

 

 

 


