St Michael and All Angels
Barford Avenue, Bedford

VICAR

with a pioneering passion
IN THE ELSTOW TEAM MINISTRY

A New United Benefice

Abbey Church of
St Mary & St Helena, Elstow

St Mary the Virgin
Cardington

All Saints
Wilstead (Wilshamstead)

Five Churches
One Mission

All Saints
Houghton Conquest

To nurture and
encourage all pilgrims
on their journey of faith

We celebrate
•

Our diversity in styles of worship,
music and spirituality.

•

Our mission and outreach to the
community around us.

•

Our strong sense of family and
fellowship.

•

Working in equal and mutually
supportive partnership.

We face challenges with

Do you

•

A rapidly expanding population
around Bedford bringing even
greater socio-economic diversity
away from existing worship centres.

•

Have the experience of enabling
individuals to grow spiritually
wherever they are on their personal
pilgrimage?

•

Growing and developing our patterns
of worship to fit the needs of the
24/7 society we now live in.

•

Have the leadership capability to
guide us through the challenges that
we must face?

•

Ensuring we have a sustainable
foundation of good stewardship for
our people and finances so we can
create a real Mission Action Plan
(MAP).

•

Have the vision to help us to recreate our MAP and engage in
missional ministry across our new
benefice and our wider society?

•

Have the necessary people skills that
make you approachable, diplomatic,
caring and empathetic?

•

Have boundless energy, enthusiasm,
passion and drive?

Background

Area

A consultation has been undertaken in the
south of the bedford deanery with a view to
creating a more sustainable model for God’s
mission and ministry in the area. This was
driven as a result of a number of impending
retirements across the south of the deanery,
an increase in large housing developments
across the area, (estimated 2,600 in 2020
with planned growth to 10,000) and in some
areas, challenges in meeting and paying
Parish Share requests.

The benefice is situated on the southern
edge of Bedford town. The five parishes
range in character from dense urban housing
to rural farming community based around
the tied houses of the Southill Estate.

The aim of this reorganisation and creation of
a new united benefice is to provide an
appropriate and sustainable framework for
the cure of souls in the parishes within the
new benefice to facilitate flourishing
churches and their mission and ministry.
This new united benefice will be Team
Ministry with 2 full time stipendiary posts
plus a curate in training.
The five parishes of our benefice, part of the
Deanery of Bedford, all have their own
distinct
character.
Each
church
acknowledges its individual needs
and seeks to work together to
further the links and good
relations
between
the
churches.

Transport links
Bedford is approximately 50 miles north of
London and 30 miles to the west of
Cambridge. There are excellent and easy
links to both the A1 and the M1. The main
line train station offers access to London
within 45 minutes. Luton Airport is just 20
miles away.

Education
There are a number of local community
primary schools within the benefice which
feed into either Bedford Academy, Bedford
Free School or Wixams Academy. The Harpur
Trust administers a range of private schools
based in Bedford town. There is a good
selection of post 16 education options and
the University of Bedfordshire has a campus
in the town and another Campus in Luton.

Leisure and Recreation
Bedford boasts a number of swimming pools
and gyms for the active minded as well as an
international athletics stadium and the
Bedford Blues Rugby Club. The River Ouse

flows through the town and the
embankment is popular for leisurely walks. A
River Festival is held every other year and this
is second in size only to the Notting Hill
Festival. Priory Marina offers sailing activities
and windsurfing as do nearby Stewartby
lakes.
The town centre has an active nightlife and a
range of restaurants, pubs and nightclubs.
The benefice has assisted practically with the
mission of the Bedford Street Angels. There
are two multiscreen cinemas.
Milton Keynes is a 25 minute drive away
which offers a large shopping experience and
first rate theatre.

Bedford Deanery
The deanery lies ecclesiastically within the
Archdeaconry of Bedford. Administratively it
lies within Bedford Borough (which also
includes the adjacent Sharnbrook Deanery)
which covers an area of nearly 200 square
miles. It’s home to an estimated 175,000
people (2020) of a diverse socio economic,
faith and ethnic mix, with almost two-thirds
of the ethnically diverse population living in
the urban area of Bedford and Kempston.
The last few years have seen significant
growth in new housing around Bedford, with
people moving to the area from local,
national, and international geographies.
With the growth in housing developments,
it’s estimated that the population could
potentially reach 200,000 in the next 10 years
so it’s an area of real growth and potential.
The Bedford deanery comprises a wide mix of
urban, suburban and rural parishes, with a
rich and diverse range of church sizes, ages
and traditions across the 23 churches.

The dawning of a New Team –
Hopes and Dreams
Between our churches and parishes there are
many challenges and opportunities for the
future. While there are many established
activities and patterns of worship, all are also
open to new ideas and are aware that in
post-COVID-19 times some aspects of church
and community life have changed.
The forming of the new benefice has brought
its own level of concern and uncertainty, as
with any change, but all recognise that
collectively our churches have great
opportunities to serve and engage with
communities and families in the rapidly
expanding estates.
The role for the new Team Vicar will be
largely dependent on the appointed
individual. We need someone to take a lead
in established and new communities. We
have created a pattern of worship which we
believe can be covered by two priests along
with the 3 licenced lay ministers in the
benefice.
Each church recognises the need to both
strengthen and grow their congregations,
but equally they need to be challenged in
how best to achieve this.
The new Team Vicar should be prepared to
be active and visible across the united

benefice. This includes re- establishing links
within some of our local schools, where there
is, or has been in the past, a strong
relationship.
Each church seeks to reach the community
through a variety of events and activities, and
there is a role for the new vicar to develop
ideas for both the regular and one-off events
that we organise, and to explore where we
should target our efforts for reaching out and
serving.
Since this is a new benefice and a new role,
part of the initial challenge of the role will be
to work with the Team Rector in reestablishing a Joint PCC and local PCCs on
how the role will work and what we can do to
maximise the ministry time and effectiveness
of the role, and to minimise the bureaucracy
and hindrances. A further challenge will be to
develop ways in which the five churches can
work together and support each other.
We welcome informal conversations prior to
an application with either:
Archdeacon Dave
archdbed@stalbans.anglican.org
01727 818167
or
Fr. Paul
vicar@elstow-abbey.org.uk
01234 261477

Paul is Priest-in-charge (Team Rector) of the
Elstow Abbey Team and Assistant Area Dean
of Bedford. Paul has been at Elstow Abbey
since November 2016 having previously held
Church and Chaplaincy posts in Coventry
Diocese and Leicester Diocese.
With a background in Design and Advertising
Paul continues to have a keen interest in
Apologetics and the Mass Media. He is also
currently Rector of the St Albans chapter of
the Society of Catholic Priests.

Current sample pattern of worship

1st Sunday

Elstow
St Mary & St Helena

Cardington
St Mary the Virgin

10:00am Holy Communion

11.30am Holy Communion

11.00am Morning
Worship

10.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Holy Communion

11.30am Holy Communion

11.30am Holy
Communion

10.00am Holy Communion

9.30am All Age Worship

11.30am Holy Communion

11.00am Holy
Communion

10.00am All Age Worship

9.30am Holy Communion

11.30am Holy Communion

11.00am Holy
Communion

10.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Holy Communion

11.30am Morning Worship

11.00am Morning
Worship

10.00am Morning Worship

9.30am Morning Worship

6.30pm Evening Prayer
2nd Sunday

10:00am Holy Communion
6.30pm Evening Prayer

3rd Sunday

10:00am Holy Communion
6.30pm Evening Prayer

4th Sunday

10:00am All Age Worship
6.30pm Holy Communion

5th Sunday

10:00am Holy Communion
6.30pm Taizé Worship

Wilstead
All Saints

Bedford
St Michael & All Angels

Houghton Conquest
All Saints

Elstow Abbey
The Old Elstow Village developed around the
Benedictine Abbey founded by Judith, niece
of William the Conqueror in circa 1078. Prior
to the Dissolution of the Monasteries it had
become one of the more important
Benedictine Convents in the country.
The other claim to fame is that John Bunyan
was born in the parish and baptised in
the church as were two of his
daughters.
In past years the area was mainly
a farming community. Today the
community is mixed, whilst there
is still some farming and
agriculture, most people work
away from the village.
The parish is comprised of distinct areas
of housing. To the south of Mile Road is an
area of dense housing with significant

proportions of the occupants from the
Italian, Indian and Bangladeshi communities
as well as a number of refugee and asylum
seeker families. The last 18 years has seen a
vast estate built which is mainly privately
owned housing. The area is still experiencing
growth with the Wixams, a multi-village new
development, built to the south.
There is considerable diversity in the parish
in respect of background culture,
wealth, occupation and age.
The occasional Offices are an
important part of pastoral care
and outreach and in 2019 there
were 47 Baptisms, 19 weddings
and 16 funerals or burials of
ashes in addition to a number of
services held at the Crematorium.
Attendance on an average Sunday preCovid was 73 adults and 12 young people.
Elstow Abbey is popular with wedding
couples. We have 23 weddings booked for
2022.
The churchyard, which is one of the largest in
the Archdeaconry, is open but is almost full.
An extension was consecrated in 2002.
Elstow has a strong music tradition with a
Director of Music and an assistant. There is a
2 manual Hill, Norman and Beard Organ, a

small but faithful choir
and a modern worship
band.
Elstow is fortunate
to
have
an
exceedingly
beautiful church of
great
historical
interest. The Abbey
consists of the main building
part of which is early 11th Century and retains
some of its Norman arches. In the Southwest
corner of the Abbey is a 13th Century vaulted
chamber which is used as the modern Vestry.
The Tower, which is detached from the
Church, contains a ring of 6 bells, which are
in regular use.

St Mary the Virgin, Cardington
The area covered by the parish has six
distinct districts:
Cardington Village
Cotton End Village
Shortstown (built in 1917 to house Airship
personnel) this now incorporates New
Cardington and Eastcotts Green
New Harrowden (1930’s urban
development)
Southfield Park
Priory Park - a high tech business park
There is a large amount of new housing and
the whole area is subject to substantial
population increase (some 54%) with up to
an extra 1200 new homes at Shortstown and

New Cardington in the next five years.
Further new housing is planned.

events which are very popular within the
parish. Their pantomimes are “legendary”.

The area covered by the Parish is a mixture of
rural and urban. The village of Cardington is
small and picturesque. The Bishop of Bedford
resides in Cardington village at the Bishop’s
Lodge. The neighbouring village of Cotton
End has a primary school, a community
centre and also a very active Baptist Church
with a resident Minister.

St. Mary’s also has a dedicated choir led by
an experienced musical director.

Shortstown also has a primary school, a
community centre and the historic R101
airship sheds. An annual Memorial Service to
commemorate those who died in the R101
disaster is held at St. Mary’s as near as
possible to the 5th October.
At St Mary’s church worship is focused on the
Eucharist and there are also monthly family
services.
The Howard Memorial Church which is found
in Cardington is Methodist/U.R.C. and joins
St. Mary’s on several occasions for united
services, a games evening and harvest
supper. We also share in the running of a
summer “holiday club” for which the Howard
Church always acts as the venue. St Mary’s is
invited into both Cotton End and Shortstown
schools to take assemblies on a regular basis.
There is a lively ‘Friends of St. Mary’s’ group
who fund raise for the church with regular

The Church has a chancel dating from the
13th century, the remainder having been
rebuilt in 1901 by the Whitbread family who
are still very generous in their support. A
Whitbread memorial is housed in a dedicated
Chapel and the Wedgewood basalt font was
donated by the family. The framed charred
ensign from the R101 is in the east aisle and
on the closure of RAF Cardington the colours
were also laid up in the east aisle.

St Michael & All Angels
The Parish of St Michael and All Angels is
situated to the southeast of Bedford town
centre and is adjacent to the River Great
Ouse. It contains a population of about 6,500.
The church is at the junction of Faldo Road
and Barford Avenue, roads which are within
the older part of the parish.
The Parish is an Urban Priority Area with a
high level of unemployment for the region..
The area also contains families from a wide
range of ethnic groups. More recently there
have been young families moving
into the Parish. The Parish
contains three sheltered
housing centres and many
single parent households

The Scott Community Hall is situated next to
St Michael’s Church it is a combined Church
and Community Hall, built by the Borough
Council on church-owned land and run by a
Management Committee of community and
Church members. The Hall is used by local
groups during the week and is available to
the Church for its Junior Church on Sunday
mornings, and a local West Indian Church on
Sunday afternoons and evenings.
The Parish contains several small industrial
estates, a retail park and a Tesco Superstore,
all of which provide limited employment.
Most of the private houses are owned by
people who commute to work outside
Bedford,
There is plenty of scope for the further
development of pastoral ministry within the

Parish, currently limited by
the number of people
able to undertake this
work.
Church
members show care
for each other. The
current team vicar
lives in a vicarage next
door to the church. In
the short term the plan
is to rent this out.
St Michael’s is an active member of the South
Bedford Council of Churches which has
enabled us to experience the various styles of
worship.
St Michael’s has a Covenant with London
Road Methodist Church designed to
encourage the two churches to work more
closely together with joint services once
every quarter and we always invite them to
our special services. We run a joint Coffee
Morning, once a month for members of both
churches and welcome others in the
neighbourhood to join us.
The Church is a 1960s building with a light,
airy feel to it and will seat a congregation of
about 120. The last Quinquennial Report
stated that the building was generally in good
order. We have suffered from several spells
of petty vandalism over the years which have
resulted in the installation of CCTV.

Wilstead
Wilshamstead,
or
Wilstead as it is more
commonly known, is
situated around five
miles
south
of
Bedford, between
the north-south A6
and A600 roads. It is a
T-shaped village, with
development just east of the
A6 and then a long perpendicular
road running west-east. The
church, at the western end,
dates mainly from the 14th
and 15th Century and has an
attached 1970s Chapter
House with a kitchen and
disabled toilet facilities. The
most recent addition to the
church are solar panels to the
roof, helping to increase energy
efficiency. The church has a pipe
organ in good working order with a bequest
specifically for its upkeep, however we have
lacked a regular organist in recent years.
The mostly elderly congregation numbers
around 15-20 persons. We have recently
welcomed additional members who
attended the village's Methodist church,

which has now closed. There is also an
Evangelical church in the village.
Our services comprise mostly communion,
with occasional morning prayer. We also
hold a number of special services, for
example Remembrance and Harvest. We
hold a monthly coffee morning from
February to November, and run Advent and
Easter Fayres and a Summer Fete. There is an
active Mothers’ Union group. In the past we
have run a Sunday School but in recent years
there have been insufficient children to
make this viable.
The village of Wilstead includes a
Village Hall, Primary School,
Post office, 2 Pubs, 2 takeaways, a chemist and a
garage. The thriving Briar Bank
mobile home park for over 50s
has its own amenities.

Socially, there are many groups including a
bowls club, football club and the Wilstead
Players drama group.
Across the A6, to the north and west of
Wilstead is the new development of
Wixams. This has also incorporated the preexisting garden centre and the Danecroft
care home.
Wixams is to comprise 4 villages. Two
villages are so far complete and include the
Lakeview School and Wixams Academy and a
very large Retirement Village complex for
over 55s. as well as a residential nursing
home.
A Wixams rail station is expected in 2024.
This will improve the rail infrastructure so
that commuters will no longer
have to travel into Bedford or
Flitwick.

Houghton Conquest
The village of Houghton Conquest sits
between the A6 and A600 roads to the west
of Wilstead and North of Ampthill. In recent
years the size of the village has vastly
increased with two housing estates. The
parish also includes a large proportion of the
Wixams development. There is a village

shop/Post Office, a restaurant/Pub, a Village
Hall with many clubs and societies and a
thriving lower School which has links to the
church using it for Harvest and Christmas
celebrations.
The 14th/15th century church of All Saints sits
at the old centre of the village, opposite the
pub. It is the largest village church in the
county. Restoration work was
carried out under Gilbert Scott in
1870. There are some
excellent, but fading, medieval
wall paintings, an 11th
century coffin lid and a
Rood Screen dating from
1495.
The church has a ring of 6 bells
which cannot, unfortunately, be
rung and a 2 manual Hill organ.
There is a large altar tomb of the
Conquest family in the sanctuary
and an effigy of Thomas Archer, the
Rector here on the visit of King James
1 in 1605.
Sadly, the lead roof was stolen in 2018
and there is some water damage to the
walls. Thanks in part to tireless collections
and sales with the support of the community,

during lockdown, the roof and stonework is

it has been repaired, albeit with a 3-layer felt
roof. Much work is needed to restore this
Grade 1 listed building and we
urgently require a new heating
system.
We have a small and aging
congregation at present with no
families. Attendance is around
15 each week. We have a PCC of
14 and 31 on our electoral roll.
Services are mainly traditional. A yearly
Christmas tree festival is held with a 9 lessons
and carols service provided by a local choir.
We have regular concerts in the church of Big
Band, Folk groups, Choirs and orchestras and
also Cream Tea afternoons and Soup
Lunches.
We need a dynamic leader with vision on
how to engage with our increasing parish and
strategies to swell our congregation. We are
not averse to change but need to build on the
support the village already gives.

The Vicarage
• Double garage & driveway for four cars.
• Impressive 27ft kitchen family room
• Built In 2019 by Bellway
• En suite & fitted wardrobes to master
bedroom
• Utility room & W.C
• Stylish four piece family bathroom
• Excellent access to A421 Leading To A6,
M1 & A1
• Approximately 10-15mins to Bedford
Station with trains to London from 40mins
Situated in Shortstown, an area that is
undergoing significant growth. Since 2012
there has been extensive housing
development on land to the east of the A600,
this part of the village is being marketed as
Eastcotts Green, New Cardington Fields and
New Cardington Gate. Some 50% of the
housing is ‘affordable’ shared ownership and
rental property.

