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The recent EU Referendum has exposed deep fracture lines in our society. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury speaking in the House of Lords Debate on the 

EU on July 5 2016 stressed that widening inequality is the greatest challenge 

to be overcome if the UK is to flourish. 

 For those of us who have a responsibility towards the environment, the 

greatest worry is what will happen to the environmental protections in the 

UK – air and water pollution, habitats and the protection of wildlife – which 

stemmed from EU legislation. Will we lose these precious protections if we 

leave the EU? And what about future concerns? 

Science is increasingly reminding us that nature plays a role in our physical 

and mental wellbeing, whether we trek in the wildest places or walk in an 

urban park. With churches in every kind of community across the land “we 

can show love and unity by caring for God’s creation and help people to 

enjoy, nurture and defend the environment” (Andy Atkins, CEO, A Rocha) 

 

A practical way to take this forward is to sign up for ECO CHURCH. 

This is an award scheme run by A Rocha UK in partnership with the C of E, 

the Methodist Church, Christian Aid and Tearfund. It aims to help churches 

of all shapes and sizes who want to demonstrate that they care for God’s 

earth. It was launched earlier this year at St Paul’s Cathedral in London as a 

web-based successor to Eco-Congregation for Churches in England and 

Wales. 

By completing a unique online survey about how your church works -in terms 

of worship and teaching, management of buildings and church land, 

community and global engagement and lifestyle - your answers will collect 

points towards a bronze, silver or gold Eco Award. So you will have an on-

line record of what you have already achieved and a spur to taking further 

action, with lots of free web resources to help you. As Eco Church says: “It 

challenges churches to act in respect of the songs they sing, the food they 

serve, the energy they use and the ethics of their investments, of the wildlife 

that finds a home on their land and of the water that flushes their loos .....” ” 

 

More than 300 churches have already signed up. To find out more go to 

www.ecochurch.arocha.org.uk 

 

Two new books which I’ve found really helpful this summer when I was 

preparing an environment talk for a church service are: The Earth will teach 

you by Kevin Durrant (2014) published by Wide Margin and  A Christian 

Guide to Environmental Issues by Martin and Margot Hodson (2015) 

published by The Bible Reading Fellowship. Reviews will be posted shortly on 

our website’s Books Page: www.stalbans.anglican.org/environment  
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