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“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, 

the world, and those who live in it” 

                                              Psalm 24-1           

 

 

 

 

 Unless the world acts soon, the number of wild animals on earth could 

decline by two-thirds in the half century from 1970 to 2020, says a research 

study published last month. The Living Planet Report published by the 

World Wildlife Fund and the Zoological Society of London argues that the 

biggest cause is the destruction of wild areas by farming, logging, poaching 

and pollution. Global warming is magnifying these pressures by shifting the 

range in which animals can survive. 

The report concludes that we can find a sustainable course to halt this 

decline by reforming our food and energy systems, meeting global 

commitments on addressing climate change, protecting biodiversity and 

supporting sustainable development but,“the will to do this has to be there.” 

 

Sharing responsibility for the care of the earth was the theme of the Inter 

Faith Climate Symposium which met in London last month. The meeting 

brought Christian, Muslim and Jewish leaders together for the first time on 

the specific issue of climate change. 

One of the speakers, Dr Husan Ahmad, whose publications include a Green 

Guide to the Hajj said: “Only when we think as one humanity can we save 

this planet.” 

Another speaker, George Marshall of Climate Outreach reported on a study 

about communicating climate change to faith groups. Words that seem to 

work across all faiths are ‘gift’ ‘moral challenge ‘care’, ‘legacy’ ‘future, 

‘balance’ ‘action at all levels’ and ‘wake-up.’ Words to avoid for some  

 

 

 



 Update: 7/11/2016 

 From the St Albans Diocese Environment Officer 

Helen Hutchison  

environment@stalbans.anglican.org 

mob: 07752458821 

 

or all groups were ‘planet’ ‘blame’ and ‘greedy. Marshall also said that 

persuading people to make a personal pledge could be very powerful – but it 

should be shared with others without judging them. 

 

Pledges such as re-cycling, using public transport, car-pooling or turning off 

lights are suggested as examples for the world’s Roman Catholics in Pope 

Francis’s latest message – “Celebration of the world day of prayer for the 

care of creation 1/9/16.”  These can seem very small gestures, but as the 

Guardian, reporting on the Papal letter says: “when practised by billions of 

people they can make a real change....the world needs huge and dramatic 

actions but it also needs ordinary people to play their part with just such 

simple acts.” The Guardian commends the Pope as “an unlikely voice for the 

environment who has swung his Papacy behind the environmental movement 

in an unprecedented way.” (Guardian Online 2/9/16). 

 

 We shall no doubt be hearing more about Eco Church, Eco Mosque and Eco 

Synagogue in the months to come. In the meantime, the next Inter-Faith 

Week takes place in England and Wales from 13-20 November. Perhaps your 

church might consider running a joint event with speakers and food from 

your local places of worship on eco-issues. The following quote from the Rt 

Revd Rowan Williams addresses this central issue:  

 

“We need more urgently than ever a space for discussion where political, 

ecological and spiritual issues can be discussed together. So much 

damage is done in our culture by keeping such questions apart – when 

what we most need to work on is a properly integral vision of what 

human wellbeing is.” 

 

The Eco-Church website can also help if you are wondering where to start on  

eco issues with your congregation:  www.ecochurch.arocha.org.uk 

A recently added link to Green Communion on the home page has lots of 

ideas and downloadable liturgy for a special Sunday worship on 5 February 

2016 to celebrate the first birthday of Eco-Church.   

 

In St Albans we celebrate our second Sustainable St Albans Week from 19-26 

November. Check out the website www.sustainablestalbans.org.If you are in 

the city that week, visit some of the many fantastic events and support this 

award-winning local Green Week which is entirely run by volunteers.  
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