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Churches and faith groups are working to grow our 

sustainable community 

 

 

 

 

St Albans Churches and faith groups rose to the challenge offered by the 

second Sustainable St Albans Week 19-26 November and came up with a 

glorious array of events to inspire, reflect and act on protecting the 

environment. A food waste challenge ran alongside the week inviting people 

to see if they could live for a week without wasting food. 

  

Christ Church invited Andy Atkins, CEO of A Rocha UK to talk to their Men’s 

Room about the importance of campaigning rather than remaining passive 

about climate change. Christ Church is one of five Churches in St Albans to 

sign up for the Eco Church Scheme run by A Rocha UK to help churches 

improve their sustainability.  

 

Another member of A Rocha UK, Steve Hughes, also gave a talk at St Paul’s 

Church during their Sunday service. He challenged people to think about the 

question ‘does it matter what we eat?’ Afterwards St Paul’s served a hearty 

vegetarian lunch for 104 people. At an evening service Graham Madgwick, a 

lay Reader at the Church talked about sustainability as an integral part of 

Christian discipleship. 

 

 St Stephen’s with St Julian’s encouraged local people to recycle and limit 

their food waste. Sermons all week had an environmental content. St Luke’s 

ran a Sustainable Cafe serving vegetarian meals at low cost for over 70 

people alongside their Christmas Craft Fair. 
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Can ancient myths and stories help us change the way we live? Those who 

braved the cold to join the story-telling circle in St Peter’s Churchyard were  

spellbound by professional story-teller Clare Harvey, a member of St Luke’s 

Church. Participants were offered sustaining mugs of hot cocoa! 

SS Albans and Stephen Catholic Church invited Tania Dalton from CAFOD 

to talk about her travels in Peru, highlighting how heavy industry is 

threatening local people’s water supply and their traditional way of life. A 

vegetarian supper was served alongside. 

The Baha’i Faith ran a week long exhibition in St Albans Library about the 

life of Sir Barbe Baker, founder of The Men of the Trees and the International 

Tree Foundation and they ran a children’s quiz. 

Gardening and composting advice, bike checks and maps and a sewing 

bee/clothes repair were on offer at Marlborough Road Methodist Church   

at one of their Fair Trade coffee morning. One of the founder members and a 

former chairman of St Albans Masorti Synagogue, Nick Grant, took part in 

an inter-faith discussion with Radio Verulam. The community also ran an 

event for their members. 

Two events took place during the week at Trinity URC. A vegetarian cooking 

session and a recycled art project were run for people with mental health 

issues or learning difficulties. 

St Albans Quakers held a home produce sale with recycled goods and 

books and locally sourced preserves and honey. Michael Wood, a young 

member of the Meeting with a strong interest in sustainability and the 

environment also took part in a local inter-faith radio discussion.  

Some churches hosted events. At St Albans Cathedral Library, the ‘Save 

Butterfly World campaign’ invited Dr Richard Harrington, who headed the 

Rothamsted Insect Survey to give a recital about British butterflies.  

St Peter’s was the venue for a talk on Food and Urbanism, organised by 

Look! St Albans with Dr Susan Parham, Head of Urbanism at the University of 

Herts.  Chiswell Green URC hosted an evening organised by the Soroptimist 

Women’s Group on FoodCycle which uses nearly ‘out of date’ food to 

provide meals for those in need. St Albans Liberal Democrats organised a 

talk by their former Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change Sir 

Edward Davey at Marlborough Road Methodist Church. He gave his views 

on sustainability and the challenges for the green economy in the 21
st

 

century. 

Looking ahead, St Stephen’s is holding a VIGIL FOR THE EARTH – an 

evening of prayer and reflection for climate justice - on Monday 12 

December from 7-30 to 9-30pm. This is the first anniversary of the signing 

of the Paris Agreement by nearly 200 countries, a year ago. Everyone is 

welcome of any faith or none. 

 

 

 


