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Eco Church: conservation 
action as an expression of 
Christian mission

Outline

1. What is A Rocha and what does it do?
2. What is Eco Church?
3. How do we become an Eco Church?
4. Why should we be an Eco Church?

1

2



07/05/2020

2

• A Rocha is an international network 
of environmental organizations with 
a Christian ethos.

• A Rocha responds to the global 
crisis of biodiversity loss by carrying 
out community-based conservation 
projects through residential field 
study centres, site-based projects 
and wider advocacy.

A Rocha in the UK (1)

Wolf Fields, Southall, London

Before After
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A Rocha in the UK (2)

What is Eco Church?

• A Rocha UK’s award scheme for churches in England and Wales who 
want to demonstrate that the gospel is good news for God’s earth.

• It’s designed to motivate and resource churches in establishing caring 
for God’s earth as an integral part of their everyday work and mission.

• The vision is for the scheme to create a vast network of churches as 
local centres of creation care in the community – shining beacons of 
hope for a brighter environmental future.
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Who runs Eco Church?

• It’s run by A Rocha UK in partnership with

• It’s supported by denominations and organizations across the length 
and breadth of the church in England and Wales.

How do we become an Eco Church?

• Sign up to register your church (it’s free).
• Complete the unique online Eco Survey about how your church is 

caring for God’s earth in 5 different areas of your life and work:
• Worship and teaching
• Management of church buildings
• Management of church land
• Community and global engagement
• Lifestyle

• Your score is automatically calculated; this determines whether 
you’ve achieved a bronze, silver or gold award.
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Eco Church Assess-
ment example

• We’ve scored enough points 
for Silver in 4 categories but 
only enough for Bronze in the 
5th category, so the overall 
award level is Bronze.

Bronze Award Silver Award Gold Award

What happens next?
• If you qualify for an award, you can apply online for a 

certificate and optionally a plaque.
• If you don’t qualify for an award, or you want to move to 

the next level of award, there are resources to help you
on the Eco Church website.
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St Paul’s Eco Church journey

Several years ago a group of us talked together about ways in 
which St Pauls could be more sustainable in our use of energy 
and resources. Initially we just changed the light bulbs but, as 
our building project started, we considered other opportunities 

for being more sustainable.

2009

Timeline of our journey

2010

2017

2020

?
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Changes we made in our buildings

We used as much natural 
light as we could

We insulated all that 
we could

We used renewable 
energy when we could

What else did we do?

• We organised speakers from A Rocha and other 
sustainability enthusiasts

• We support Tear Fund, A Rocha and environmental work 
in Argentina

• We initiated composting and planted a wildflower garden
• We organised recycling facilities in our buildings
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Bronze Eco Church award
Eco Church Bronze Award - 2017

From Bronze to Silver

• Worship and Teaching: more guest speakers and prayer for 
environmental issues

• Buildings: changed our energy supplier to a renewable source; use 
recycled toilet paper and environmental cleaning products

• Land: growing insect friendly plants in gardens; continue composting
• Community and global engagement: continue to support A Rocha, 

Tear Fund and other environmental charities
• Lifestyle: Continue to recycle; plan a communal Christmas card 

scheme; use LOAF principles in church catering 
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Inspiration

• Publications from A Rocha such as L is for Lifestyle and Saying Yes to 
Life by Ruth Valerio

• Bible studies by John Ray Institute and Operation Noah
• Being involved in Sustainable St Albans along with many other faith 

groups.
• Revising many of our previous  communications to send out 

electronically.

Why become an Eco Church? (1)

Church of England’s 5 Marks of Mission:
1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
2. To teach, baptise and nurture new believers
3. To respond to human need by loving service
4. To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of 

every kind and pursue peace and reconciliation
5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and 

renew the life of the earth
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The 5th Mark of Mission

To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth
• “The mission of the Church is the mission of Christ”
• Mk 16:15 ‘And [Jesus] said to [the disciples], “Go into all the world 

and proclaim the good news to the whole creation’ [NRSV]
 1st Mark of Mission: To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom

• It’s a key concern of many outside the church, especially young 
people
 It’s an entry point for us to reach out (meeting on their ground)
 We have to walk the walk, not just talk the talk!

Why become an Eco Church? (2)

• The Eco Church survey is comprehensive in addressing all the areas 
where churches can fulfil the 5th Mark of Mission

• The Eco Church survey may suggest areas to consider that you 
haven’t thought about

• The Eco Church website has plenty of resources to help  you
• It’s free! (Although making changes probably won’t be.)
• You’ll be part of a community of churches standing together and 

encouraging one another to demonstrate that the gospel is good 
news for God’s earth.
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Thank you

www.arocha.org.uk
www.ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

facebook.com/arochaorguk
@arochauk
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