
Climate Hustings – Questions from churches in St Albans Diocese  
 

1. Biodiversity 
a) Trees bring more oxygen, more habitat, more beauty. The UK has only 13% tree 

cover, one of the lowest in Europe. When did you plant your first tree and how did it 
change you?   
 

b) Pollinators 
Intensive agriculture and use of pesticides has brought about the destruction of 
wildlife habitats, reduced soil fertility and increased water and soil pollution.  This 
has led to a catastrophic fall in the numbers of pollinating insects.  What will the 
members of the panel do to reform our agricultural system so that government 
subsidies protect nature and meet our climate goals? 

 

2. Water 
a) Local water supply 

There are just 200 chalk streams and rivers in the world (making them rarer than 
giant pandas!) and England has 85% of them; home to otter, trout, kingfisher and 
gadfly. Affinity Water, the company that supplies water to our constituency, has no 
reservoirs and gets our water direct from chalk streams and aquifers – huge 
underground cisterns holding water that trickles down through chalk rock. This water 
is relatively cheap. On July 23rd 2019, in a House of Commons debate about the state 
of England’s chalk streams, the MP for north-east Hertfordshire, the Right 
Honourable Sir Oliver Heald said,  

 
‘Our chalk streams are literally being abstracted to death… The aquifers it (Affinity) 
abstracts from are those that feed the rivers that are currently dying. Affinity 
currently serves 3.6 million people. In 20 years’ time that number will be nearer to 
4.5 million people. Where on earth is the water going to come from? If we go on as 
we are now, the water will come out of the aquifers and we will not have a single 
chalk stream running in Hertfordshire or Buckinghamshire. That is not an 
exaggeration; that is where we are at.” 

 
Offwat, the government water watchdog, is concerned to bring down the price of 
water for the consumer but has no duty to the environment. In the face of ever-
increasing urban development, what is your party policy on ensuring protection of 
both our water supply and this rare and exquisite habitat?  
 

b) What is the panel’s view about a reservoir from the Thames to stop the gross 
overutilization of our chalk aquifers? 
 

c) The provision of drinking water in the East of England is in carefully hidden crisis.  
Toothless regulation has destroyed our precious chalk streams by allowing 
unsustainable abstraction.  The springs have dried up and their crystal-clear water 



replaced by polluted run-off from fields, streets and motorways.  Successive 
governments have failed to invest in a national water network so that the excessive 
rainfall in the North and West cannot be drawn on by the driest and thirstiest part of 
the country in the South and East. 
In the face of global warming and a vast expansion in house building in our area, 
what will a government run by your party do to deal with this crisis? 
 

d) With the predicted expansion of house building across the Diocese and its 
constituencies, where specifically will the water resources required to support this 
growth and expanding population be supplied from without further damaging the 
globally important chalk stream environments and the aquifer that supports it? 
 

3 Greenbelt, countryside and urban development 

a) What is the policy of Hertsmere Conservatives / Greens / Labour / Lib Dems towards 
putting limits on urban expansion in Hertsmere? What is your view of the proposed 
housing pods at Aldenham reservoir?  
 

b) Will you support planning policies that enhance the countryside and green open 
spaces and protect the greenbelt, such as a ‘brownfield first’ policy? 
 

 

4 Climate change 

a) Net-zero  
What do you think about the UK's 2050 net zero target for harmful emissions? Is it too 
ambitious or not ambitious enough? 
 
 
b) Global warming 
What policies will you put into place to stop the exploitation and burning of fossil fuels, 
to prevent global warming rising to unmanageable levels in the next ten years? 
 
 
c) Emissions from transport 
Our Government and Parliament passed a law in June 2019 that stated the UK would 
bring all greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050. How can this be achieved if 
Luton airport is expanded to provide an extra 45000 flights a year and the third runway 
at Heathrow is built which will increase flights from 476,000 to 756,000 by 2050 – an 
increase of 59 per cent in take-offs and landings? 
 
 
d) Climate mitigation 
Residents of Fairbourne (Wales) could be the UK’s first climate refugees, whilst local 
families around the world are losing precious farmland and communities to rising seas. 



What plans should the UK Government be making now for UK internally displaced 
persons, as well as for international climate-refugees?  

 

5  Business and investment 

a) How ambitious should Britain be in investing in green business and in research and 
development to combat and reduce the effects of climate change? What do you think 
about a climate business tax? 
 
b) Do you agree that if we do not ‘love our neighbour as ourselves’ we encourage 
corporate and individual greed, which is not a good model for a fair global sharing of the 
earth’s resources?   
 

6 Plastics 
a) What is being done to force manufacturers to drastically cut down the amount of 

plastic wrapping used in supermarkets for fruit and vegetable produce and to return 

to unwrapped produce? 

 

b) A dramatic reduction in the numbers of single use plastic bags followed the 

introduction of a 5p charge.  Do the panel support the introduction of charges on 

other single use items such as take-away drinks cups, plastic bottles or plastic 

straws? 

 

7 Pollution 

Do you agree that it is morally indefensible to continue with airport expansion when 

it is proven that particulate pollution from burning fossil fuels is known to cause 

severe health problems, even in unborn children (quite aside from the CO2 emissions 

driving global warming which is threatening the existence of life on earth in the 

foreseeable future)? 

 

8 Children and young people 

a) Primary school children in Borehamwood recently took part in ‘Our World Garden’ 

project and have tabled over 100 pressing questions for Government, including 

single-use plastics, recycling, electric cars, insulation, reusables, fracking, pollution.  

Children around the country are going on strike for climate and yet climate change is 

not on the National Curriculum. In what ways do Hertsmere Conservatives / Greens / 

Labour / Lib Dems listen to and take account of the concerns and ideas of children 

and young people?  

 

b) Does the panel agree that every child should learn how to grow and cook their 

own food? 



9 Transport 
a) Do you agree that emissions generated by transport are a major contributor to 

climate change, necessitating a switch in our travel behaviour towards more 
sustainable modes?   If so, please tell us how you travelled here this evening, and 
why? 
 
b) Local transport 
If elected, how will you make public transport cheaper, greener, more reliable and 
with improved coverage and so help to reduce car dependency?  
 
c) Reducing carbon emissions from vehicle traffic in St Albans is key to improve 

a. Health  
b. Air quality 
c. Meeting environmental targets 

What are the plans for reducing traffic in the town centre and will this involve a 
‘congestion charge’ scheme? 
 
d) Public transport 
Travel is vital to our economy, our community and understanding of each other's 
cultures around the world, yet we opt for plane travel or cars. I wish to visit family in 
the NW of England over Christmas, it is too expensive and too inconvenient for a 
family of 5 to do this with poor bus and train connections, I want to travel to Slovenia 
in the summer , again the cost of rail is prohibitively expensive.  Only a joined-up, 
cheap, nationwide, European connected bus and train service will get planes out of the 
air and cars off the roads. How will you achieve integrated, cheap (subsidised) public 
transport with URGENCY? 
 

10. The future 

a) Future generations: In 200 years’ time Brexit will be history, but nature is forever. 
What will we say to our children’s great, great, great grandchildren if we fail them 
now? The Welsh have a Future Generations Commissioner, Sophie Howe, with duties 
to speak for unborn generations. What potential do you see for cross-party and all-
party responses to the crisis in nature and the environment? What is your best hope? 
 

b) Living hopefully 
The public are no longer asking IF there is a climate crisis, but HOW to respond to the 
crisis.  What steps can be done to satisfy this growing sense of helplessness (and what 
changes have the candidates taken in their own lifestyles)?   
 

c) Post-Brexit 
House sparrows, skylarks, nightingales and lapwings are all on the RSPB endangered 
species ‘red list’. Tony Juniper, head of Natural England, says of the Government’s 
long-awaited Environment Bill, ‘It could be the first law in the world to contain the 



express legal duty to leave our environment in better shape than we found it.’ When 
we leave the EU, will your party commit to a green watchdog with teeth to hold 
Government to account in tackling nature’s decline head on?  
 

d) Ensuring that future governments honour their promises on the environment 
Pledges to reduce carbon emissions to net zero by 2050 cannot be realised without 
funding, resources and direct action by government.  How would the members of the 
panel ensure that governments provide the resources needed and continue to take 
necessary action to protect our environment in the years ahead? 
 
 

 

 


