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Following last year’s Paris Climate Summit which brought together nearly 200 

countries in the first-ever legally binding climate deal, here are two new 

developments of interest to churches. 

 

15-16 April: A two day Conference in Coventry ‘Hope in a Changing Climate’ looks 

at ways in which the Church can continue to play a role in practical environmental 

action following the Paris Summit. Speakers include Michael Northcott (author of A 

Political Theology of Climate Change published 2013), Climate Scientist Myles Allen 

who will examine what was accomplished in Paris, and Ruth Valerio of A Rocha who 

will introduce the environment award scheme Eco-Church, re-launched earlier this 

year at St Paul’s Cathedral. 

Further details, cost and booking form can be found on the Ecumenical World 

Development Conference website at: www.ewdc.uk 

 

 On 22 April which is Earth Day 2016, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon will 

convene a signing ceremony in New York, the first step in implementing the Paris 

Agreement.This sets a world- wide action plan for lowering greenhouse gas 

emissions so a global temperature rise from the accumulation of these discharges 

in the atmosphere can be limited to well below 2 degrees Celsius, helping to avoid 

dangerous climate change. 

 

Trees for the Earth is the theme for this year’s Earth Day which is very appropriate 

since rainforest experts tell us that saving forests is the most effective and 

affordable way of buying time for our planet. Can you persuade your church or 

community to plant a tree for the earth on April 22? The global network of Earth 

Day organisers are setting up an ambitious campaign to plant 7.8 billion trees (one 

for each person on the planet) by 2020. We should at least offer praise and thanks 

for all that trees give us: 

 Healthy forests help absorb greenhouse gases and carbon emissions and 

provide us with clean air to breathe  

 The Willow gave the world aspirin and tamoxifen for cancer sufferers comes 

from that churchyard stalwart, the Yew Tree 

 Eighty per cent of the world’s documented species are found in the tropical 

rainforests, an incredibly rich source of bio-diversity now under threat  

 Forests slow the run-off of rainfall. Many of the world’s damaging floods are 

caused by deforestation. 

 

www.onetreeplanted.org has a lot of useful statistics about the threat to our 

rainforests. 

For sheer delight read: The Global Forest: 40 ways trees can save us by Diana 

Beresford-Kroeger (Penguin Books 2012 or  The Miracle of Trees by Olavi Huikari 

(Wooden Books Ltd, Glastonbury 2012)  
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